Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




600003208J 



l£. zzs- 




TALES OF A VOYAGER 



TO THE 



ARCTIC OCEAN. 



IN THREE VOLUMES. 



^* Id tbrilling regions of thick- ribbed ice." 

Shakspearc. 



VOL. II. 






LONDON: ; r^'- ':?.^C' 

HENRY COLBURN, NEW BURLINGTON STREET. \ * ^^ > 

V . ^ r \ -** 

1826. 



LOXPON : 

BHACSBLL AND CO. JOHNSON'I C^MT, FLBBT JtftBBT. 



CONTENTS 



OF 



THE SECOND VOLUiME. 



Pag-. 

The Voyage 1 

The Charioteer, or Night Adrentures in London, 

concluded • 19 

The Voyage, continued 61 

The Goth, a Tale of Italian Banditti 154 

The Voyage, continued 189 

The Goth, concluded 228 

The Voyage, continued r 286 



TALES OF A VOYAGER. 



THE VOYAGE. 






Once upon a time,^ commenced Shipley, 
(I suppose after some great fight), the infernal 
regions were so crowded with sailors, that the 
place was all in confusion. The restless Jacks 
went clambering here, and dancing there, and 
scampering up and down, swearing, shouting, 
ranting, and singing, till the souls of the con- 
demned were ten times more distracted than 
before. All the demons and little devils were 
in amazement, and sculked away in holes and 
corners ; but when the sailors pulled them out by 
their tails, and forced them to carry them alx ut 
on their backs, like Shetland ponies, they turned 
savage, and vowed they would lug Satan off his 
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throne, if he allowed them to be ova4iau]ed in 
such an unconstitutional manner. Whereupon 
(dd Davy goes to his locker, and gets out a 
large bowl, as large as the blubber -copper oik 
the dock quay, and fills it with brandy, putting 
in a little water for the name of the thing. 

" Then he got a fiddler to go before him, and 
off he set in the squeeze of a lemon, carrying 
the bowl between his hands, to make it warm^ 
till he got outside the ,great gates of Hell ; and,^ 
when there, he began to bawl out lustily, *f Yo 
hoy ! hot grog and music for sailors ! hot grog, 
my lads !'' As soon as this was heard echoing 
along the vaults and cavemas beloWj outpoured 
a host of blue-jackets, like bees swanning aflwr 
their queen, and old diHaderhcad kcpt^rVkig 
out his stuff, and shouting hot grog, like Ac 
ciirdsand whey man at Grediwich fair, till dl 
the crew had turned out from bis premiadsi 
upon seeing which, be £ung his ladle over Ms 
head, gave his punchbowVa kidc with his httof, 
and broke it, and bolted in at his gate, leamng 
the mutinous saifors to shift for themselves, land 
tranquillity was restored to bis dominicms.--^ 
But," oonAmied Shipley, stopping short— ^< I 
cannot stay here all night, triking nonsense to 
you two youngi^tewh-J must have abomfdlof 
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your warm stingo, and be off to relieve watoh ; 
ourooDHoander is ooming to turn in pres^itly." 
** You shall give us a song for it, tben,'^ cried 
Ridgway. 

•* Oh, certainly, certainly,^ said the second 
mate, tossing off a bumper, and marching away 
singing : 

** There was a little frog in the river did swim-o, 
*' And there came a jolly black crow to drink at the brim.o. 
** €k>me, ashore^ frog— come ashore, frog, said the crow to 
the frog"— 

but here the sounds of his footsteps and voice, 
were lost in the beating of the waves against the 
flidfis of the ship, and the roar of the winds 
among the rigging. In a short time afterwards, 
the captain joined us, ,and, after having par* 
taken of a quiet glass, we all imbedded our- 
selves in our comfortable nooks^ 

«April S6. It must not be supposed, that the 
"relation of Mr. Woolcroft's story, was the amuse- 
ment of only one evening, it served for the en- 
tertainment of three, with the observations and 
converse it occasioned. Nevertheless, I must not 
omit to notice some of the remarks I made 
during our progress towards the Pole. 
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On the tweniy-third^ thedark oleax blueo£ the 
sea merged into a hue of dirty yellow, like the 
tinge of a muddy riyer. This appearance^ which 
Scotesby attributes to animalculse, was copjec-^ 
tured by my companions to be occasioned by a 
current^ setting round the North Cape, from the 
White Sea,~the justness of which fancy I could 
not perceive. 

Early on the morning of the twenty-fourth, I 
was called out of bed, to see something extraor* 
dinary, as I had requested to be summoned on 
such occasions. I ran upon deck in my shirt, 
and beheld, not as I had expected, a rare bird or 
a fish, but a piece of ice, floating past thevessei 
This was the first with. which we met; but, 
during the morning, fragments of every size 
and shape encountered ^oor view. Their colours 
were white, when not covered by the sea, but 
wfa^e they sunk beneath the water, they re* 
fleeted its hues o£ green and blae, varying by 
position, and presenting occasionally tints of the 
richest ^lendor. .From their rugged and cra^^ 
figures, they appeared to be fast melting, al- 
though the coldness of the weather seemed inore 
capable of increasing than diminishing their 
bulk. Many of them, from the action of. the 
waves, had acquired grotesque apd singular 
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sliapes, ivhich, as they came alongside in 
groupes upon the billows, aflbrded a thousand 
ikncifu) resemblances to the imagination. Those 
of the smallest size might be likened to chess- 
men, put in agitation by supernatural agency, 
or to the heads of a promiscuous multitude 
seen journeying along behind a bank or hedge^ 
which concealed the rest of their bodies ; while 
the larger masses seemed to be the riches of a 
sculptor's gallery, borne on a flood of quick- 
silver ; a mingled fleet of statues, busts, pillars^ 
capitals, tcvnbs, and arches, formed of the purest 
marble. I do not wish to infer that the surface of 
the ocean was as smooth as liquid metal, far other- 
wise. During the last three days the motion of the 
Leviathan was as trying to the temper as tlie 
humours of a scolding wife. Standing or walk- 
ing, unsupported by some immoveable stay, 
was as impracticable as progression to an infant, 
and even the consolation of sitting at rest was 
denied us. More, than once, when, during a 
deceitful truce, we had arranged ourselves round 
the stove, to dry our mittens and r^new our 
warmth, has a sudden lift on one side unshipped 
us all, and tumbled us, men and chairs, cats, 
mittens, mugs, pots, and fii*e-irons, to the lowest 
level. Wo$ to him thus caught in an unlucky 
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which pwied doBg^ the qciarter-detsk in gdcidfy 
streams, and the billows rose in might and ^sa- 
jesty, heaving vast bodies of labotmng ide altiog, 
.and whirling them round as if in angry spovt. 
Much canvad was taken in, in oonsequenoe, 
and great precaution used,, to avoid coming m 
contact with any of these floating rocks, which 
met us at every furlong* Indeed, siiice falling 
in with the ice, we have been ^^ traverse ssdling,?^ 
proceeding in a zigzag direction, to elude the 
approaches continually made to us by our orxggy 
adversaries, who seem aa drilling to tilt wilh the 
bows of the Leviathan as St Geoarge coiild have 
been to run against his Dragon. . 

Our observation made us in 71^ 15', but>the 
mildness of tHe air was far greater, thaii I could 
have supposed at such a latitude. We passed 
a Dutch vessd, in the course of the day, as also 
the Henrietta ; and the Margaret of Lobdon 
appeared ahead, crossing our ooiurse^ while the 
main ice was visible at a great distance to the 
westward. Another calm commenced thefoL*^ 
lowing day, but the air was colder, and a dense 
mist enveloped us in a partial obscurity, bestoWi* 
ing upon us, likewise, a continual shower of 
drizzling rain. We could, however, see to a 
few ship*s lengths around, ^nd it wibia well wq 
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couUj £Dr vast quantities of loose ice came poiir- 
ing aixmgf lake troops charging over an .immense 
field of hillocks, rising and falling with the 
waves, apfpearing and vanishing in every direc- 
tJush There was much both of the sublime 
and beautiful, as well to the ear as to the eve. 
in the apparent apptoach and retreat of huge 
masses of ice. At first, they are heard bufiet- 
ing with the biUows, whilst wrapped in mist, 
thou^ close before the vessel. Suddenly they 
appear upon the sight, like giant spectres, glid- 
ing over the blue, foam-crested hills of ocean's 
fancied regions, sinking their white heads to the 
surface, and agam mounting upon a broad 
swell of water, bared even to their very bases. 
It is then that their gaunt and craggy figures, 
armed at all points with gleaming spikes, and 
tusks of spairy lustre, dripping with spray, and 
crowned with wreaths of vapour, seem, like 
sear-monsters risen from the deep, to leap into 
the air. For a time they are stationary, as if 
stretched at ^1 length to gaze about for 
enemies; the waves break and froth among 
thrir feet, and the wind whirls the rising mist 
around their summits. The water appears to 
sink from beneath them, and in an instant thev 
plunge deep into its bosom, wallowing in its 
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* 

angry fmvf^ and are agaixi sbrouded behind 
the has&. 

Sometimes a slender p31ar supports a bitoad 
slab, like a vast table, or an enormous fungus 
floating cm like, sea, and tbe strange image reels 
along, revolving with the waves, and sinking to 
their level, perhaps again to rise; bui often a 
heavy billow rushes up benedth the platform, 
the table dives and disappears, but the base* 
ment that supported it starts above the sur. 
face, and presents some new chimera in shape 
and motion to the eye. 

However grand and delightful sudi ofa^eefe 
were to me, they must have been leas agreeable 
to the captain, who was continually engaged in 
steering the ship dear of these mio^ng rock^', 
which might send it back to Shetland, or b» the 
bottom, if they came in contact with it* Suoh 
accidents have been fatal to many vessels. One 
of the pieces of ice that we passed was dor 
eupied by a small white seal, that lay asleep 
upon It ; at a little distance gi^atly reSemUing 
an idle puppy, slumbering at its ease. 

Seventy-^two d^rees.«-^Yet a fine, mild, hacil;. 
Uant sprii^ morning would have induced me^ 
on tbe ti^renty-seventh, to suppose I .was sailing 
along the southern ^riiores of £ngland, radier 
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tban on the arctic ocean, if I bad not good rea- 
sons for believing the contrary. Howerer, a 
more genial day seldom opens to the eyes of 
my fellow cits, when rusticating in their neat 
boxes along the roads to Hampstead, Bays- 
water, Peckham, or Tooting, and, with feel- 
ii^ oi the greatest pleasure, I turned my back 
upon the fire, threw aside my gloves, and saU 
lied forth upon deck, to view the setting up of 
the " crow's nest," 

This nidification was accomplished by fixing 
an open barrel to the main top-gallant-mast 
head, through the bottom of which a trap-door 
opens upon a staircase, 1 mean a ladder of ropes, 
wi^ wooden bars for steps, instead of ratlins. 
This is, I am told, the invention of ^^ old 
Sooresby,'^ or Captain Scoresby, sen., as renown- 
ed for skill in Greenland fishery, and its mys- 
teries, as Bobin Hood may have been for craft 
oS btick-shooCing,or Rob Roy for levying ^^ black 
mail.^ Not but that I believe the old Dutch 
whdefishers used to build some sort of nest, 
after their own fashion, made up of hoops and 
leadier, and of proper dimensions for contain- 
ing their vast persons, (probably for want of 
bairels of sufficient size) ; but the glory of 
adopting a trim and seanum^fike contrivance, 
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instead of an imjOQense bower 0t hides and 
arches, beloDgs to the father of whale slaughter 
aforesaid. 

The crow's nest is an erie, or watch-tower, from 
whence the movements of the fishes are to be 
espied ; and, when in fidinjggroundy a harpooner 
is constantly stationed in it. His *^ spell/' o^ tum^ 
lasts from two to four hours, often whilst the tern* 
perature is several degrieds below zero^ and yet it 
never seems to have entered into the councils of 
Greenlandmeh, that a covering to the barrel 
would be an improvement It will be objected, 
immediately, that a head to the crow's nest would 
prevent thatf reedom of looking around, which is 
the continual duty of the watchman^ but a move- 
able hood, which would revolve readily on the 
rim of the cask, would sufficiently provide ibr 
this necessity, and if only a circular portion of 
the covering was made to slide roiind, as a pivot 
of rest for the telescope, that would be amply 
sufficient. By this addition to his nest, the har- 
pooner would be def^ded irom the severe and 
biting frost, which sometimes deadens his fingers 
and his nose, and which, when assisted by the 
keen lash of a stiff breeze, is scarcely tolerable. 
I have often wondered to see a poor fellow sit» 
congealing and bleaching for hours to^ther^ at 
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the mast head, durmg a gal^ which has raised 
blisters upon the faces of his comrades upon 
deck, where it is comparatively warm; while 
only the precaution of a piece of tarpaulin, 
raised up at his back, to meet the blast, would 
have saved him from several degrees of cold. 
But the general race of Greenland fishers 
partake much of the stolidity and blindness to 
their own wdfare, which is so conspicuous in the 
animak diey pursue. In my wisdom, exercised 
both duiing my sojourn on board the Leviathan, 
and since my debarkation at the dock, I have 
conceived a hundred improvements of various 
kinds, which would contribute to alleviate tlxe 
hardships of whale catching; I mean to commu- 
nicate my inventions to all those who. shall ask 
them of me. 

Some of the boats were likewise slung over 
the sides of our ship to-day, in which were de- 
posited woapons and lines proper for the service 
for which they were intended. These I shall 
describe, (if I deem it requisite,) at those times 
when they were called into use ; for it may be 
with others as with me, that, when I have read 
a catalogue of names at one time, and have been^ 
brought.acquainted with the things they desig- 
nate at another, I have found my mem(»y most 
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treacherously defi/dent in jsopplying me wil% the 
information I had entrusted to its care, and I 
think it best to spare my vanity, by supposing 
all men*s recollection like my own. 

The progress of these preparations was an- 
UQiinced by three dieers at the completion of each 
boaCs geajr; and I should not omit to mention, 
(like historians of yore,) that during the labours 
of the day, a flock of geese flew by in a train of 
ominous length. No augury, however, was 
derived from their flight ; but the opportunity 
was so fine, that I almost regretted the discdfi- 
tiniiance of soothsaying, t thought, too, of the 
Roman geese, which preserved the capitol, and 
trembled lest these might be of that breed, and 
in league with the whales. 

My fears were dissipated when the hour ctf 
supper arrived, for it was Saturday^ and Satur- 
day night at sea is always a season of jollity. 
The mode of observing these festivals^n Green- 
land^ is by supfnog on fried himg beef -and pun- 
cakes; to which drinkhig, smoking, musie,'alid 
dancing, form aoocrnipaniments ; and afterwards 
singing is not foi^tten, nor the toast of sw^eef- 
hearts and wives, or wives and sweethearts, as 
the doe may be: nor did we of the calmiet ne- 
glect our pmotice of story tellii^. I wasagaJm 
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applied to for the tale of my grandfather; but 
being more in the humour to listen than to nar- 
rate^ I ehided the request, by promising to 
comply when we were too. dull to think of any 
thing else. 

Another fine day. Some finners, (Balaena 
Physalis, the largest species of whale,) were seen 
at a distance from the ship, but they are too 
formidable to attack with safety, and the chance 
of killing them when struck is very slight. 
They obtain their name from a crest, or ridge, 
on the beck, like a fin ; and neither their cil nor 
their bone is so good as those of the mysticetus; 
No ice passed us to-day, but the weather grew 
ocdd and moist, our latitude being 73^, 31''. 
' On the twenty-ninth, eight knots, or miles, 
im hour, carried us along fast to the north 
water, or that portion of the sea inclosed within 
barriers of ice. There is sometimes at the sea 
edge, a long bar of pieces of ice, floating so 
dosely together, as to call for some skill and 
adventure to break through it. This is properly 
termed, (Groenlandice,) a stream of ice, and 
appeiors to be kept together by the adverse ac- 
tions of the current from the north and the 
waves from the south. This spring it was 
wanting, probably from one of these causes not 
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hdxxg in force. We eocountfred it,.}iowever> 
-on our return^ and a sublime treat did it i^ord 
me ; one of the most striking scenes I have he* 
held in this country! More boats were pyt in 
order^ §nd suspended over the quarters of the 
vessel^ amounting in all to seven. l*he jolly 
.boat, or sniallest boat of the set, was slung over 
the stem, and is considered as the captain^s t)wn. 
Two more are placed, by means of proper tackk 
depending from beams, on each side the after 
pert or quarter of the vessel, and one occupes 
either side of the waist or middle. When ready, 
they can all be manned and lowered in two 
minutes; the complement being ^x men to 
each« .* 

Spitzbergen and its climate appeared on the 
thirtieth; but I willingly bore the frost ^nd 
chill breezes,^. which dwell like native genii 
around this grim and desolate region, for the 
gratification of gazing on a land associated with 
my earliest reminiscences among books. At 
presoit, however, it is only a distant object, 
eKhibiting a long track of snowy mountains^ 
which appear to rise out of the sea, and hide 
their summits in the douds. We are in latitude 
T5o; 11", running along the western coast of 
the island^ if this vast tract of sterility mi^y be 8«r 
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called. By the English fishers it is generally 
denominated the east-land, in contradiction to 
the west-land, or Old Greenland, which is the 
real Greenland, although Spitzbergen sometimes 
obtains that name. It extends to a little above 
the eightieth degree, north ; and is celebrated for 
reindeer, bears, foxes, and down, to obtain which 
the Russians are said to leave a party of men 
every winter, whom they relieve in the summer, 
when they supply their place by a fresh com- 
pany. 

We look around for ice in vain, although the 
cold is tolerably severe. This morning I was 
obliged to thaw the ink in the stand, before I 
could write ; but though there is constantly a 
good fire maintained in the cabin, the door is 
always left open, and a draught of freezing air 
is unceasingly pouring into it. This custom of 
keeping the door unclosed has imposed itself 
upcjn me, in spite of my lack of superabundant 
health; and notwithstanding the inconveniences 
occasionally arising from it, I feel less at ease 
when it is shut; so tyrannical are acquired 
habits. I do not, however, approve of wash- 
ing the cabin floor every morning, as practised 
here without omission. In the afternoon, both 
William and myself thought proper to take an 
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idle spell ia our beds; perhaps a little influenced 
by the cold, which We affected to despise. It is 
true there was no ice to look at, and the land 
was too far off to afford aitertainment for any 
length of time ; and it should.be considered, be* 
sides, that night has ceased, so that our hour of 
]*etiring to repose has become somewhat inde^ 
finite; but, be the reason what it may, we 
waited till our worthy commander had turned 
out to go upon deck, that he mi^t not jeer us, 
and then we turned in. 

One cause of this lubb^Iy conduct was a de- 
sire to discuss the remainder of my fnend^s 
adventure with the night constaUe, of which. he 
had already told me the issue, but not the par* 
ticulars ; nor hdd we been well able to discource 
upon certain relative points &at we wished ito 
settle. We sculked to bed aoccnfdingly, and, 
having wrappied ourselves in our blankets, as 
snugly as bears in their shaggy hides, William 
continued his stray. 
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I HAVE told you," said he, " that I was con- 
ducted, rather unceremoniously, to an under- 
ground cell, and locked up amongst a number 
of prisoners of various descriptions ; and I will 
just give you a slight profile of this dungeon, in 
which several gentlemen were immured all 
night, together with a number of blabkguards 
of the vilest character. I do not complain of 
being placed there in my own person, because I 
was detained on a charge of felony, although 
imjustly, but there was a genteel youth shut 
up in it, whose offence was merely being taken 
with a pistol in his hand, which he had been 
firing by way of rejoicing; an action which 
could only be considered as a misdemeanour of 
the slightest kind. What aggravates the brutar 
lity of the watchhouse keeper and his assistants, 
was, that, while the watchmen were bringing in 
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scores of well dressed persons, for the simple 
crime of dischcffgingfire-arms atth^irown doorsin 
private streets, there was ariotous crew of fellows 
stationed on either sideof Oxford-street, opposite 
St. George's market, which is close by the watch- 
house, who made it their undisguised sport to 
fling squibs and crackers into the coaches that 
were continually passing, and to frighten the 
horses by their shouts and fireworks. Th^ 
ncHse and uproar of this host of miscreants, which 
occasioned several accidents in the course of the 
evening, was distinguishable in the cell, and yet 
the guiardiani di the night arrested persons for 
firing pistols in back streets, while they paid 
no attention to real offenders dose under theii^ 
no6^. The secret spring of this behaviour was; 
that the little mob was composed of butcher's 
boys, hawkers of fish and vegetables, and others 
of that class, who must have gone to ' quod* 
without eeremoAy, and from thence to the hoyse 
of correction, 'whilst the * gentlemen^ put their 
hand^iirto their pockets, and bought themselves 
off. I had a peep behind the scenes of ' justicie 
on thb troublesome occasion, which has been a 
lesson to' me ever since. Although that same 
infernal villahn, Frendesgast, played me another 
trick of his calling, som^ short' while afterwards. 



N 



THE CHABIOTEEB. SI 

which I will tell you another time — I might 
have hanged him then, but he was spared for a 
future occasion. 

" There is within the precincts of M — b— nne 
watchhouse a little yard, into which a sort of 
arched cell abuts, exactly like a coal cellar, open* 
ing into an area. The lower part of the front 
of this cell is walled up, nearly breast high, and 
the uj3per portion is grated with iron bars, 
through which the air enters at will. There h a 
door on one side, and through it I was protruded 
into a herd of beings of every sort and bearing. 
Before I could see any thing, for, as I had come 
from a lighted room, the darkness was almost 
palpable, my ears were saluted with conversation 
and jests of the most disgusting description, and 
it was sometime ere I found that there were a 
few decent persons in company. These I dis- 
covered, at length, at the back of the dungeon, 
quietly occupying the least distinguished part ; 
for there were upwards of twenty wretches, 
quarrelling, swearing, and blackguarding in 
front 

** I will not attempt to detail my feelings whilst 
I leant against the wall, reflectingon my situation, 
and on the misrepresentations likely to be made 
of it among my acquaintance. They were bit- 
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ter enough/ you may be sure, especially wUeb ]| 
considered the uneasiness iny absence from home! 
would occasion to my father and mother, and 
the pain fhey would endure on learning thie 
cause of it. By degrees pay grief and oppres-* ' 
si(»i of spirits abated, and I felt resentment, and 
resolution to be revenged on those who had so 
wantonly imprisoned me, rise strongly in my 
mind. I passed several hours in calculating on 
my means of compassing my determined ven- 
geance, and I have since thought it singular, 
that I did not once calculate oil the chance 
I ran of being hanged or transported, for the 
alleged ofiPence of knocking down a coachman, 
and running away with his vehicle.'' 

*^ Why,^ interrupted I, ** the reason yoii did ^ 
not take the probability of being * tucked up*' 
into consideration was, that you knew yourself 
to be innocent, and expected to make the ma^ 
gistrate believe so. But, my dear fellow, I 
imagine all your romantic account of the way in 
wluch you possessed yourself of the coach, and 
your being in the act of driving it to the green- 
yard, would have gone for nothing, if some 
bloodhound of a police officer, or a deputy thief-^ 
taker, or any mongrel cur of the breed, had 
chosen to yelp out an oath, to certify your guilt. 
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II is a pretty gencurally received maxim, that no 
man is to be treated as if guilty, till he is found 
so by a jury ; but almost every trial shews, that 
the accused party is in some degree preeon- 
demned, by the harsh construction which is put 
upon the evidence in his favour. His defe<ice 
is always suspected^ his witnesses are looked 
upon as abettors of crime, and his very person 
is scrutinized with an eye of malevolence and 
prejudice. This may be said not to be the fault 
of the court, but of the human mind, since no 
one can prevent the behaviour of individuals 
towards the party indicted ; but it is not con- 
formable to the doctrine I have quoted, that a 
prisoner should be treated with severity before 
he is brought to trial. Should a British subject 
be cast into a dungeon, be kept upon bread and 
water, be tasked to perform hard labour, and 
be deprived of the society of his dearest rela- 
tions, merely on the charge of some broker in 
pefjury, whose trade it is to appraise the lives 
and lil^ty of his fellow creatures, and swear 
them into the hands of a turnkey or a hangman ? 
Blood-money is abolished, since two or three- 
gefntlemen thief-takers strove to entrap some 
ignorant countrymen into uttering base coin ; 
but the scandalous practice of dividing fines and 
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penalties betweeti the informer and the court 
still remans, and many A poor fellow is ^ hauled 
up,** merely to put money into the pocket of his 
accuser, for crimes which exist only in the false 
acts and hacknied lies of a ^ulless bloodsucker.'". 
*> Upon my word,** cried William, bursting 
mto a laugh, <* you are goidg upon a new tack 
with your ortetion on jurisprudence, and I am 
wUlihg to side with you in all you have said, 
seeing that I have been a sufferer from the said 
Polypi of the law, who never leave their grasp 
while there is blood to suck out of their prey ; 
but, till you can procure a band of automaton 
Sbirri, who possess the faculty of seizing offend* 
ers, without the stimulus cff avarice or private 
malice,, you must iiot look for prisons and watch-, 
houses free from innocent captives. Stiil^ I 
agree with you, to allow police officers and con-> 
stables to receive rewards for apprehending 
individuals, is a dangerous temptation to their 
honesty, and I was witness to its being tog strong 
for their morality; nor do I allow the justice 
of Paley's opinion, ' that it is better a guiltless 
man should be executed, than that a rogue 
should escape' — but ^ ad rem,* as mine ancient 
friend and dux vise, Thomas Wheeler, pf botanig 
memory, was wont to observe. 
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*< In the course of the m^t, an attempt was 
made, by some of the most desperate of the 
prisoners, to escape ; and they were little short 
of succeeding in their scheme. Mtoy of them 
bad gunpowder in their pockets, which they had 
employed for their amusement before they were 
taken ; but now they thought of turning it to a 
more serious account. They had notice that 
the man who served as janitor; on the entrance 
of fresh captives, (for several more were intio- 
duoed to damp and di^kness after my arrival,) 
neglected to put the bars across the door, as he 
seemed to rely on the strength of a massy lock, 
which formed one of the fastenings. 

** Upon observing this, several began to fill 
the interstices of the wards with gunpowder, 
pushing it in with a stick, as far as it would go. 
After having crammed in as much as possible, 
they appended to it a piece of rag, rubbed with 
powder, and one of them having a gunflint 
in his pocket, a thousand sparks were struck 
from the back of the knife, to make it ignite. 
It did catch fire at last, and every one ran back 
upon us at the farther end of the cell, to be as 
far from the explosion as the dungeon would 
allow. I shall not soon forget the breathless, 
and I mi^ almost say, the awful silence, which 
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dwelt for a few moments in the litde den, where 
there had been but an instant before so much 
noise and confusion. 

<^ The intense darkness of our priscm oontri-* 
buted greatly to heighten the interest of bur 
situation; for when the match, which at> first 
burnt slowly, began to sparkle and gUtter, as it 
consumed, it threw momentary gleams of light 
across our cell, and displayed a collection of 
faces, each strange to the other, and marked 
with as many different expressions as there were ^' 
visages. 

*^ Trifling as the circumstances may now ap- 
pear, there was much of deep feeling, and strong 
excitement, produced by this occurrence. The 
sudden and imperfect glimpses of nearly thirty 
human beings, crowded confusedly together, at 
one extremity of a ' black' hole,' and gazing ui- 
tently on an object which gleamed irregularly 
at the other, had moi^e of the sublime than any 
thing else I have ever witnessed. — The murky 
gloom,' which rendered every object in^itaUe, 
seemed suddenly to depart, and a bright ghx^ 
exhibited, (as if it created them,) a crowd qC 
faces of every kind, from the youthf^il ajod 
anxious countenance of the gaily dresjt ^ripli^^ 
to the stem and savage scowl of :the obii^robfit^. 
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£veiy combuiation of feature,- revealing the 
pasedons of hope, fear, and reckless daring, 
started upon the eye, illuminated with unearthly 
bodgfatiiesa; but ere the attention could fix itself 
upon a single object, the whole was gone, to- 
gether with the light that shewed them. 

" The effects of this * gunpowder plot* were 
not, however, confined to the imagination. We 
bad all good reason to apprehend that, when the 
explosion took jdace, the whole, or part of the 
lock might be driven violently among us, and 
inflict a greater or less degree of injury ; and it 
was the uncertainty which every one felt of his 
own exemption from danger, which caused such 
earnestness of attention. All eyes wererivettedon 
the keyhole, and on the match, which threw out at 
one moment swift scintillations so rapidly that 
the interior of the dungeon became quite bril- 
liant, and then again seemed extinguished, so 
that we were in total darkness. During these 
intervals, the more prudent prisoners remon- 
strated with- the conspirators, on the rashness of 
their enterprize, and pointed out its folly, but 
the answers they received did not encourage 
much conversation. The most decisive reply 
^s, tliat it was then too late to object to it, 
unless the dissatisfied would go forward and pull 

c 2 
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ratdtehalf-bumtHiatdii-^'tiieasuri^^idh did 
dot appear a^eeable to those ijrhofeared'ktatar 

dtttiaiioe^ * '• '• " •'-' ^ • •* •'•'• '- • ^' 

^ 'At%ngtfa, the fins ^a^ ijon^kl^ed mtu BisA 
ihe gang began to advance fi^m l3ie back ef the 
cell towards the door, to examhie the ciftn^^ 
its extinction ; and one of them had| I b&liev^^ 
plirced. his hand upon the lock, when a birrst of 
^arks threw him into dismay, and dirove hiln 
tumb&ngoverhis retreating comrades, tbthe reilx< 
of thecaTe. Host of us laughed leud at this siwJ 
prise, in spite of our fears, but/ we grew siksit 
as Matues, when we foistnd that th^ match kepf 
burning vividly, expecting every instant that th^ 
explosion would take place. I could at thi^ 
time see clearly every countenance in the dMn 
^on, for the illumination was splendid^ tbou^ 
from so small a source, and I have never behdd^ 
even in paintings of fire scenes and incMitfttioiiiil 
ieatores more strongly characterized with intense 
iMerest* I do* not think a breath Was drawn/ 
near a glance turned frcusi the sperkliiig HhiiB/ 
Ittrtr^a movement made by any of the prifi(!aiefh»/i 
\ *^Oar attention v^as excited to. the utiliosi 
when we heard footsteps approadhMg. "Sottil 
doe whispered) < thatfs the tcnffiik^^-^i^'H^^te 
just' in- time to get 'his rewaiidis ^^ikf ^|)sel&i^ 
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liaiir became^punfulft aod I wiabed to call out to 
^(^^ j«ilor to keep oS fpr ^ few itioments ; but I 
did not do so, for I believed that before be 
qoqld havQ niade out what I meant, it would 
^ too latei amd probably he would not have 
b^^eded mj; advice. He traversed the little yard, 
orarea, and came close to the door, while the 
match threw out fiery particles more rapidly. 
* j^et us give him three cheers when he gets his 
kopek down blow^^ cried a miscreant ^ Staad 
biKsk!' bawled out another, whose humanity 
was more strong; but with unconscious dex* 
terity, the man. put his key into the lock, and 
pushed oi|t the fuze at the moment it was 
§bout to explode the powder with which the 
k^ was charged — for before it fell to the 
I^QWd, ^ squib, to which it was attached, caught 
fire^ wd danced about the cell, cracking a^d 
hissmg like a little demon. Thus ended . thia 
^fempted f rap^ of the lock C but the turnkey 
feuftdjfiome difficulty in getting his key to turn : 
it, eoitered ea^Iy enough through the straight 
pass^^^. but. the intricacies of the wards were 
l&ulS^ with gunpowder, apd baffled his ingenuity 
^ ^me tiioe* This interruption to his fimc- 
lien# caused .gKeat mirth among the prisoners, 
yf^,^i^ aV/in their power to impede his success, 
l^ inserting pieces of rag and sticks into the 
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keyhole f whilst he was striving to clear oiit the 
first impediments ; but, after much trouble and 
altercation, seasoned with threats and abuse of 
every kind, the portal was unclosed, and a fresh 
jail-bird ushered into our already crowded cage. 

" Whilst this was going forward, many pro- 
posed a general rush out upon the turnkey, as 
soon as the door was opened ; but it was fouild 
that he had noticed the gunpowder in the lock, 
and he was heard to call several others to his 
assistance ; and when the new comer had passed 
the grim barrier, it was secured by bars being 
fastened across the exterior. Afterwards, the 
master of the ceremonies, and his coadjutors, 
stepped round to the barrier in front, and read the 
refractory a lecture on their abortive attempt to 
get out, reviling them all in good set terms, and 
promising fetters and handcuffs to every one^ if 
aiiother cons{nracy took place. 

<^ To this speech, which was beard in silence 
for some time, a reply was suddenly made, by A 
discharge of several hats full of a certain fluids 
through the windows, direct in the faces of l)l6 
speakers, accompanied by an irregular shout^ 
and followed by a shower of Httfe miisnl^s^ 
picked up about the vault This xamlt; which 
was arranged while the ttffrikey's abuse wiisbdng 
delivered, threw that fiery Cerberus into a violent 
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paBsion ; but his ireful expressioiis were cmly rei- 
oeived with jeers and laughter, and he was com- 
pelled to retire, dripping like a wet swab, and 
swearing to be revenged. These follies, or 
whatever else you may call them, are specimens 
of the manners of the wretches with whom I 
was immured for nine hours, in a den unfit for 
a pigstye." 

" But why did you not send home, and try 
to get bail?" said I, interrupting my friend. 
. << Because mine was not a bailable ofience,*^ 
replied William. ^^ Many of the prisoners, 
whose crimes amounted to letting off squibs and 
pistols, (having at the same time good coats on 
their backs,) were liberated as soon as messages 
could be forwarded to their friends ; but could 
I have obtained the same privilege, I doubt 
whether I should have taken ^advantage of it, so 
Utde was I disposed to make my parents ac- 
quainted with my unlucky adventure. At 
length xnoming came, and the grey dawn de- 
scemded into the little court before our prison 
grating, with chill and gloomy slowness. The 
dismal atmosphere that surrounded us grew gra- 
dually more dear, while the darkness appeared 
to sink into the earth, like the foulness of a 
turbid pool^ unwillingly permittmg the light to 



peas iiut jBiflnadnsi Ifl^xfirnfggddiafidifmnicfirbiti 
i ri l ijiM i tip cfiMitigfe)^.'^^ flitoiitulli;tlaid'{(Q3lb 

Bibited l^ tkef^gkoodiof AejsparkBiig Ar^JUxap 

oampamons shewed, the palei^essi iiof jddwitc^ 
afad :waiit rof i-est, sitll .moce- depteaeed witibr tfacr 
tfoiKKSoiisiiess of idee and giiilt, and thelfariofi 
1^«ppra»^hingjexaniinadon5» whSe tlieir:dre8sa9^ 
be&ire -onijr slig^djr exhifaited bj a. .SBd^em 
gUoDce^ as if to give tbeoLa .dramatut ra^ednbrn^ 
now displayed all the wjetched. and dirtytneglw 
^MRSe of cpoverty \ and want of , deoem^* Th^ 
iphft 4GUid Jtorbulence of the .most ,dai»% kadii 
evapomted, and left feelings of .morpae doggmt? 
ness or .complaint. behmd, and jesta and liiugbt^ 
Hrere dmnged into mormurs and 4espondeqjtie« ^i 
i ^ As I b^dd the figures of the pnsoners .gffipF 
flUsniBntarily more disdnot, like the ghostsiof ^3)s 
b^t^ fidons banning the cell from cwjiicfe^-tbeje 
hid ^been taken . to jexecution^ I afaraddeted) Ja 
think I must be led through the streets eoiiplBd 
witih some of thk. ill-looking gang^ Ii^ic^d 
liate' cursed in my heart t^ oocaiokbi i«Uch 
Iteoi^ht mgr -Vanity aiui n!iy repiifcaittolL'i«l;oi^Mk 
j^pardy, but that the ceooUectbn of the<hdit% 
tiful qreature I had served through h^aisirateindl 



Ite^kttamte tf ta^voAMon^ moA I ^riU sot 
dttiy 4ialt-tbe lome ftf the tomaBtesque serred ta 
t]ii)diffiil itfU ferther. There was an air oi 
adiiie^iure*;ikboat the circumstaiices that had 
iOCfllti:3buted'ta' «rf miBfoitune, which daszkd 
loi^-cMtfada ^enae) eren whilst I sorely felt the 
iBcbKveBieaae to wUdi I was subjected ; and> 
Ak qiite of niy martificBtion and distress, I found 
liKiidir gratifiealion, in thinking of the favourable 
ifflpieBsioa my behaTiour would of course make 
idpoo the fur unknown, who rode in the 
ehariot,'' 

.. ^f.Were you ft> green," said I, " as to im»« 
ginfe that the damsel would look upon you othor 
Aaa as a great goose caught in a trap, into 
which y4>u had no buaness to fall, — ^a trap^ too, 
whkh:' probid^ly she had ^eryed to bait ; for I 
SiiEiS|ieGt this Cleopatra of yours was only a 
scakyused to ^teooy young buzzards, like your* 
9^'^-m' sort of female elephant, trained to 
bad- .di^- wdld ones into snares where the hun« 






i^ii^Fdace^isaolentr interrupted the lover; 
ffjfatat iibcsA no sense of shame dwelling in thy 
nbaogjEiHcal. said j^ What right hast thou to 
gafahl&'ittiiis of one of the most perfect of 

traoDOjadsiB^-^r' ^ - 
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ffoii^y which «taad« nexi in ptiaiageaiturQ to 
^IfJove, and ui) tfaeref<pre, qt .sopie acfCouat 
anioDgfit niisii. We fip»l (tf im thivk w^l df ouc- 
i^es, and, then, atoondly^ Aii^pi^qt our xidigh- 
hour of every indifiation that i« evU> Md aocord- 
ingly we ordain law3 and punisbmenMi, to ei«rb 
those wicked ways we are so kind as to (daoe to 
his account. Of Gouise, did we sufipose that we 
-oureelveB could be guilty ci crime, we ahouid 
never' institute chastisement, for no nan would 
twist a rope, if he thought it would become bis 
haHer." 

^ Fray what has all this wiidom to do with 
my story ?" said William. 

^* Nothing that I ean see,^ answered I^-*- 
^' unless the allusicm to a halter may bear upon 

it." " 

<^ Confound your alludlons, and iUusl^tioils 
too,^' esLcIaimed my fiiend« *^ You would do 
exoellently well for a chajdain to. a gaql; due 
condemned wretches would have no lack of 
warning of their &te, or of Isctiires grave enough 
to make them wish themselves in their graves to 
be rid of you ; but, hold yoinr tongue, and let 
mine have full scope at present 

*^ About nine o*dock, whilst many of us were 
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lam^tnig the want of breakfast, and others 
WeaP& wishing the time of examination pasaed, so 
totueh weve they indined to prefer certainty of 
jumidiment to 8uq)tfi8e, the turnkey unlocked 
our prison door, and bade us come outf by pairs. 
Thii^ command was readily obeyed, for we were 
heartily weary of confinement in such a narrow 
ai^ comfortless coop; and, although we knew 
we were substracted in couples, in order to be 
handcuffed, even this degrading treatment seem- 
ed a pleasant alternative to being buried alive. 
As soon as I comprehended the nature of this 
proceeding, it became my object to associate my- 
self with some one of the most decent prisoners, 
that my appearance in the streets might be 
less disgraceful; but although I contrived to 
go out with a respectable looking captive, I was 
disappointed. Our Cerberus and his mates had 
not forgotten nor forgiven the affiront that had 
been offered to them during the night, and their 
revenge was gratified, by joining those whom 
^they called the dandies with the most squalid 
aad disgusting of the crew. It was useless for 
me to protest I had no hand in the firolicy and 
to beg I might be allowed a coach, for which I 
would pay treble the cost ; the angry janitor 
vowed, whilst be locked me to a brutal half 



^iie .freqilent; oceaMcm ,ta^ii»t:ti^ the JieisiEy^ii t»^ 

jiiafi tpiuohiog me--Tthftt ivif ljEnfllfig^thi»^ki^ 

,)^k<^ my neek cmiI; <d theiooofe^./ My ri^ptljr 

t^lliii^sarcaimwasAii aiigry we^.butit w^qfi^p 

lavatl to be angry with a ri^lan^'whose beiuH 1^413 

jEi0rhiffd asth^ iroa befaatened round my wasi^ 

, V J^. When tbirteen couple of. us wer^ tntoaoied) 

.."ffft Mrece led through the watd^'house o«tt iito 

^e street befcn;e.it> and we £Min4 a posse, df 

tsodstablea and watchmen, those, who hadtab^ 

and received us in charge, waUi^ ta escort us 

to Marylebone Polioe Office. Oh what a bi^li^ 

jiwell 49f indignaticni boikd xxp in my he^^ when 

X. waa. brought . forth before a mob of pecfdf, 

1 4l#emUed to witness the < tum^t' of thewatd^ 

bouse* .1 did^not feel kiclined' tohaiilg^j^ 

ik^i and hide my countamnce ; but I locj^^ 

:^[«t at that viUaiu Prend^rgast, .^ha Jnscdently 

^l^uched his hat to me with a malign smiri&'O&ifais 

i^m^t -find then at. a great. |io9lilioii!ff<«lnpy 

wbieb bung as a aigo ircm the door' of )fti whip. 

maker'a shopneady opposite ith^pintem^wd* I 

oottld almost, ha^e ^ven my lifeL to thaive bean 

allowed to employ itfinedy oi?^r:lhe ba<;k o^Ae 
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•MuHcy ^yttrO) %lfo'hiid played me this daninAl>te 
JlA^k ' tf Im eroftt I €lo not doubt that I glared 
bt' bim wMi ii look that shewed all the Tiolenoe 
^t'Vxf rage^ fer be «eeini^ to shrink when he 
^ntoontered n^y glatice, and the grin which he 
iuii^ displayed, when be ifitst approached mtf 
Mnk "Intcy hia former vile ^nit-throat expression 
«f' feature. He was accompanied by two or 
thii6e> of the fellows, whom I had met on the 
€dge (tftthe pool on Constitution Hill, and they, 
too, w«re jeering among themselves, most pro* 
ibaUy at my ntuaUon. I shall never be able 
ctd^imnish from my memory the pangs of Airy 
I fdt, while I witnessed their mirth; but it 
tN^diild be impossible to describe them. 
,: (vWo w&e marshalled into a train as soon as 
thld night constable, (or whatever he was,) ap. 

^feared with his book of charges, and proceeded 
'«like a pack of hounds, leashed together, along 
^marylebone-lane, guarded by our whippers-in, 

and flanked and^ followed by a herd of idle boys 
. ahd women ; — some of them the friends of the 
r prisonem, others mere spectators from curio^ty. 
- <* If yon have ever met with a procession of 

dds kind in your walks, you know that all eyes 

aro turned upon it, and you may easily guess 

my fadings on this occasion. 
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scQondxsel to wbcHh I wa» yoked maihtilkled' k 
lopd raili^ <fii^te widi ap ttu^ v/hb ealled 
herself bis wife, while be denied fdl xK^nbeod&n 
inth her; and their hrawling^drew the attentioa 
of the passengers to faim, and pf eourse upon 
me, i^fao being arvayed Id a- holiday auit, formed 
a striking contrast to his torn and filthy ex* 
tenon How many mental execrations did I 
Htter during, this parade of my disgrace, and 
JbQw many vows of revenge did I suspend over 
.the devoted heads of Prender^et and Jarvey t 

<^ I received not a litde consolation, however, 
in recollecting that I should pass across the 
street in which the fair cause of my mishap had 
jmformed me she resided, and the h^)e of being 
^een by her in the situation to which my gal* 
lantry had reduced me, made me hold up my 
head boldly during the transit'^ 

>^ With all due reverence to the ^ fair cause* 
you speak of," said I, ^' I should think it 
cwould have been but grateful, had she sent, 
you some consolation to your prison, in the 
shape of fine words and Idnd speeches, or in the 
;nore substantial form of a solid breakfast*'^ 

*^ What, you are thinking of the eight bells 
again P^ cried my fricaid : *^ You monstrous glut*^ 
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leu ! €mmj Iniofi^wies giye rise to no other 
feqluigs in y^ur booom than deaires of egling ?'' 
! ^^ I hUve no sudbi deiires just now, I BBOOxe 
jm^ I replied ; '< but I think your misfor- 
tuaes must have {Hroduced inclinations of that 
deteripticm in you during their progress ; for, 
if I mbtake not, you had not taken any re* 
fieshment smce dinnig the day before.*" 

^^ Peace, thou embryo alderman !" exclaimed 
William. ^' I tell you I thought no more of eat- 
ing than — ^than you did when I first told you of 
my intended voyage to these seas. You had none 
of that ravenous faculty at that time, wliich now 
has becxmie your only profession. I should not 
leonder to find you chaiige into a shark before 
we return home, merely for the sake of devour- 
ing food.'* 

'^ A singularly good reason, loo," said I, ^* for 
many a man has become a greater monster, 
only for the sake of filling bags with heavy 
metal*^but go on with your starveling story — 
goon." 

"We were met," continued William, "at 
the termination of Marylebone-lane, opening 
into High-street, by the. coachman idio had 
given me in charge, accompanied by a friend, 
as he called him, who took an opportunity of 



as to get me discharged. I prei^ecjl ]jcifli$i^.( 
to jdi^iK dlSBT^ althQugh I wpuld ic(it|ie]: Ji^ye If^m 
executdlr^hw have giviep..QcAoi^ tp^t^,^^^9i^^) 
tW^^iby: liHirying mys^U oSj Mxxi I .tqld .t%&l'^ 
l^ffr, to.caU hi^ friend iQoDg^jyde.' IlevJbepkope^ 

to him;^ as we walked- |o9:ward» 3|)4 P^<^^^^ 
caPMbiy^ and rq»eated what the iytber h^d si&d; 
hn^iiF^a. he had fimsbedhi^ peopp^ X told^ 
1^^ would see him df^mned he&iie.I waiil4, 
pult'fiiCiney into the hands of sudi.^i rascal, . ^ 

': ^^ '[^hai you> shall be hang^ i^nd damnedi 
biMtiy" exfdaimed Jarv^y^i quitting xx^ . 1^ l^ 
1p^;;and in a few minutes more ^ur ipa9^, 
tm?B^ down Paradise^s^eet^ and ire wexe le^, 
tj^,^Qiigh a court to the Police-office* ( ..\.!^ 

j:^$* ||in& was not the first cbjBCPg^ PK^^ )^}^% 
sp-thai.l was compelled to wait for. so«^^/tifxm^ 
y^ j^wMpf stroQg-room^ till my Uunu,e9[(g% 
J^fif^ i^y. musings were uoplea^nt ^9if^ '^ Ji\ 
h^ li^q;^ to have found some onCspt, the ojS^^ 
on the part of the ladies I had resciiei]^ p^^ 
t^e uypb ini the Park, to 4xtform.,me^^thi^it]^ 
nfmUct cpfx^ fiprward as witpesfe^^. ip. iibiy^fa.>c^^> 

tn4fi«d»r4;M expe<*«d^to sjee th^n y^B^^ gyr, 
arrival ; but upon enquiry, if any persons an-^ 



s^ermg' Ithteir deseriptiott ' ^rere in aUetukoee^ 
oPli&d been there, I was satisfi^ that I mm 

-^J knfew Hdw it would be,*' exdaimed I, 
^* ^tkie Women were some commcAi jades.^ 

^^^Hold youi* slanderous tongue,^ kitemipfeed 
Wffliatit, *' and hear me with patience, or you 
w(ff drive stil my patience out of my brain. 

'**'Beft(re I gave the coachman my answer Uv 
his ' profiRTed < accommodation,' I had endea* 
VcMrdl to learn from him the number of the 

house in B- Street, to which he had driven 

liis fare, and the names of the occupiers ; but 
he was too wily to let me get the weather-gage 
of'Mtn. I was, therefore, unable to send and 
request the attendance of the witnesses. How- 
ever, as I knew that, unless I were dismissed 
at 6niie, I should be remanded, and could get 
nff fiiends to Search the street before the next 
astainination, I was not uneasy, except feeling a 
Httle^hurt that the ladies were not ready to give 
evidence in my favour, without being solicited 

**t)fd it never enter your head," said I, 
*^ diat these decoy birds of yours, having dra\m 
you into a snare, would be the last persons to 



hidp you out of ii» uniesa tbsy i^ectivM ^lyandr 
iaED&GD]isidei»don6prthdbrsen4oe0?'V <^ 

*< Do you thiak," said Wfllifitti* " thai wy; 
imagidaticiu could ever edgeoder tiuch coM 
blooded cynical ideass as spriag i^ like rnmiu' 
Booms fcopi your warmthless brain P-^1 AouU 
isther say like pois<»K)tts fungusesy growing ill 
a chill dank facdlow tree — the noxious inhal^ 
tants of a noisome cell !-*-No I my belief was» 
that the ladies might be too fine to trouble 
dsomselTes with the aSSEurs of- a. police offi^i 
and I was sorry that one ^o beautiful a^ the 
youngest, should let ajBTectadon/ir idleness xiver^ 
power the bumamty I kne^r she niust possess.'^ 
;, ^ Oh it is a fine thing to be in love, I see^'^ 
said I, *' especially for the party beloved ; buit 
go on with your £^otiad^go 09 with your 
sflory, gallant Leader—- go on.** 

** I sat,^' oontimsed the lover, *« for about 119; 
hour «id a hal^ immersed in refiectkHi% b^Gur^ 
I was called np^ and I was rery glad when.tbci 
^wunons did ccnne, I was theli «onduc^)ed intoi 
mi apartment, where I found my a^cuscTv fliodi 
his >^tnesses» together with two or thcee ma- 
gistrates, clerks, and others, ready to hear' ^^ 
fences, and take down dqpositiona. 
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' ^^ Jarvey was catted upon first, to gtate his 
complaint) which he did with so many aggrava- 
ribns-ffiMl exaggerations, that I felt inclined to 
admire the fellow for his impudent facility of 
lying. — ^I was prompted to smile at his false oon^ 
eeits, and to drive my fist into his face, for hia 
diameless allegations, which he arranged so 
phtusibiy, that his tale might have passed for a 
vmtal of facts with many simple bodies, who 
take assertions for proofs. In addition to .the 
ttdsr^presentations he had made at the watch- 
bouse, he now said that he had observed me 
fot some time about town, associating with a 
gang of dissolute fellows ; and he added, that 
he had once seen me snatch at a handkerchief, 
i^idl liung from a gentleman's pocket, at the 
door of the Haymarket Theatre. 

'^ Prendergast, taking his cue from this abomi- 
adi^e Msehood, b^an a string of villainous 
aocusations of the same kind, whilst the coach- 
ttian edg'ed in corroborative insinuations, to« 
^ttther with some more direct charges of crimes 
he had seen me commit ; so that, in the course 
of ten or fifteen minutes, I found myself con. 
verted from an inoffensive, thoughtless youth 
into a guilty wretch, practised and hacknied in 
every species of fraud and larceny. Instead, 



^0w&mri of foeUqfs ^sonfomidediiit the 9«t^f|«^ 
lation, of exlraordmary chiu^g^ah. l f^wd^i))!^ 
if)irits rise as firesh i|ddiiJ0D6 w^ivs 3»i«df tp ,t)^ 
O9^1ogui3 of: my iaiqiiiti^a ; aad^ le/ig^ ;wb^ 
Pneader^ast fategaa to state^ by uray of pn^yiog 
ipoe a^suapiciouB cb^cactei?, * that h^ reiQeQilfef^ 
^ctebig me ducked in tbe.Mple^ for puU^g,,fi| 
a lady^s ear-ring, dumg a %bt at Moulfi^ 
Hursts I burst into a lawl laugh) wbifihiStopped 

hpCl short* r ia:^ 

r. ^^^f These accusations seem to make you vmryd 
{moner/ siud the magistrate, ^ pray can j9VLjS4fh 
fote them aa readily as you can hiugb aA)tb^?f 
. <^ * I think I can. Sir,' said I ; < but I have li^. 
ti^il^sses here yet, to strength^ . my d^foncne^ 
la £act, I ba.ve had no opportunity of; dofiiOQi^ 
thcJF attendance.' t.u' 

? ^'*You shall have every aooqmmodaj&miyot^ 
ffpii vish in that way,' replied his* ii«a)rshi|^ 
twould you like to be i«mand«d. t^l-. Icnmihr 
row?' -., -%' rrs 

^ ^^^M shall thai^c you to. do so/ Jaid I|.rSt>M 
alb^nr me 6rst to state all I. know, of (his ^Vf^h^ 
ter, that the char^ may.A9t be aPDad^ puhlk^ 

urithcxut its. contradictia]:!.' . :, . < u o" 

^^Leave was given, imd I related iilsiqud^liqff 
I9yr actions during the. prece^ipg doy* f^yaa^e^* 
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quirecl to shew that theftSfdr of the coach was the 
itstik of a cdnspiraej between the driver and the 
l^owii I had disappcHnted in the morning. I 
promised' to bring forward persons who cotdd 
^it^^ear to the truth of the facts I had rehited; 
and I said, I hoped, by means of handbills and 
Advertisements, Co meet with the country gentle- 
fitian who had been hustled. 
' ^•* T\\ save you any further trouble on his ae* 
count, my young friend,' cried a voice from 
hiMnd me, which, on turning, I found to be 
that- of the squire himself. * Will your wor- 
shfp allow me to be sworn ?"* continued he; ' I 
atai the country gentleman of whom this brave 
kid has been speaking, and that gibbet-faced 
$^tmdrel' there, Prendergast, is the man who 
had his hand on my watch-chain yesterday 
ifiomfoig. lil prove it, if he II strip off his 
dcfilt, tw I dealt him such a punch under the 
T%fet%^^ am sure has left the print of my knuckles 
on his skin.* 

^ Jhreifdergast's bloated visage seemed to shrink 
ai*^ iieard * this assertion ; it certainly turned 
^e^ ^YsSit he muttered, * The gemman's a fool 
to ask such a thing of a man who never saiwbim 
ilhbk^Ub l9eft)te.' 
-^«t«v-Yoti have both seen me and felt me, T teR 
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you, Sir,^ exdaiiBed my newly-feimd fiiend, 
^and I charge you with atteiopting to Bteal 
my .Tratch;' 

'^^ ^ Let us dispose of the young geutleman^fiT 
ease -first,^ interrupted tibe magistrate, ^ axid 
let thexIeiHk administer the oadi required/ 

«* < Certainly, Sir,' replied the squire, (for sd I 
termed him in my imagination,) and immedi. 
ately, being sworn, .he described, more fully tfaim 
I have done, the scene of tumult on the brink of 
the pool, identifying not only Prendergast aa 
doe of the active pickpockets, but also two of 
the .-witnesses, whom he had brought to pr^ve 
the pretended attack on the colu;hman, as 
abettors in the fray. Thesie fellows, whom be- 
fore I had scarcely noticed, I could now plainly 
see were some of thosie who had stood and 
watched me whilst I was sitting on the box to 
view the fireworks, and ^ho, if you recollect, 
I said appeared to be talking of me. The third 
witness, the one who had spoken against me. at. 
the ;Watch-house, I added to the others, as jmxX of 
the gang : but the country gentleman did not 
recollect him, nor was it likely we should both 
have taken cognizance of the same persons, 
among so many blackguards as were engaged in 
the riot. 
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Prendergiist and his aasodates replied to 
these statements with strong asseverations and 
demals, but my friend called forward a young 
police officer, he had in reserve, who swore that 
they were part qf the gang who were committing 
depredations on the morning in question ; be- 
sides which, he declared them to be reputed 
thieves and vagabonds, and offered to shew 
their names on the office-books of Great Marl* 
borough and Bow Streets. In addition to this, 
Prendergast was taken into another place, and 
there obliged, somewhat perforce, to ^ do£P his 
douUet,' and there appeared, on his right hy- 
pochrondrium, strong proofs of the hardness of 
the squire's fist, in the shape of blue and brown 
oxitusions. 

" * Well, Mr. L , said the magistrate to 
me, ^ you have shewn clearly enough that these 
meR may have had motives for conspiring to 
injure you, and I trust you will be able to 
prove, as satisfactorily, that your being fouiid 
in possession of a carriage, was the effect of 
solicitude (or the welfare of others, and not of a 
fraudulent intent.* 

** * If you will oblige the coachman to declare 
to what house he drove the ladies,' returned 
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I« ^ I do nol doubt they would oome immedi* 

<« « You shall cot be obliged to the scoundrel 
even lor that trifle/ replied the country gentle* 
man. * I know the ladies well, and will bring 
them in an instant.' So saying, he passed out 
at the door with a natural quickness, increased 
by seal to. serve me, and returned in a minute, 
leading in the heroines of my adventure. 

^f^Let me introduce you to my wife and 
daughter, Mr. L-i — ,^ cried the squire, ad* 
dressing me, ^ and I must thank you again for 
the obligations I am under to you, on their ac« 
count, as well as my own.^ 
. ^^ * Are these ladies your relations, Sir?* cried 
I, in amazement. 

**"* They are, indeed,' replied my countiy 
friend. ' My adventure in the morning fire* 
vented my accompanying them, in the after- 
noon, and Providence made you a guardian 
to us both most opportunely.^ 

" I would tell you, *' continued William, ** all 
the greetings that passed between these ladies 
and myself, but that I fear your appetite might 
suffer from the sickness so many sweet thii^ 
would produce. It shall be sufficient to say, 
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tSfttI' '^^as received Bke-a son and a brotfitr 1^ 
them, and that, being over ears in love befinre 
irfth^e young lady, I now sank ^fiill fathom 
"five*' 5>^ieath the surface of that sea of plensm^e. 
^m^ waii, however, ho lime nor place for mak- 
itig ^cft Speeches, and T will confess that a cer- 
tain internal monitor, who ever interferes with 
tBtiftitmental delights, was now traversing my 
empty bowe(s, ' in an audible manner, like dis- 
Stant thunder rolling amid clouds, and stirring 
Yrp the sfurit of hunger and murmuring within 
ch6m.^ • 

"• " I feel something of the same kind now,** 
said I, " and shall, therefore, thank you to omit 
Wihuch of your tale as relates to the many 
amorous looks and sayings which passed on 
these occasions, and so come to the pith of- your 
"Stoty^ the substantial part, which may stand me 
Instead of a good lunch(X)n ; for your Paphlan 
3iet * was never to ' my taste— mere trash ! — or- 
geat and water !— whipped syllabub f — froth 
and ftime!" 

''''^*Why,* t^plied my friend, ^^ I had some 
iriich' ideas myself at that time, in spite of the 
"{rinenee ot my mistress, (a new one too ;) so 
J[-'4)^ged Mn. Gr— to give her evidence 

VOL. IL D 
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concerning the a£Bsur of the coach^ and she nftt-. 
Imgly consented, and was sworn. 

<^ Her testimony went to prove my innocence 
of running away with the vehicle, because she 
declared that I had iasked and obtained her 
leave to drive her home, that the coachman had 
deserted his duty, for the purpose of fighting, 
9s he had allowed whilst she was paying bim^ 
after he had set her down at her own door ; and 
that as she had hired the carriage for as long 
as she chose to use it, it was virtually her own, 
and when the first man quitted his post she waa 
justified in placing another in it, both for her 
own preservation and that of the carriage* 

" Miss G-^ — r- here offered her evidence^ (like 
a sweet girl as she is !) and corroborated her 
mother *s statements. To this I added JarveyV 
proposal to bring me off for five pounds, and 
here the worthy magist;rate stopped us. 

** * Mr. L 'y said he, * I am perfectly sa* 
tisfied of your innocence, and of the guilty 
intentions of these men, Prendergast and his 
j^Ueagues. This is not the first time I have 
seen some of them, though they were before in 
the situation in which they have plaeed you, 
that of prisoners. However, you shall be so 
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no longer, you are free, and may all your mis- 
haps terminate to your credit, as this has done. 
I counsel you, nevertheless, to curb your ar- 
dour for running into difficulties, till you are 
more advanced in life. It requires an old head 
even to make a good knight errant, unless the 
adventurer may wish to close his career very 
speedily, and then a young one will suffice. I 
would advise you to indict these men for a con* 
spiracy; meanwhile, I intend to commit them 
as reputed thieves, that is, Prendergast and 
his comrades; the coachman will find himself 
locked up, for endeavouring to extort money 
from you under false pretences.' 

" The tables were now completely turned ; 
the conspirators were led off, swearing and 
cursing each other for their ilKluck ; and, after 
thanking the magistrate, I depaited in triumph, 
with my new friends, who carried me, * no- 

thing loth,' to their residence in B street 

where an excellent repast put an end to the 
only remaining evil consequence of my over- 
night's scrape, 

** Before I began to satisfy my own hunger, 
and the avidity of my hosts to know how I had 
£ared in the watch-house, I despatched a note 
to my father, to inform him that I was safe, and 

2) 2 
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that I should soon be at home, to relate tb^ 
cause of my absence. I then addressed myself 
to eating and conversation.^' 

"Two most excellent things," observed I; 
"but, pray who were these new friends of 
yours, and what has this adventure to do with 
your coming to Greenland ?^' 

^* Before you ask those general questions, '* 
replied William, " you should rather admire 
the singular chance which threw me in the way 
of the husband and wife, under such curious 
circumstances,'' 

<^ I do admire it,'' said I ; ^^ and unless I had 
heard vou tell me the adventure, I should have 
been inclined to think there was some fiction, if 
not a great deal, mixed up with your story. 
And yet, I know of several anecdotes, among 
my acquaintances and the friends of my family, 
as strange and as replete with fortuitous occur- 
rences, therefore I will believe you." 

** Thank you for your condescension/' an- 
swered my friend, "and let me tell you, that there 
are few men who could not relate some circum- 
stances of their lives, which would appear ro- 
mantic when arrang'ed in detail. I hold, in- 
deed, that, however far-stretched the sentiments 
of romances and novels may be, the ihcidenu 
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o£ such works are far inferior in interest to 
events which have taken place in real life, and 
which still happen from day to day. History 
furnishes numberless instances of adventure, and 
situations infinitely more exciting than the plot 
of the best written epic. It is only in the ideal 
trappings, and multiplied mystifications, that the 
writings of fancy are false. Authors put words, 
thoughts, and motives, into the hearts and 
mouths of their heroes, which seldom exist, or are 
of little influence in affairs of the world; but thej 
camiot imagine more poetic occurrences than 
are the offspring of human actions.^' 

" Spoken like King Solomon,^ cried I ; *^and 
I praise your speech more readily, because it 
falls in with my own ideas on the subject. 
Those who think otherwise may study the re- 
cords of mankind, from Adam downwards, and 
become convinced that romance is but a poor 
copy from nature, dressed up in the artificial 
disguise of sentimentality and overstrained de- 
licacy,^ 

I shall here take some liberty with the rea^ 
der, which I hope he will find pardonable. The 
continuation of my friend^s narrative went on 
to reveal many circumstances, which both the 
purposed concealment of my own identity, and 
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Gdnsider&tion for the persons concemed, forbid 
me to make public. I will, nevertheless, give 
an outline of the reasons which induced Mr. 
L ■ ' ■ , senior, to desire the absence of his son 
from England, for a short period. 

William^s adventure in the Park led, as might 
be easily foreseen, to an attachment between 
him and the youngest lady. She had no pre^ 
possesions, and he was handsome and gay, 
and his conduct had shewn that he was gallant, 
and given to that i^elf-devotion in the cause of 
the fair sex which is so powerful in acquiring 
their hearts. Bendes, he had been in difficuU 
ties and perils of a romantic cast, and a man 
happy enough to have stood in danger of being 
hanged for his courage, is a bdng formidable 
to the peace of the lovelier part of the creation 
r-HudSbras hath that 



the ancient errant knights 



Won all their ladies' hearts in fights. 
And cut whole giants into fritters. 
To put them into amorous twitters ; 
Who^ stubborn bo web soomed to yield 
Uotit their gallants were half«killed ; 
But when their bones wers drubbed so sore ^ 
They durst not woo one combat more, 
The ladies' hearts began to melt. 
Subdued by blows their lovers fSelt.** 
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But when all this ^< assault and battery'*' has 
been ** had and received for and on account oF' 
a beautiful damsel, the bruiaee may be deemed 
entitled to the a£Pections of the said spinster, as 
legally as if he were the man in the world the 
least proper for her to love, which, every body 
knows, is an undeniable claim to a woman^s 
heart. 

Now it chanced that, in addition to these 
rights and titles, personal, courageous, and 
perilous, aforesaid, William was possessed of 
this latter qualification, of not being the person 

bii whom Miss G ought to have thought 

of bestowing herself ; for the following state- 
ment will shew that it would have been much 
more reasonable in her to have given her hand 
to another. 

There were three first-cousins, the only chil- 
dren of three brothers. One of these, the son 
of the eldest brother, inherited a small estate, 
which he farmed as his father had done be- 
fore him, and he is the country gentleman 
whose situation at the ascent of the balloon 
brought my friend into such jeopardy. The 
son of the second brother was articled to an 
attorney, but ran away, and was supposed to 
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have . enlisted iis a^maeme, and to have, been 

killi^ ia an action at sea. The representatiy?. 
'of the third brother succeeded to bis &the£^s 
-l^ui^^iness^ ' as a merchant, became a bankrupt, 

and died, leaving his affairs in great ^sox^^f* 
•He, had been married, and became .the 4atb$T 

of one son, who wi^ a year and a half ypunggii 
than his cousin, Miss G———. .:f 

Shortly after the decease of his parent, tl^. 
orphan, when beginning to feel the honprs q£ . 
his situation, was surprised by the appearance 
of his lost relation, a rich invalid, returned 
-from Ipdia. He came home to re-establish hU 
health, but he died and left his wealth to Miss 
G*— •, on condition she should marry hca? 
cousm, and endow him with it; otherwise it 
should pass to the cousin alone. Now the 
youth, though no doubt a good youthy waa 
not such as would take the fancy of a fine gir).^ 
He was plain, and short, and sickly, while .the 
young lady was beautiful, and tall, and f uU . 
of 'health and spirits. The object of the uncl^ , 
was to unite the only remaining branches of ther . 
family, and to bestow his money on tb^. unions ; 
but. this, though a plausible object, did not fall^.. 
in with the wishes of the fcur damsel, who* of 
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course, as all sweet misses should, thought more, 
of union of hearts than of families, and more of, 
bestowing hands than riches. 
'Thus stood the case when William, in an- 
evil hour, (shall I say so ?) was introduced to 
Miss G by the running away of the horses y 
and thus, gentle or savage reader, (be you 
which you may,) my friend added to his other 
amiable qualities the merit of not being the pro- 
per person of whom the damsel should have 
become enamoured. 

The heart of a virago would have yielded to 
so many temptations combined, but as the heart 

of Miss Gr belonged to an angel, (so WiL 

liam says,) it gave itself up immediately, and 
the will of her deceased uncle was no more of 
a shield against the arrows of Cupid, than the 
parchment on which it was written would have 
proved in opposition to the spear of Achilles, or 

the dart of a balista. Miss G was about 

nineteen, and an only child, and her father said 
she should not be controlled in her schemes of 
l^e on any account. He was not rich, but he 
was far from poor, and Mrs. G ■ ■■ did not care, 
so that her daughter was satisfied. All this 
favoured my friend's attachment; but, when be 
came to learn the loss its accomplishment would 

D S 
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dedteidft to the Uldy, he beeataie ilteflolute in 
ooblintiing ]t$ and his fatiber cautioned him 
agdnst leading Mm G ' ' to act now in a 
manner Bhe might i^6p&nt her^ter. 

Love argues like a Lord ChanceHot ; it not 
only strives to rea^oil, but it gives judgment, too, 
and that alivays oii its o^vn side the questicti. 
Thus William dedded, that as moi^ey can only 
be valuable according to the estimation in whkh 
it is held by theol¥lier, so, if Miss <j^*— -^prised 
him more than she did her relation's fortune, be 
must of course be <3f greater value, and conse- 
quently no loss woidd ensue to her, but rather 
the reverse. 

This logical conclusion, (in which, by the bye, 
my fnefid c6i!b{)uted himself to be worth many 
times his weight in gold, for the testalor^s cash 
amounted to a good round sutn,) completely 
silenced all his fscruples, ssnd he went on bask* 
ing in the sunshiiie of smiles and glances^ till 
his father andMr.G^—*', taking into conudefa* 
tion the youth of both parties, and doubting, per- 
h^p^f the iMperiftbability of first love, resolved to 
sejuUrate the krvers for sometime, that experience 
might ebew whether the lady would still p^inst 
in her intention of sacr^dng weidth to paemn, 
and i^hefiid^, by. deto^g himsdf to Miss 
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William would remain desirous of reud^riiig it 
impossible for him to marry A tUk wife. 

It was not that the two seniors felt any repug- 
nance to an alliance ; (ix they, too, had formed 
great friendship iTor each other, but they were 
anxious, lest precipitancy and lack (^ discretion 
should lead to early discontent and regret Mr. 
L*— — , who is a man of prompdtude and de- 
cision, accordingly resolved that William should 
go a voyage, leaving the choice of its direction 
to him. 

This was William*s solution of his father^s 
mdtives, for desiring his absence from England ; 
and, considering that the youth was in love I 
cannot demur at his ascribing every occurrence 
to the influence of that domineering passion ; 
for it is a quality of lovers, not only to feel that 
they themselves are directly subject to its ca- 
prices, but to imagine the whole world con- 
trolled in some way or other by its power. 
Thus a miser believes that every one is as much 
actuated by love of money as himself. 

Now it is my opiniop, that there were other 
reasons, besides this amatory one, which con- 
tributed to the temporary banishment of my 
friend, and the chief of them appears to be, that 
Prendergast and his associates, after suffering 
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many months imprisonment for their ofienoes, 
were liberated, and had vowed they would be 
revenged on the author of thehr punishment. 
This threat was .attempted to be carried into 
execution, in a manner which I will detail at 
another time ; and Mr. L , fearing a second 
.and noore fatal experiment might be made upon 
his ^on, resolved to remove him out of the way 
for a little while, till the wrath of his enemies had 
subsided, or rather, as I have heard him since 
say, ^^ till the villains were hanged C for he did 
npt suppose they would be at large for six 
months without running their heads into a noose. 
It is true, the'* love affair*^ had some share in de- 
t^mining the adoption of this measure, but that 
it^ was the principal cause I deny, in spite of all 
the contemptuous sneers which will be raised 
against me by the elder boarding-school misses, 
whp, being about to burst upon the world, like 
butterflies fnmi their chrysalides, are quite 
certain that love is to rule the destiny of their 
lives. 
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THE VOYAGE, 



CONTINUED^ 



Ttr&x we from love, and the precincts of our 
dearly cherished city, to the deck of the Le- 
'viathan, in latitude 77**, S4", north ; and let us 
ask of those masquerade figures before us if they 
have not been transported from the Piazza of 
St. Mark, or the field of Wat Tyler, to do their 
hideous antics amidst plains of ice, and wastes 
of dark blue water. Let us consider a little, 
however, before we put that question, whether 
we cannot account for their appearance, without 
bringing them from the Carnival , or St. Bar- 
tholomew's fair. 

I cannot say ^^ 'twas night,^ for it was broad 
dajlight, but I had not long sunk to sleep be- 
fore a dismal din of speaking trumpets, violins, 
pennikinir, tinpots, and drums, barbarous in con- 
struction as well as sound, arose, or irather de- 
scended, upon mine ear. I awoke, and I believe 
the sleep must have been sound indeed that 
would have prevented the sleeper from hearing 
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the dangor.-^But while I was conBideiing what 
diabolical discord had taken place in the yessel, 
my cabin door was flung back with violence. I 
started up, and thrust out my head, filled with 
sudden recollections of all the horrors of devilism, 
of which I had either heard or dreamt^ and be- 
held a group of hideous beings crowding the 
cabin, and* extending through the steerage up 
the ladder to the deck. Shapes then wersiof 
every Hze and deformity, and the fearful liot of 
sounds, which issued £rom among them, was not 
more appalling than the distorted figones op* 
peared to my scarcely awakened fieuicy. 

Two or three glances, however, gave me some 
probable conjectures as to he tidendty of these 
imisxpected viatants; and, as my eyes gnaw 
more op^, I could distinguish enough to salisfy 
me that they wete not a deputaticm fiom the in^ 
femal regions, come to cite me to the bar of tbe 
house of demons, nor messengers from that pe- 
remptcxry potentate, Lord Chancellor Lficifier.( — 
J say I was soon satisfied that no mandate from 
ths regi(His of darkness was abo^t to be de» 
livered, when I beheld the pxincipdohanicter of 
the crew before me. 

He was arrayed in a vast jacketiof bearskin, 
eoiitaining, besides the wear er^ a thick hfyet of 
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cokuni) wludi stuffed it out to a moustfous size; 
ornaments, of various kinds, were fixed profusely 
over it, and an equal quantity of finery adorned 
a pair of canvas trowsers, in which the limbs of 
the possessor could only have formed a fourth 
part of the sotid contents. Where flesh and 
bone were wanting, tow and bolsters supplied 
thar place; and, to judge by superfidal ob- 
servations, one or two feather beds must have 
beoi required, to produce that resemblance to 
the Negro Venus which was so uncommonly 
conspicuous in the Greenland Neptune. 

A mask, < the colour of soot, (which material 
probably had served to paint it,) disguised the 
countenance of the marine d^ty ; most likely, 
lest the glory of its effulgence should have proved 
as fatal tons as was the brilliant phiz of Jupiter 
to his mistress ; while upon his head was^ected 
a lofty superstructure, composed of the skin of 
a beards head and of one of its legs. The still 
savage aspect of the grisly beastr grinned daunt* 
si^ly over the forehead of the king of waters, 
while the leg, stuffed out like the stocking of a 
gouty alderman, was placed perpendicularly, in 
the manner of a soldier's feather, which it was 
iirtended to resemble. There was a wig, too, 
rather out of curl, dangling adown his back. 
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which had once heenaswab. or mop of rope; 
and from his middle hu^g a large padlock, in 
lieu of a watch* to which were attached several 
keys, of proportionate size and quality* The 
most striking, as well as most appropriate, appen<- 
dage to the ocean monarch, was a large harpoon, 
suspended in a sealskin belt, like a broad 
sword ; nor should I omit, that he wore a beard 
as big as the tail of a Shetland poney would 
admit of its being made. 

I have said that Neptune came not alone ^ 
but I shall not attempt to describe the multi- 
tudinous array of disguise and masquery, which 
decked and concealed his followers. I musi, 
however, observe, that . he was attended in ail 
due form by proper officers of state, in their 
robes of ceremony; but, whether they could 
compete with the courtiers who, on certain 
solemn occasions, environ his Majesty of Engr 
land, I am unable from want of sufficient infbro 
jmalioii .to deteqnine. I am sure, however, that 
our sotver^gn lord does not possess, one {ittendant 
whurn I noticed near the persm.of the briny 
kiilg, . munely, a barber; a barber^ too,^ W^fm 
poorer and whose will to employ it. were aa^rei^^ 
and as fdjirinidable as the influence of the l^l^eii^ . 
of ^he eleventh Levis of France.. 
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I'made these observations while the barber's 
mate, (the barber and bis mates appearing to be 
the executive portion of the royal escort,) was 
employed in summoning William from the 
•depths of sittmbet* ; for if was but little past one 
o'elock in the morning of the first of May, and 
sleep had not long embalmed his soul in calm 
oblivion. When he awoke, which he generally 
did very leisurely, though now the furious greet- 
ing of the pots and kettles tore him from the 
arms of M<M*pheus with ungracious speed, he 
started out of bed with rapidity, totally unaware 
of the nature of the call. He had, it seems, 
supposed, in a dream occasioned by the uproar 
in the cabin, that the vessel had run foul of a 
mass of ice, and was foundering ; while the voices 
he heard, and the accompanying music, he con- 
verted into the cries of the drowning, and the 
confusion and tumult of a ship going down. It 
was impossible for him to run far, so dense was 
the crowd that surrounded Neptune, or else be 
probaUy would have hurried upon deck, to 
secure h\% escape; so that he was compelled to 
stand,' like a statue half animated, staring in 
anms^ment at the strangely attired beings bet-^ 
fore him* 
It would have been impossible for any one to 
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have looked at William, at that moment, witHout 
feeling an irresistible impulse to grin ; and, in 
spite of the efforts of the god of seas to retain 
his gravity, he, with his whole court, burst out 
into such a peal of convulsive laughter, that the 
lieviathan rang with it from stem to stern, and 
several moUymawks, which were flying in h» 
course, started off in full speedy in affright 

In the meantime, the cause of this merriment 
l*ecovered sufficient presence of miild to retnra 
to his cabin, though he could not yet tell what 
manner of men, (if men they could be,) had 
thus beset him. Neptune, however, having re« 
gained his serious deportment, fitted a speaking 
trumpet to his mouth, and, first making a pre* 
fatory flourish in the ear of *♦ the doctor," such 
as might startle a herd of swine, he called upon 
him by the allegiance he owed to the isovereign 
of the ocean, to arise and follow him to the pre^ 
soice of his queen, who, being in labour, bad 
need of a skilful midwife. 

By this time my fri^d^s recollection \iA^ 
obtained its wonted powers, aiid he began to 
comiprehend the drift of what was passing befoipe 
him; whereupon he replied, in a submis^ve 
tone, that ill health confined him to his coudi, 
but that he would send a cordial to her majesty, 
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which would more than supply the place of an 
accoucheur. Td this proposal Neptune most 
graciously condescended to accede, and two 
bottles of whiskey were placed in his hands, by 
the man of medicines, who desired that a 
bumper might be given to the royal sufferer 
without delay. The fond husband, however, 
satisfied with possessing the remedy, seemed not 
to ccmsider the occasion for applying it quite so 
pressing as before ; he still remained standing 
near our cabin, as if in profound meditation, 
till another prelude on liis trumpet announced 
his int^tion to break silence. 

This speech the divinity addressed to his 
barber, requiring to be informed, whether there 
was any one present who had not legally ob- 
tained the freedom of the Greenland seas ; and, 
on being made acquidnted that a stranger had 
crossed the arctic circle without due qualifications 
for so dcnng, his godship called upon the intru- 
der, either to pay the fine required by the usages 
of his kingdom, or to appear upon deck, and 
undergo the process of shaving and ducking, as 
by law established. 

Taking this hint, -which was intended for me, 
I handed out from my chest two bottles of 
brandy, which I had provided for the purpose, 
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and: begged his majesty to bear my most humble 
wishes to his spouse, for h^r well-being during 
her time of trial ; hut this commission was ren-^ 
dered unnecessary, by the appearance of the 
queen herself, who, apparently perfectly re* 
covered, had sallied forth to join her consort, in 
receiving the congratulations.of the captain and 
his officers. 

Congratulations were accordingly given ; not 
in words, but in bumpers of rum — a mode of 
speaking generally in vogue on board Green* 
land-men, and far more expressive than the 
digital language of. the deaf and dumb school, 
or. the invisible and inaudible reciprocation of 
ideas practised by the merchants of the Bed Sea., 
Then an universal cry for music was raised, and 
** Jock, the cook," applied his bow to his fiddle, 
scraping out such di|:eful discord from its strings^ 
that the imagination might have supposed the. 
guts of which they were formed were sensibly 
both of their twisted condition, and of the un^ 
merciful grating administered to them by the 
bony Scot. No painter's cholic, or dry belly* 
ache, ever gave rise to outcri«( so piteous and so 
soul overpowering as were the tones of the con^ 
torted entrail^of *' bonnie JockieV violin. Tb^ 
bearer need not have been told that they were 
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of catgut, their very sound bore evidence that 
all the spirit of caterwauling was concentrated 
in them ; and no feline serenade, uttered on a 
windy midnight, upon a lofty house top, whose 
rattling tiles and creaking casements joined 
chorus in the concert, ever surpassed the over- 
ture performed in the cabin by honest " Cruik- 
sbanks." I term it the overture, for, after a 
while, the mess kettles and pannikins, as if 
aroused by the tuneful hand of their liege lord, 
the cook, burst in full clangor upon the ear. 
The spirit of Orpheus was shed over the souls 
of the royal band ; every leg, arm, head, and 
feature of the motley crew, yielded to the celes* 
tial impulse, and an uproar took place as full of 
outrageous merriment as if all the devils of Pan- 
demonium had joined with the maniacs of Bed- 
lam to celebrate the mad mysteries of Bacchus. 
It will, perhaps, be needless to whisper a hint, 
that, though none of the votaries of the jolly god 
were drunk, many of them were quite happy ; 
and the broad unceasing grins, which now re- 
laxed their usually stiff and rigid visages, the 
twinkling of their humid eyes, which seemed to 
float within their lids, buoyant on liquid plea- 
sure, the tone of unmingled glee in which their 
joy found issue, and, above all, the unmeasurable 
capers in which they indulged, declared their 
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whole frames to be in a state of the most jovial 
excitement. 

The dancing continued for fiometime, nor did 
the music cease ; and, though Neptune and his 
consort were bolstered out to a bulk equal to 
that of five of their subjects, they, too, struggled 
in the mazy vortex ; for to nothing but to leaves 
wheeling round in a whirlwind, or spinning 
about the funnel of a whirlpool, can I compare 
the rapid revolvements of the giddy crew. Not 
that I wish to be und^stood as likening the 
sailors to such flimsy substances as leaves, espe- 
cially in the dresses they then wore; I would 
rather resemble them to bull-bellied Yeomen of 
the Guard, or pot-bowelled frogs sporting in a 
Dutch canal ; but their energy of action bore no 
proportion to their dimensions, so that it would 
be impossible to find a simile to equal such dis- 
cordant properties, unless I said they were like 

the tongue of Mrs. ^ which, being one of 

the largest, is still more restless and more noisy 
than that of any other christian woman. 

'^ The fun^ still kept going on with unabated 
vigour, when one of the men thought proper to 
add vocal music to the harmony he maintained 
on a copper stewpan, which stood him instead of 
a kettle-drum. This served to revive an idea v 
which the crew seemed to have forgotten, |mb^ 
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in an instant, eyery one struck up the com- 
mencement of a favourite song, with all the 
power his lungs and larynx would admit ; and 
surely a more astounding roar never before 
broke loose upon the wide waters of the arctic 
ocean ; the words I gathered were of the follow- 
ing import:— 

As Roger was drying his mittens one day. 
Up rose a whole fish and began for to play; 
She flourished her tail, and she ** fiuffit*' her fin, 
Roger up with his harpoon and struck it well in! 

Go along, Roger ! give her line, Roger !— - 

Go along, Roger ! you are the boy ! 

The subject of this song, and the mode of 
singing it, appeared to give universal pleasure 
to the quire, and the chorus of " go along 
Roger'' was chaunted by nearly fifty stentorian 
voices; one would have supposed they were 
attempting to blow up the deck, by force of 
shouting and outcries. 

When the desire to sing had begun to super- 
sede the humour of dancing, the Bacclianalians 
had arranged themselves in a sort of circle 
round the cabin, of which, with genuine satur« 
nalian freedom, they had taken complete pos- 
session. From the position in which my bed 
was placed, I could obtain a full view of the 
grotesque assembly, and, certainly, no parallel 
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could be foynd to the garish crew which com-' 
posed it, unless a congress were collected from 
the stages before the fair-booths of MesneurQ 
Saunders, Richardson, and Gyngell. 

Neptune, who, for a certain bulky reason, 
could with difficulty be seated, placed himself 
and his consort opposite the mirror, which 
hung between the cabin windows ; perhaps by 
chance, but most probably to enjoy the sight 
of their own distorted buffoonery, while their 
prime minister, the barber, stood ready with 
his mates to serve out drams, and keep the ring 
in order. The others were stationed promis- 
cuously about the room, leaving a space in the 
centre, immediately before their divine supe- 
riors. After the first song, a ration of brandy 
and rum was distributed to all hands, and, 
when completed, the barber addressed his ma- 
jesty of the seas, and informed him that he had 
discovered certain young men, who had passed 
the line without the royal licence. " Let them be 
brought before us,'' cried the potentate, waving 
his harpoon, which hdd the place of trident, 
£word, and sceptre. 

In obedience to this command, the ready bar- 
ber approached one of the lads, or ^^ green 
men,'' and invited him, in a manner somewhut 
iDompulsatory^ to advance before the throne. 
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I now began to comprehend why the circle 
had been arranged, having at first supposed it 
to be for the convenience of conviviaUty. After 
a few questions, put to the unlucky subject, 
he was ordered to go down upon his knees, to 
receive the gracious gift of freedom. It was in 
vain to resist : one of the barbery's clerks quick- 
ly bound his hands, the other held a dirt}* pot, 
filled with a dingy mixture of pitch, train-oil, 
and other more disgusting materials, while the 
barber, dipping into it a brush, formed of stiff 
shreds of whalebone, be-plaistered the chin and 
lips of the unwilling candidate with an unspar- 
ing hand. It would be needless to detail the 
grimaces made by the lathereCy or the grins of 
the latherer and his companions. Quick ex- 
perience taught the sufierer that calling for 
mercy was not the way to obtain it , for, upon 
the least appearance of an intention to speak, 
the brush, thickly gorged with lather, was 
slipped into his mouth. Indeed, the process 
was commenced by stuffing a full charge of the 
noisome mixture up the nostrils, which, oblig- 
ing the patient to part his lips for breath, 
afibrded an opportunity for introducing the 
reeking tuft of whalebone between them. 

Lathering being completed, a razor was 
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handed to the operator by his chief mate ; a 
razor forged from a piece of iron hoop, with 
• its edge notched purposely like a saw. A 
heavy application of this instrument then fol- 
lowed, and streaks of blood became visible on 
the skin over which it passed. Many and 
tempting questions were, meanwhile, offered to 
the youth, who, if he were unwary enough to 
reply to them, received the scrapings of his 
chin inevitably on his tongue, so adroit had 
practice rendered the barbarous barber. 

The end of shaving was the termination of 
this installation; for though, on crossing the 
Equinoctial line, a severe ducking is added to 
the other ceremonies, in Greenland so cool an 
application is dispensed with. " There was 
quite enough of brutality,*' will every one ex- 
claim who reads the above account ; nor should 
I have soiled my narrative with it, had I not 
resolved to relate whatever came under my ob- 
servation. Some people, indeed, may feel in- 
^clined to believe what I have stated to be an 
exaggerated flourish of the writer's pen ; but the 
error will exist in their own scepticism, for I 
could with more propriety increase than lessen 
the details of uncivilized abuses practised on this 
occasion. 
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After three poor devils had undergone the 
initiatory torture, which admitted them into the 
fraternity of Greenland men, another round of 
drums, accompanied by solos on the violin, im- 
mediately followed; songs were again demanded, 
and several pierry courtiers of old Neptune^s 
train roared their utmost to delight their hearers. 
The hilarity that now * grew fast and furious' 
brought me back to the good temper which the 
sight of the shaving had rather disconcerted, 
and I listened with pleasure to the natural 
humour displayed in these vocal effusions, and 
which the broad efforts of the vulgar class at fine 
effect always tends to elicit. Of the words of 
their strains, I shall say nothing, because I shall 
lay some of them before the better judgment of 
the reader ; but the airs and the graces, which 
accompanied their delivery when I heard them, 
were inimitably facetious and laughter-stirring. 

The barber, who was a Shetlandman by birth 
and bringing up, theugh he had passed several 
years out of the confined sphere of his native 
islands, was the most active and zealous pro- 
moter of the revelry. He possessed an idea of 
farce and burlesque gesticulation, far superior to 
the mostly duU conceits and heavy movements 
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of the north coimtry nuuiiiers ; and his songs, 
too, were given in a more livelj and expressive 
style. I wish that, along with the words, I 
could convey the effect of the time, and of the 
comic voices and manners of the sbgers; for 
every one must be aware that such contingendes 
go a great way towards ^ving that relish to 
similar songs, in which their chief merit consists. 
The reader, however, must supply from his 
imagination these inexpressible accessaries to the 
enjojrment of nautical lyrics, and take my word 
that ,the delivery was good, if the lines are not 
The following is one of the barber^s favourites, 
and if it should not prove original to others, it 
was at least so to me« 



** Jolly tars, jolly tar8» stretch your wind-pipes, my boys ! 
We have plenty of grog, let*s have plenty of noise; 
There-s no such merry fellow, as a sailor when he*s mellow. 
For a bowl of good punch is the height of his joys. 
There's no such merry fellow, &c. 

«' Shout away ! shout away ! jolly tars ! jolly tars ! 
Good songs o'er a bumper will comfort old scars; 
To cure an ailing man what can beat a flowing can ? 
Oh ! it drives off his megrims, and drown& all his cares. 
To cure an ailing man, &c. 
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** Stand to it, my heaities! come, fill op each horn ! 
Never flinch from the howl till the liquor is gone. 
He who tackles to his grog is a right jolly dog, 
But the lubher who shrinks may he perish in scorn ! 
He who tackles, &c^* 

Not a little clapping and thumping of hands 
shewed the good will of the jovial crew towards 
this outpouring of the spirit, and the songster 
was compelled to repeat it for the general grati- 
fication. After which a song from Neptune's 
consort gained some applause, though it cannot 
be said to have been much in character. This 
little discrepancy was, however, overlooked by 
the auditors, who well knew that, though the 
performer was queen in appearance, she was a 
good sidl-maker in reality. Her majesty's 
choice was this 



^ Oh Lord I thought I could not live. 
When Sal refused to have me ; 
I vowed to take a desperate dive 
So sore a shock it gave me ! 
But off the yard when *bout to fal]» 
To make my plunge more sartin, 
A cherub whispered, * love is all 
My eye and Betty Martin ! 

All my eye— all my eye— my eye, and Betty 
Martin/ 
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'* Says he * knock off this foolish whim. 
And change your way of thinking ; 
Full well you know you cannot swim. 
And whereas the use of sinking ? 
Get down below, a heavy squall 
Is coming on [*m sartin ; 
Go trim the decks, for love is all 
My eye and Betty Martin I 

All my eye— all my eye — my eye and Betty 
Martin V 

•* Thought I, a cherub can't be wrong. 
And told him my opinion. 
Besides I offered him a long 
Pigtail of right Virginian ; 
Says he, ' I hear a messmate call. 
And must be off that*s sartin. 
But mind I tell you love is all 
My eye and Betty Martin ! 

All my eye— ^I my eye— my eye and Betty 
Martin!** 

• 
It will scarcely be necessary to say, that the 
bottles and glasses danced to these melodious 
strains with much celerity. Every new song 
demanded, by a seeming right of approbation, 
a brimmer for all hands; and, though I have 
transcribed only two or three, there were many 
more such bursts of rhythmic glee as those re- 
counted. 
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It will, probably, be as needless to affirm, that 
the circulation of strong liquor produced a sort 
of sympathetic sensation in the heads of some of 
the company present; and it became evident, 
that their ideas were going round at a rapid 
rate. A few, indeed, declared that the circum- 
volution was the fault of the cabin, which they 
declared was turning about ; but I am a sober 
witness that no such motion took place. How- 
ever, the elder sailors, on whose brains the good 
stuff had only produced an exhilarating effect, 
thought fit to encourage this fancy of their 
younger brethren, and two or three of the 
juniors were advised to go above, and see 
whether the helmsman had not fallen asleep, 
and left the ship to wear and veer at her own 
discretion. To this suggestion they seriously 
replied, that the captain and mate being upon 
deck, it was not likely such negligence should 
be permitted ; but the second mate, who had 
remained below in his cabin, under pretence of 
preparing himself by repose for his approaching 
watch, though, really, I presume, to keep the 
revellers within due bounds, since of rest he 
could have no hope, now requested that a few 
hands would ask the captain from him what 
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ailed the vessel, that she kept revolving in so 
strange a manner. 

Seeing the notion taken up by Mr. Shipley, 
several ready lads, with more grog in their bel- 
lies than wit in their heads, jostled up the ladder 
as fast as they could, and ran forward to the mas- 
ter, who was looking out ahead, to communicate 
the important question. 

It did not cost the captain much considera- 
tion, to discover the happy state of intellect to 
which the messengers had arrived, and the 
reason of their being sent to him. He accord- 
ingly desired them, with great gravity, to inform 
the second mate, that the ship was bearing down 
. upon the North Pole, and that the great loadstone, 
of which it was composed, caused by its attraction 
the rotatory motion of the ship. He added, 
as a broad hint, to show bis officer he under- 
stood his drift, that he should soon call all hands 
to take in canvas, and make ready the warps 
for hauling alongside the axletree of the world, 
since it would be impossible to get on with sails 
much longer. The tars, who, if they had ac- 
quired double sight, had not redoubled their 
understandings, returned in haste with this com- 
mission, which caused much mirth among those 
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who saw into the jest. The harpooners adopted 
the measure with delight, for of all things a 
practical joke is the summum bonum of a mari- 
ner ; and Andrew, the ** spectioneer," (or chief 
harpooner,) farthered this one, by pretending 
to doubt the correctness of the captain^s opinion. 
H^ asserted, that the Leviathan was in the vor- 
tex of a whirlpool, which, like the terrible mael- 
stroom on the coast of Norway, would most 
likely suckher down mto its tempestuous entrails, 
unless prompt means were taken to get her 
clear, and he advised lowering down all the 
boats, and towing her off with the utmost speed ; 
but Neptune, who, in his undress, usually acted 
the part of boatswain, declared that he knew the 
ship to be on the back of a large whale, which 
was spinning round on purpose to sink her, and 
he mentioned an anecdote corroborative of his 
belief. 

All this nonsense, to those whose heads were 
in that queer way which gives their organs of 
perception a contortuplicative property, seemed 
matter of serious consideration ; and they began 
to debate the question, with that overwrought 
gravity of countenance so intensely comic in 
drunkards, while the sober part of the company 
continued to confuse their deliberations, by occa- 
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sional hints and sunnisesof great weight on that 
occaaion. 

. The court of the billowy god was now con- 
verted from a symposium of jolly wags to a 
mock council of seamen, ^ half seas over ;^ but 
the burlesque was heightened rather than dimi- 
nished. Could I convey the inexpresidble looks, 
and tones, and modes of speech, used during this 
consultation, I should afford a treat to the rea- 
der, which no stage nor story could supply. 
Those who have stood quietly by, and witnessed 
the high-pitched strain of importance in which a 
club of good fellows give utterance to the ponder- 
ous reflections which roll heavily through their 
murky imaginations, while the third bottle is 
making the circuit of the table, can best repre- 
sent to themselves the wise rhapsodies and 
sapient dogmas which were launched from the 
tongues of these grave counsellors. There was, 
nevertheless, a great deal too much irritability of 
temper in many of them to allow the debate to 
assume a deliberative character; nor was the 
fashion of all the demi-gods speaking together 
likely to promote its utility. 

My employment, as well as William^s, was 
laughing heartily at the earnest manner with 
which the most outrageous impossibilities weT« 
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laid down as facts, and commented upon with 
all the violent energy of conviction. The chief 
parties disputing were the cooper, a little meagre 
man, and the carpenter, a bottle headed, blub- 
ber-faced fellow ; both of them too far gone to 
know right from wrong, and too obstinate to be 
instructed. Andrew took pleasure in backing 
every assertion uttered by the first, and the 
other was supported by Neptune and the barber ; 
and a more dire confusion of arrant incompre- 
hensibility never poured through the fancy of a 
fevered dreamer. 

" I tell you what, John Ball,'' cried the man 
of casks to his opponent, ^' it is as bad as mutiny 
to sculk here, jabbering and yam-spinning as you 
do, when the old girl is slueing about, as you 
may see, like a wounded roach — I say, it be- 
comes us to act like mariners, and shew we are 
England's boast, not blackguards taken from 
the ballast hills, to make up a muster. Look 
here, my lads, you see this here blackjack ; now, 
that'^s our ship, and this here platter, or what 
you may call it, which I take to be the whirly- 
pool. Well — if our ship gets upon this platter 
—which you see is going round so— why, it 
must go round too*-a8 plain as the nose on 
John Ball's face." 
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^ My nose is not going round, I tell you. 
Bob,'' cried the carpenter ; <^ so that won't do, 
my hearty. Besides, all you say is mere burgoo 
and porridge, not worth a chip, I swear. Here^ 
gi^re me the blackjack-p-be steady now — here — 
This is the North Pole, you understand, as the 
captain tdls us— -well, this is the Leffiathan 
going on end in this way, look you — thus-*-8o^ 
thus — so— so — ^thus — Now you know the Pde 
is a mag"— si mag'—mag^-— ^ 

'^ Not so much of your mag, John Ball,^ in- 
terrupted Andrew, with a leer at the bystanders. 

^ I mean a mag*-'' resumed the carpenter — 
** a mag— hie — a hup — net— that is a mag- 
hiccup — I would say amag-*>hic — confound this 
wind in my stomadn^^a mag/^ 

•^ What the devil do you mean ?" cried Bob ; 
^^ are we to be all swallowed up, while you stand 
blothering out about mag?-^What^s mag to do 
here, I wonder ? Are we not British sailors in a 
perilous state? — in fear of our lives? British 
tars in danger of shipwreck ? tell me that ?'^ 

** Where's the master ?^ cried a boatsteerer ; 
^^ We shall be all cast away, all through that fool 
and his whirly^g. Every body knoW9 there are 
loadstones in the worid, wluch will draw out all 
the nails and bolts in a ship, and let her £gi11 to 
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pieces if she goes too near them. I'll be shot if 
that's not our case now. Where's Mr. Ridgway ?*' 
'« We dcMi't want him here/' replied another 
voice. ** My friends, the thing is this — we are 
niany valuable lives exposed in the Greenland 
seas to great dangers. You all know we sailed 
out of the port of London, and touched at Ler- 
wick, in the islands of Shetland, in our way— - 
but of that I say nothing : what I say is, did 
you ever in all your lives — I speak you know 
to men — I mean experienced men — did you 
ever in your lives, in the East Indies or in the 
West Indies, or may be up the Straits,— did you 
ever, I say," (here the speaker thumped his 
hand violently on the table,) *^ ever in all your 
bom days^ know a black jack taken for a square 
topsail vessel f" 

" Yes !" said Andrew, gravely. 
^^ What a black jack taken for a square 
rigged ship T' repeated the poor fellow in amaze- 
ment, staring with such a look of intense won- 
der, that the whole company burst into a violent 
fit of laughter. 

" Is it all come to this P'' vociferated Bob, the 
cooper, when the mirth had subsided. " Then 
we must all make up our minds to perish."' 
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^^ So we must) Robert,'' said Andrew. 

" That's what I say,'' continued he of hoops 
and staves. *^ I'll run forward and get my bag 
filled ready for the nip.'' 

*^ But we shall not be nipped," cried John BalL 
*^ I say, we shall be drawn up close alongside 
the Pole, and there we shall—hie— hoc — hup." 

^ What shall we do — do you say, John ?" 
inquired Neptune, very serioudy. 

Why, don't I tell you we shall be drawn — ". 
I say, you lie, you blinded shark," bawled 
Robert Dangard, the cooper ; *f and I'll fight 
you for half a bottle of whiskey to prove it — 
that I will." 

" So you shall. Bob,'' said Andrew, well 
knowing the little game cock could scarcely 
stand ; " and I'll back you." 

'^ I'll smash him if he boards me," cried John 
Ball. '^ Ah ! you little close-fisted barrel-builder 
— you dirty sneaking — hie— up— you— come 
stand up fair ^ . . 

Here the adversaries began to attempt to 
square and strike each other, but Mr. Shipley 
let loose his powerful voice, and arrested the 
combat; and a sailor, who had fallen. asleep, 
started up at the sound, crying, '^ Let go the fore 
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bowlmg;'* while another similarly roused, shout- 
ed out in a drowsy singing accent— 

*' Sailors, sailors, tell me true 
What is it they gi^e to you. 
What is it they give to you. 
On board of a man of war, boys ?** 

And was again about to resign himself to the 
narcotic influence of the liquor he had swal- 
lowed, when the well-kno\vn loud stamp on 
the deck above, accompanied with the equally 
familiar, " All hands a hoy, all hands," several 
times repeated, broke upon the ears of the mud- 
dled crew, like a thundering billow ; and, as if 
there had been a spell in the words, every man 
was in an instant upon his legs. Every man 
was on his legs, but they were not the legs he 
was wont to use ; they were now a shaken and 
tottering kind of legs, which helped as much to 
throw their owner down as to carry him for- 
ward. Nevertheless, ' all hands' made for the 
companion hatch, like a troop of wild monkies 
surprised at plunder, and the scene which their 
immoderate haste, baulked by their inability to 
wield their limbs, presented, was so irresistibly 
ludicrous, that Shipley, William, and I, nearly 
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killed ourselves with laughing, as they tumbled 
and rolled forth through the steerage. 

It must not be supposed that all hands were 
intoxicated : no such thing ; but there were 
enough so far gone that way, that they served 
to hamper and obstruct the rest who were only 
lively. But the chief source of the fun was the 
dramatic array of the May-day masquers ; for; 
as increase of bulk was a general feature in their 
description, so was it an increasing impediment 
to their movements. 

Neptune, whose personal enormities alone re- 
quired the whole gangway for his free exit, got 
wedged in, with his blanket-swoln spouse, at the 
foot of the ladder, and there they remained 
fixed) while the rest accomplished aa clever- 
^^ bolts" over their immoveable bodies as they 
Qould contrive, like the waves making a fair 
breach over a stranded vessel ; during which the 
sufferers, with that waggish wickedness that 
ever influences a sailor^s actions, diverted them-« 
selves by catching hold of their messmates* leg» 
as they passed above them. In the same spirit, 
the harpooners, (gay, but not in Gquor,) took 
delight in rendering the progress of thc^ wha 
were overpowered with the kind creature as difn 
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ficult as possible, and, to add to the confusion, 
another suinmon3 of ' All hands' resounded 
from above. 

** Bowse away there, John Ball r cried the 
sail-maker, now imprisoned in the person of 
Mrs. Neptune ; at the same time, tugging by 
the end of John Ball'^s trowsers. << Bowse away, 
my hearty! — heave up your starboard timber, 
maty— take care of your bowsprit, lad.'*' 

** Bear a hand there, you lang leggit Shetland 
naggie,^ exclaimed the briny lord to Nickie 
Dwapp, a native of the islands, whose ration of 
drams had swamped his organs of locomotive- 
ness. ** Cast off your weathe^ flipper from my 
stem, shoot ahead, you razor back, and be 
d— ^ to you." 

" Haigh, hinney !" whimpered Nickie Dwapp, 
^* hoo shood I, whan thars Wallie hae goot fast 
to my breeks ?'' 

" Whay I, Nickie, d'ye say ?'* cried Wallie, 
who was close behind him ; <' I didna ken 
ye*d any sick a prencepal thaeng as breeks 
about ye." 

"Y'av'na thaived tham Ifrae me, I trist,'' 
cried Nickie, clapping his hand behind him, to 
feel if his trowsers were safe. 
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^' Heave ahead, ye blethemosed sealghs !'' 
vociferated the barber, clambering up over those 
who did not nlake way fast enough to please 
him ; and it should be noted that, though he 
was of Shetland himself, he always treated his 
countrjrmen witb marked contempt and rigour ; 
an observation which became general through- 
out the crew. "Heave ahead, I say, you 
Nickie Dwapp, or by the soul of your grand*: 
mother's grandson, I'll tip you the Grampus ! 
— Here, I'll shove a-stern,'' continued he, put- 
ting his shoulder beneath the hapless Nickie, 
and rolling him out through the hatch upon the 
deck, where he was received with shouts of 
laughter by those who had got clear of the 

** ril lend you a hand, Wallie," resumed the 
shaver, turning round and offering to pull up 
the long-backed youth ; but Wallie well knew 
that Bill M was one of the most mischiev- 

ous devils that ever trod a deck, and prudently 
declined the oflfer. , 

What, you saucy brownie T' cried Will, 

do you dare refuife my kindness? TU send you 
^ tail up' to old dunderhead ;*' and so saying 
he detached Wallie's hands from the oompar 
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nion-door, which they had grasped, and tumbled 
him headlong back into the steerage, without a 
care whether he broke his neck or only a rib. 

It was lucky for Wallie that Neptune was 
jammed up \rith his consort at the bottom of 
the ladder, for his head, which would have 
pitched on the floor, came down like a batter- 
ing-ram on the capacious mock-paunch of the 
king of seas, and actually tore it away from his 
front, while his heels turned over, and struck 
upon the shoulders of the men who were wait- 
ing to ascend. 

" Shame! shame!" was instantly cried out by 
all below, in spite of the humour for rough 
jokes, which at that time reigned triumphant ; 
but the perpetrator of this outrage cared little 
for the opinion of his messmates, as he after- 
wards took frequent opportunities of display- 
ing. 

This action, however, caused the interference 
of Mr. Kidgway, who was upon deck, and the 
jovial crew moved out in a more orderly manner 
than before, though not without an infinitude 
of quirks and cranks, which are inexpressible 
upon paper. 

Here ended the first and second acts of the 
satumalian drama, which custom has licensed 
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to be acted on board Oreenland-men, on the 
first of May. I am not in a train sufficiently 
learned just now to seek out, or to conjecture, 
its descent fiom the heathen festivals of Flora. 
I shall merely observe, that the grotesque mum-* 
mery of the chimney-sweepers, which is fami* 
tiar to every one, appears to be another remain 
of the self-*same orgies ; and, in fact, allowance 
being made for the wide difiPerence of habit be* 
tween a sailor and a sweeps the imagination 
might suppose, from their dresses and their 
music, that a company of the sooty fraternity 
was performing its antics on board a northern 
whaler. 

Although the merry-makers had evacuated 
the cabin, where the captain's indulgence had 
allowed them to carry on their frolics, the spirit 
of the day had not evaporated. The absurdities 
of the North Pole and the maelstroom still served 
the harpooners and others as a ground»w(H*k on 
which to build fresh jests, at the expense ol 
thdr besotted oompanions, whose heads still 
retained the propensity to revolve; and they 
succeeded in convincing them that a tall dark 
object, rising from amidst a patch of ice near 
the horizon, was the axis of the world, to which 
thejr were being drawn by its attractive power. 
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The commands they had received firom the 
captam, to get out a hawser ready for making 
fast, contributed mainly to impress this belief 
on their minds> and when I got upon deck, I 
found a knot of these wise men in most serio^ 
comic deliberation, upon the consequences of 
running foul of the Pole. The truth was, that 
we were making towards the edge of a long 
patch of ice, which had surrounded a vessel, 
and frozen together, placing her in that situa^ 
tion terrible to Greenland-men, called being 
^^ beset ;^' and good reason they have for hold« 
ing it in dread, since their imprisonment always 
retards their fishing operations, and often en- 
dures for a great length of time. 

The joke, however, passed well enough with 
those whose distorted vision still continued, and 
the rest, after laying out the cable, ready to be 
used if required, again betook themselves to 
dancing *^ betwixt decks,'' with the most reck- 
less scorn of repose, or of the chances of labour, 
ever and anon deputing the barber to petition 
for more liquor ; and he advanced to the com- 
panion, at the head of the band of pannikin- 
beaters, mess-kettle-bangers, and trumpeters^ 
with sudi an infernal din of the harshest dis- 



94 TALES OF A VOYAGEB. 

cords, that the Chinese uproar to frighten away 
an eclipse would have been music to its riot. 

The whole of the first of May was brilliant 
in weather, and clear in sea. Towards even- 
ing, however, masses of ice again appeared 
loose upon the water, and we passed to leeward 
of the patch, including the vessel beset. 

On the second, snow fell plentifully, and the 
cold increased ; but I had become so habituated 
to it, that I could walk the deck without wear- 
ing a hat, although water poured into a basin 
instantly congealed, even by the side of the 
fire. The cabin-door was left constantly wide 
open, by general consent ; and, as if we had 
become hardened by local situation, none of 
those precautions taken to preserve warmth dur- 
ing an English winter, were here observed, al- 
though the cold was so much more intense. 

I shall not now confine myself to. detailing 
the precise remarks I made, on the several days 
dlinng my continuation in the north water, un- 
less some event worth dating offers itself to 
notice, but shall give my observations collec- 
tively, and only mention the lapse of time' as 
occasion may require. One circumstance I shall 
DOW repeat, that the reader may not be mided 
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by the terms night and day, which is, that, in 
reality, we never had any night, the whole 
twenty-four hours being one continued period 
of light, and this perpetual day existed for 
several months. At midnight the sun would 
«hine as gaily into the cabin as if it were open 
morning, and darkness had totally disappeared 
from our senses. The only spot I could dis- 
cover, where the murky deity continued to main- 
tain a shadow of his ancient power, was in the 
depths of the hold ; but to that gloomy dungeon 
I scarcely ever turned my eyes, and the glow 
of brilliant day, that almost constantly shone 
around us, was far too delightful to make me 
wish for gloom ; and thus the idea of night gra- 
dually faded from my memory. 

The reader, however, must not suppose that 
the sun never altered his position, and that 
broad noon perpetually shed its glare upon us. 
There was, on the contrary, a sensible differ- 
ence in the situation of the great luminary 
every twelve hours ; for, as our imaginary night 
passed on, he sunk down to the horizon, but 
he never disappeared belo\r it. The light, 
at this time, was far less brilliant, though not 
less clear, than at mid-day, and the effect of the 
beams, shooting horizontally along the surface 
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of the sea, was peculiarly strange and unearthly. 
It was a kind of sunset, without the enchanting 
fervour of rich and mellow hues, which pour 
such golden splendour over every object at that 
hoiu*. A cold, pure, yellow brightness gleamed 
along the ocean, and sparkUng gems of diamond 
and sapphire shone from the countless icy pin- 
nacles and grots ; but there was no ripe and 
melting glow of crimson clouds, no deluge of 
molten gold and liquid coral, streaming from 
west to east, and bathing earth, and sea, and 
sky in dyes of nameless lustre ; there came not 
that soothed, yet high-wrought, sympathy in 
natureli glorjy which creeps upon the soul as 
the approach of evening brings repose and calm- 
ness, while all the scene around, above, beyond, 
wherever the eye can bear the mind upon the 
wings of sight, is filled with gorgeous excess 
of heavenly magnificence. Often, very often, 
did I long again to behold the richness of my 
native sunsets, and not even the brilliance of an 
arctic mid-day could compensate for the depri- 
vation. 

When I look around me, and reflect that on 
this day last month I was sitting by my father's 
fireside, and secured from every danger which 
human foresight can avoid, while now I am 
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borne along upon the faithless bosom of the 
deep, where its waters wash the most inhospitable 
countries of the univei*se, and where the perils 
of the tempest are rendered more numerous and 
more fearful by the masses of ice that threaten, 
like living rocks, to attack the vessels which shun 
their contact, I wonder at the sudden change 
that has taken place in my situation, with feel- 
ings somewhat akin to those of one who dreams 
of strange and unexpected things. 

To me, who have been brought up in London, 
in the bosom of an indulgent family, and in cir- 
cumstances from which chances of every kind 
were as remote as the lot of man would allow, it 
is a singular mutation of place, associates, and 
contingencies, to find myself approaching to- 
wards the northern extremity of Spitzbergen, 
on board a Greenland whaler, and surrounded 
with objects, beings, and difficulties, of tlie most 
formidable nature. Instead of the buildings o^ 
a highly civilized people, their pleasure-grounds 
and meadows, I am in the midst of a dangerous 
sea, thickly covered with floating crags, whose 
very aspects speak of shipwreck, while vast fields 
of ice hover in the distance, like cowering birds 
of prey, waiting for the moment to pounce 
upon their quarries. Instead of the gay scenes 
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wd num«:^ufl diversions of a populous city, I 
atn confined to a few amusements, and a few 
heterogeneous oompanions, contained 'within a 
apace of little more than a hundred feet in 
length. The views around me are wild and 
desolate, and the animals that enliven them are 
naonsters; and, instead of the comfort and secu^ 
rity of a paternal dwelling, and the impossilnEty 
pf perishing through want, I am exposed to the 
constant hazard of storms and shipwrecks, to 
the c^tainty of many inconveniencies, and to the 
possibility of being starved to death by hunger 
and by cold. 

Such meditations as these, for I "will not 
trouble the reader with a third of what passed' 
across my fancy, arose in my mind, as I con* 
templated the splendid dangers which gathered 
ismnd us during this and a few of the following 
days. After quitting an open space of water, 
in which the greater part of the first c^ May had 
been spent, we entered amongst an asseinblage 
<^ large masses of ice, diq)osed in close array, 
heaving and wallowing amid the billows, with 
violait and unceasing motion. All the frag^ 
ments I had seen before were but as small de* 
tachments of light troops, scouring the vacant 
{dains, while these formed the main body of tb^ 
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sffmy^ with ite artillery and heary hcarae, posted 
k^ order of battle and defiance. 
. I. will not stop to depict the grandeur of the 
scenery. How can I, or any one, display to the 
imagination of another images and situations to 
which there exist in his mind no paralleL He 
who has not seen the miighty strife of ice and 
water, raging like huge crags broken loose upoa 
the main, to wage free warfare with the waves, 
can never conceive the sublimity and terror oi 
the conflict To suppose a large island, of the 
whitest marble, shattered into ten thousand 
shapeless portions, would afibrd the nearest re* 
semMance to the icy giants ; and to fancy this 
host of stony monsters rolling and bounding 
amidst a tempestuous sea, foaming with wreaths 
of surge, and roaring against the blast, will 
bring before the mental optics of the speculator 
a vision of the field of combat through which we 
had to force Our way. 

We began the attempt on the second, in com- 
pany with two Dutch ships, and the Alert of 
Peterhead; and, notwithstanding the ill4uck 
which was prognosticated to us by a small bird, 
(probably a snow-bunting,) settling on our bow. 
sprit, we contrived to thread the moving maze 
during the first day without the clue of Ariadne. 

r 2 
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** Throughout the following twenty -four 
hours," (so says the log-book,) '* we continued 
sailing amongst large quantities of very he^y 
ice, many pieces of which struck against our 
bows, but did no damage."^ They did no 
damage, certainly, to the fortified nose and 
cheeks of the Leviathan, but they occasioned me 
sundry bumps and concussions, as unpleasant 
as they were at first unexpected. He who was 
sitting at ease upon the after-locker of the cabin 
would suddenly find himself in contact with the 
bulk-head on the opposite side, imitating a 
spread eagle in the position of his limbs, while 
all the other moveables, in company with him, 
had taken a flight in the same direction, and 
were seen dashed upon the floor, or strewn 
within the fender. 

He might be drinking at the moment, with 
his head turned towards the stern, and then the 
inexorable laws of motion decree that, on a blow 
being ^ven to the stern, the fluid, be it what it 
may, shall fly incontinently in his face, and 
straitways it is done ; besides which, he shall 
feel himself tumbled backwards, without cere* 
mony,'as if knocked down by the assault of the 
guiltless liquor. 

Should he be in the cfow's nest, he wrll fan<^ 
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himself about to be flung out of it, like a bullet 
from a sliiig, or a shuttlecock from a caronet ; 
nor can there be a more fearful sensation than 
the convulsive jerk given to the lofty watch- 
tower, by the sudden shock of ice against the 
head of the ship. The slender mast seems to 
bend forward instantaneously, as if it were a 
supple hazel twig waving in the wind, and the 
^tounded being who is perched upon it, at the 
height of more than a hundred feet, appears to 
be a loosened nut, ready to be shaken down 
from the topmost branch. 

The beauty of the extended prospect which 
such an elevation procured, however, compen- 
sated completely for the alarm occasioned at first 
by these unusual agitations; and the sight of 
thirty sail from the mast head, striving to gei 
through the numerous and narrow " lanes,*' 
which intersected the barriers of threatening ice 
rocks, afforded a bird'^s eye view of the grandeur 
of arctic nature, and of the noble daring of the 
human mind, highly gratifying to me, as a 
lover of the savage goddess, and as a being of 
mortal mould. 

This kind of loose unconnected ice is called 
f^ pack ice,*" and is liable to be driven together, 
by winds, round the vessels passing through it. 
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wfakH it seldetii fails to take prisoners, Ibycon^ 
geaiing mto a large irregular floe, and there they 
must remain <^ beset" till a better wind bi^eak]^ 
up die congregated phalanx, and dispersed it 
over the ocean. A gentle gale, succeeded'by a 
calm, is the most dangeh)us wind in producing 
this ^ect, as it first piitd the ice in motion, and 
then leaves it in qtiiescence when collected round 
the siiip, that it may have tiine to join its 
numerous' pieces together by freezing, an effect 
which takes place to an alarming extent in: the 
course of a few hours. Most of the vast flaws 
I have seen were composed of these reunited 
- fragments, and to be inclosed in a field of frozen 
wat^r,^ of many miles diameter, would b^ na 
propitious situation, especially towards the end 
of summer. 

X jikmped out of bed thii» morning, to see a 
snow bird, (Lams Ebumeus, or the Ivory Gull.) 
Its plumage is so beautifully white, that it caH 
scarody be distinguished when standibg tt A 
little distance a& the snow, and it& jet black tegs 
leem to walk about as if unconnected with any 
body, and as if following the yellowish b^ak 
-Mxuth precedes them a little way above their 
level. Their outline is particularly idi percept 
tible when the sun ^nes upon &e ice^on which 
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they are stationed, and I have remained for 
several minutes, waiting to point my gun at 
them^ and wondering where they had concealed 
themselves, when they were direct before my 
eyes. 

In the afternoon two boats paid us a visit, 
and brought unfavourable intelligence of their 
fishing prospects. One whale alone had been 
yet discovered, and that had not been taken; 
but many vessels had been fortunate in ^* seal- 
kig.*^ One had caught five thousand, another 
half that number, others two thousand, seven 
hundred, five hundred, and so on, decreasing. 
A thousand seals are computed equal to a size 
fish, (a whale of six feet bone,) and the oil is of 
better quality ; but their skins would not obtain 
the same amount as the whalebone. Besides, to 
run any chance of getting a sufficient quantity, 
the ships must commence their operations much 
earlier in the year than is required for taking 
the whale, since the seals congregate most 
jjentifully at the edge of the winter's ice, before 
it has been broken up by the advance of spring; 
and for this purpose smaller barks are sent out 
in February and March, solely to capture these 
animals, 
w The cold, now increased by a north-east gale. 
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-gtiows excessive, and extends its iiifluence even 
to Mie fire side. '* As I write these words,'* 
says my journal, "the ink is freezing in my 
q,uill, as ihay be known by the letters becoming 
more and more illegible, though the pen is full 
of fluid.'' I repeated this circumstanee several 
times, to convince myself of the reality; for I 
am naturally given to question the first appiear- 
ance of phenomena; and I constantly observed 
icy crystals form rapidly within the little instru- 
ment ; and, as an additional proof, I held them 
dose before the stove, in front of which I was 
sitting, and they melted into ink again. 

This demonstrates that the cold was extreme; 
but, as a drawback on its intensity, it must be 
considered, that, though the cabin door was 
shut, it did not fit so closely but that plenteous 
streams of wind found their way between the 
crevices, the velocity of which was increased by 
their obtaining ready exit from similar outlets 
on the opposite side ; and every one knows, that 
the abstraction of heat is greatly facilitated by 
tlie swift passage of cold air across the surface. 

To any one in England it will appear a sin- 
gular want of common attention to convenience, 
(not to mention the fear of thorough draughts,) 
to have permitted the existence of such openings^ 
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in the fortifications of our citadel, as would 
allowr the ^aemj to carry his assaults even to 
the centre of our hearths; but to a mariner 
in the Greenland seas, such carelessness seems 
imtter of no moment. Probably, the much 
greater severity of weather to which they are 
habituated upon deck, and in their boats, ms^ 
occasion them to esteem the imperfect shelter of 
th^ cabins a high degree of warmth, and they 
may have acquired so much insensibility to cdd 
as not to feel its. slight aggressions ; but, cer- 
tnnly, I cannot defend the useless want of 
proper convenience against the inroads of a 
north eastern blast, otherwise than by declaring 
the fact, that, in this climate, a lower state of 
temperature than the most bitter cold of an 
English winter did not affect me with the same 
sensation of deadly suifering as I liave often ex- 
perienced in the south of Britain. 

The feeling produced by placing the hand on 
metal, such as the ironwork of the rigging, or 
the- telescope, was that of scalding, and the spray 
and foam which flew against the sides of our 
]^ip remiuned frozen where it touched the 
planks. At noon, on the third, we were in 
18% 80", with the severity of weather increas- 
ing. My attention was much attracted towards 

F 3 
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9k jihtiwm of.firozen particles, ivincfa fbU Sowji 
likQ {HM»w dtinng tUs season o£ inolraneikcy^ faot 
wbtt^ was not the snow I bad been used to see. 
|4» general afypearonce wm a fail oi scales, or 
ttim circular pellicles of ice; bat upon nmmte 
Msvestigatkm, they were taaad to be crystalline 
feathers, of symmetrksd beauty,^ connected to- 
geftber by their bases^ 00 as to form a common 
centre, £rom whioh the vanes or shafts prcgected 
Kke rays ; or, to use a plainer simile, like the 
i^kes of a wheel from the box of the axletree. 
From the primary rays, secondary ones branched 
fAity and met eacli other, composing a net-work 
of small crystals; and, though the integral 
particles of every separate piece of 9n&» were 
Ibtle elongated drops of congealed water, eadi 
barving a smaH end inserted into the larger ex- 
tremity of the globule beneath it, and affordiBg 
its own head for the receptbn of the taper point 
of that succeeding, the various aarrangements of 
diese strings of ii^ beads produced an infinitude 
of delicate forms, the contemplation of whitdi 
^aa 4iighly interesting. The most plentiful 
figure was diat of a flat star, oi six princitxil 
vays, with many minor lines connecting thsm 
together ; and the disposid of these ramifistftioos 
served to diversify lUs simple fcMm in many 
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delightful ways; but there were other more 
intricate and more beautiful arrangements <^ 
the elementary crystal, which fixed the eye in 
admkation upon their fairy fabric. Elegant 
masses, brilliant stars, rosettes, feuillettes, and 
globes, of complex filagree, presented them- 
selves in every variety ; but the extreme chaste^ 
ness of combination in which these little automa- 
ton diamonds had disposed themselves is beyond 
description. 

My ink still freezes when I write out my 
short hand notes of daily observations; but even 
the pallid deathly hue of my fingers, bleached 
in the keen air that congeals the sable fluid in 
my pen, does not deter me from the practice I 
have resolved to follow, of enlarging my steno- 
graphic memoranda before the freshness of me- 
mory shall have faded ; and I recommend to all 
travellers and voyagers, to let no trifling incon- 
veniences, nor pleasant seduction, interfere with 
the determination they will doubtless adopt on 
their departure, to put down in writing every 
remark they shall make during their progress. 
However unimportant the omission may appear, 
at the time it takes place, they will find occa»on 
to regret the loss of an amusing anecdote, or in. 
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stF^cti^e fact ; ai^, notwithstanding the great 
care I took to preserve whatever appeared to me 
at the period worthy of recollection, I am sorry 
that I did not embalm in ink and paper the 
substance of many light tales and merry jests, 
the shadows of which now flit tauntingly across 
my memory. 

During the night, a strong gale blew, like a 
spirit broken forth from the cave of Boreas, who, 
no doubt, has his menagerie of winds .socnewhere 
in this quarter. This demon was of the nortl^ 
eastern family ; but, whether it was nor-nor-east, 
half east, or east and by north, I do not re- 
member. What I chiefly know on the subject 
is, that it was a devilish cold one. 

On the morning of the fourth, I found no 
alleviation of weather, but a splendid exhibition 
of icy grandeur. . The gale had driven the pack 
ice into large islands, filled with rocks and pyra- 
mids, and ^ hummocks,^ or smaller icy hillocks. 
These elevations have a peculiarly beautifu^l 
efiect at the horizon, especially when gleaming, 
as they did to-day, in the rays of a brilliant sun. 
The ruins of Palmyra, or of Thebes, with all 
their marble columns, and their long arcades, 
seemed risen from the ocean, and the palaces of 
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ivory, and cities of alabiaster, of the eastern and 
northern minstrels, appeared no longer the 
dreams of imagination. 

I was never weary, never content, with gazing 
on the endless multitude of shapes and attitudes 
in which the ice presented itself ; nor can I hope 
to impress on the mind of the reader the feeling 
of delight which yet remains in my breast from 
the hour 1 beheld them. The glory of the sun 
in these regions is unknown to the inhabitants 
of the more southern world, and if they could 
convert their dingy seas into floods of fluid 
ss^phire, and cover them with their proudest 
works of architecture, hewn from pure Parian 
stone, they would not succeed in^ rivalling this 
realm of splendor and magnificence, unless they 
could make the lord of day look down from 
his skies through an atmosphere as clear and 
subtle as the air of Spitzbergen. 

In the sunshine I was warm and comfortable, 
whilst walking on the deck, without hat or 
gloves; but upon returning to the cabin to 
write, I was compelled to hold my pen to the 
fire to thaw its frozen charge. 

The Frederick VI., a Dane, came along- 
side to-day, and the Trafalgar, Captain Lloyd, 
was in company. Neither had seen any ^ fish,"* 
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Mcl we talked of tQrmng south ward» thither 
:tlij5y were isuppoaed to have retarealied. 

Throughout the night the rays of ahdigbt 
sunfihone gaily down the steerage, patlaiig'nie 
in doubt whether it was not a shame to shiit 
'Bajself up in a little dark nook fif a bed'^cabin, 
while all without was cheer£udttess and brilliancy. 
However, upon taking eounsel of my pillow, it 

4 

advised me to lay my head softly upon it, and 
condder the point ; and, strange to say, I for* 
got my question ^ter a few moments experi- 
loent. 

On rising, I fonnd the Leviathan still among 
Tast bodies of heavy ice ; and, after breakfast, 
her stem came in contact with one of them, and 
a most furious concussion was the donsequaice. 
I wits burled from my seat up against the store* 
i!Oom doc»v before I could comprehend the 
cause of the movement ; but the (puck desc^st 
€^ the captain from the crowds nest, out of 
which he had nearly been precipitated, soon in- 
formed me of its origin. Having readied the 
deck, he hurried, with some of the harpooneis, to 
look for leaks, but none were then found, 
though afterwards they were not so invisibla. 

This was a most tremendous blow, and its 
violence was only prevented from being fittaltb 
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our ship by the excellence of her fortifications. 
These were munimeBts, externally^ of additional 
sheathing to her bows, of great thickness, and €i 
strong iron plates, bound over her nose, where 
eoUisions were expected to take place; while, 
internally, stout shores or props, called ^ point- 
ers,' were |)laced obHquely within the cheeks, to 
sustain the ribs and planks during rough en- 
counters. 

We have now thirty-eight ships in sight, few 
of which have met with whales. The Neptune* 
of Hull, Munro, a gallant bark, passed near us ; 
" walking the water like a thing of life." A 
Dutchman, also, lay under our starboard quar- 
ter for a little while ; but the only news commu- 
nicated by occasional ^ speaking^ was, that the 
Eagle, which had been beset, was seen flinching, 
and, from circumstances, it is conjectured she has 
fallen in with a dead fish. 

May 6th. The sun has not yet ceased shin- 
ing VRithout interruption, through days and 
nights, for nearly a week, and the weather is 
milder. I observed to-day, particularly, the 
eSE&ct» of double refraction, in duplicating the 
images of the ice-peaks and hummocks in the 

* This beautiful vessel was lost among the ice, in 1824, 
when nearly full. 
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di^tonce. To a casual glance* it seemed asiiS^ 
ccntrary to the law of perspective, these maas^ 
grew larger as they retired from the eye ; but 
attentive io^pection ^ewed that an inverted 
likeness of the real object was represented dose 
above it, giving it 9 magiufied appearance, 
r Another crowVnest was set up this momingi 
at the foretop gallant mast head, and aji acU 
ditional watch placed in it. All hands w^ 
afterwards employed in keeping the ship clear 
of the ice, which environed us in large quan-P 
titles, and during their operations a finner rose 
near us, blowing up jets of steam» and wallow-- 
ing in the water till it dived. 

Another view of Spitzbergen appeared on 
the following day, being part of Prince CharW 
Foreland, a long island on the western coasts. 
The ice-bound regions of the main land were 
clearly seen beyond it, and I obtained a more 
distinct view of its surface than I had enjoyed 
before. I say enjoyed, for Spitsbergen had, 
been the Ultima Thule of my travelling desires 
since I was a child, althou^ I never even 
dreamt of seeing that land of the sublime and 
desolate. 

The shores of this extensive tract of barren- 
ness and beauty looked low where we saw them, 
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and wide plains stretched from the coast inland 
to the foot of a range of mountains ; but there 
are seven conical hills, lying near each othef , 
towards the sea, which seem unconnected with 
any other cluster, and have l)een designated by 
the name of the seven Ice Bergs, though, in 
all probability, they are only smaller mountains, 
shrouded in eternal snow. 

Numerous hills, similar to the seven Ice Bergs, 
stand scattered over the desert that lies along 
the shore ; but, as they grow more distant, 
they assume bolder and still loftier characters, 
many of them hiditig their heads in the clouds, 
while others shew their snow- wreathed crests 
above the highest vapour. 

The universal whiteness, which spreads over 
hill and valley to the far distant mountain, 
gives a singularly dazzling and unvaried cast 
to the wild features of the scene, when lit up 
by the sun ; but I had also the good fortune 
to view it when partly free from this delusive 
brilliance, and I traced, with a telescope, the 
gradually ascending chains of Alps, till they 
seemed to rise beyond the sphere of earth. My 
mind felt as if mounting with gigantic strides 
from pinnacle to pinnacle, to scale the barriers 
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of another world ; cliff, rose bejrond cliff, and 
precipice was piled upon precipice, till tlukt 
fleecy iddes scarce allowed a perfect image to tfaft 
fiight ; but even when I believed I had gained the 
ultimate verge of vision, an airy minaret gleaiaed 
still far beyond my fancied limit, which, though 
in perspective size a mere flake o£ snow against 
the sky, might be in reality ^ huge avalanche^ 
hanging on the hrow of an arctic Mont Blanc 
What,, then, were the wcmders which might 
lie between me and tliis speck of distant world ! 
What the caverns, the lakes, the glac^^s, thfe 
|)eople, and the monsters 1 I was lost in a 
dream of speculation and desire, as I gazed 
long and lingeringly over this expanse of re^- 
gions unexplored, and I turned from it to the 
fitmiUar things around me with contempt and 
mortified ambitioh. 

The portion of Prince CharW Foreland 
whidb we made, and of which I preserve a 
drawing, waa the <N(H-th Hook,^ or noilbern 
extremity, and presented the bluff fiftce 6th 
ateep precipice, terminating a high^backed hill, 
which seemed to run round a sn^l bay^ c^ 
which the ^ Hook^ fbrmed one of the points. 
iJkM cobur was dark and grey, and broad ftreaks 
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of snow traversed it perpendicularly, probably 
occupying rifts in the surface, where it lay se** 
care from the warmth of the sun. 

The sea towards the shore was crowded with 
small fragments of ioe, which seemed collected 
ihere by wind or currents, and this crushed 
form of frozen water is termed brash ice. One 
would have supposed, to see it, that some 
mighty mace had /been employed to pound the 
floes to pieces, so plentifully did it strew the 
^rface of the ocean ; but it is believed, and 
very plausibly, to be the portions beaten and 
ground oflP the larger masses by the rude en- 
counters in which they sometimes meet. 

Another day brought back the bitter weather 
1^ had lost, and my ink resumed its freezing 
habit while I wrote. My MSS. afford abundant 
mstances of this circumstance, not only in par- 
ticular passages, which seem to die away upon 
t^e paper, as the fluid became consolidated, but 
in the general paleness of the letters, owing to 
the colouring matter of the ink being thrown 
down by its congelation. Before I begin my 
scriptorial labours, I am obliged to place the 
vessel containing it on the bar of the stove, and 
though I dip it hot from this solution, I am soon 
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ocmipdled to hold my pen to the fire ogam to 
thaw its contents. 

We had a hard gale during the night, wfaioh; 
forced us to take in sail, though the sea was 
but slightly agitated. It is of great advantage 
in the north water, that the opean seldom pnv, 
duces those billows which deal destructicHi to 
vessels in the open main. 

The presence of the vast qifantity of ice float- 
ing on its surface is the cause of this placidity, 
and it is well that Providence does not allow the 
waves to drive the floes and patches every in-^^ 
stant iigainst the sides of our vessels. Storms, 
however, are not imknown in these high lati^ 
tudes, but they are rare ; one took place while 
I was in the * country,' and we experienced 
not a little of its violence. 

We warped our way through large flat islands 
of ice to-day, between which the lanes were few 
and narrow. These passages resemble serpen- 
tine canals cut through rocks of marble, and 
while gliding in them the mariner may fancy 
himself sailing up a river, in a country where the. 
land is white and sparry. 

In the course of the day I was struck with<a 
glossy smoothness, which floated on the face of 
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the ocean, and extended in various directions^ 
and, on examination, I found it to arise from 
small thin spots of ice, which, in the Greenland 
dialect, are called ' pancakes.^ These are the 
first indications of the sea'*s freezing, which 
usually takes place when its waters are smooth 
and quiescent; and it proved to me, what I had 
discovered by my feelings, that the cold had 
increased in severity to a great degree. 

The reader will, perhaps, expect, and very 
naturally, that I, who talk of temperature, should 
tell him what the thermometer said on these oc- 
casions ; but, before he expresses his surprise at 
my omissions, let me inform him that the instru- 
ment I brought with me of that description was 
destroyed in a gale after we quitted Shetland, 
by which it was thrown down from the bulk 
head of my cabin ; and that, when it was wanted, 
one belonging to the ship was found to have 
been left behind in London. 

9th. The cold of yesterday was trifling, com- 
pared with that of to-day, to which a stiff north- 
easterly breeze has added double severity. 
Writing is scarcely practicable, even with hot 
ink, so quickly does it congeal in the pen, and 
&6 liltld ^inlling are my fingers to withstand the 
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mr tbat freeafee their busy iostnimfiDt, even irUh<* 
in their grasp. 

I had determined to take a fair oppoxtimty 
0f trying m j powexB of resisting cold, or ratb^ 
of enduring it, and judging this as fit a thne for 
die experiiBeDt as I might find, I determined t€» 
walk upon deck for two hours, «sKposed to the 
hsting blast which swept the surfaces of ice and 
water ; nor did I permit a thick shower of -sleety 
fdi^ shut in every prospect, to deter me : acoovd- 
ingly, I stole away, when my guardian Waa 
qifdetly ensconced in bis state-room, and began 
my march upon ibe deck. 

I completed my task with pleasure, and founds 
as 1 bad conjectured, tlmt the action of walkii^ 
sufficiently obviated the intensity of the cdd.to 
render it Uderable, and had not the wind lashed 
my face immercifully, aided by its comrade the 
sleet, which, being of the crystalline kind, was 
more troublesome than ordinary, I should have 
enjoyed my promenade. 

The sun shone at times through the snow, 
and during two or three intervals between the 
diowers ; but I felt no warmth frmn that. It 
was by no means agreeable to keep my face to 
the wind, even for a few moments, and thesepsa* 
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iaoiifiueli atrial occasioned I can only compare to 
the strokes of a whip across the countenance. 
One of the sailors, the barber of Thursday, 
diewed me blisters on his ear, produced by the 
keenness of the wind ; they resembled the bub- 
ble or blister caused by scalding water. Part of 
thb period I passed in walking under the lee of 
the * Duke of York,' alias the trysail, a situa- 
tion which gives the breeze tenfold violence, and 
consequently lowers the temperature greatly. 
Nevertheless, I felt more agreeable warmth in 
my hands and feet, than if 1 had been sitting 
close in with the fire, and I had no cause to re- 
gret my experiment. I was surprised to see a 
thick mist rising from the sea, like tall flames of 
flog gleaming in the rays of the sun, and learnt 
that this is the ' frost rime' spoken of by north- 
ern navigators. It is said to be occasioned by 
the greater coolness of the air to the sea, which 
causes evaporation from its surface. The water 
was green and blue alternately, and the masses 
of ice few, but of great size. 

Large quantities of snow, both of the common 
flaky kind, and the crystalline, fell during the 
evening and night, so as to require frequent 
clearance of the deck from its incumbrance. It 
still came down in abundance when I rose on 
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the tenth, and on looking out from the comr 
panion, the grim face of winter appeared in alji 
its hoary desolation. 

Not only was the deck, and all upon it, white 
with a fleecy covering, but the masts, tops, 
yards, shrouds, stays,^ and every rope and por- 
tion of the rigging on which a particle of snow 
could lodge, was veiled in a feathery tunic. 
But the fore-part of the vessel presented a beau^ 
tiful and enchanted sight. The waves which 
dashed against the bows, and the spray which 
flew over the forecastle, even to the foretop, 
when she dipped her head beneath the surge, 
became encrusted on every spot they touched. 
The whole front of the hull and upper works 
was encased in a splendid sheet of ice, while 
from the bowsprit and spritsail yard huge sta- 
lactites and massy pendants hung down, like the 
tusks of elephants ; minor icicles, and spikes of 
ivory whiteness, were ranged on every Une and 
pole, giving them the appearance of long jaw^ 
bones armed with unnumbered teeth, and 
scarcely was the material of the ship discernible 
at any point before the mast. It might have 
been imagined, upon seeing this part only of 
the Leviathan, that she had been immersed in 
a petrifying lake, whose waters had congealed 
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around her, or* that she had been dipped in a 
vast cauldron of melted glass, which had clung 
to her, and grown solid as she was withdrawn. 

This incrustation was continued nearly all 
round the sides, and in various other places, 
wherever the north-east gale, which still raged 
over us, bore the foam of the angry sea ; and it 
was delightful to sit on one of the quarter-boats, 
and see our vessel glide through the deep blue 
ocean, like a bark of crystal sailing along the 
sky. 

Such contemplations, in a situation so ex- 
posed, were not, however, to be long in» 
dulged with impunity; and there were none but 
my friend William and myself who seemed to 
enjoy the fairy and fantastic appearance of our 
good ship, arrayed in ice and snow. The 
sailors, clothed in their huge pea-jackets and 
camlet irowsers, with Welsh wigs upon their 
heads, surmounted by long-eared furskin caps 
tied under their chins, and with their hands 
buried in triple mittens, paced their watches 
impatiently, amidst the wreathing sleet that 
whirled around them, smoking their pipes in 
rueful silence. The hatches were all closed, 
and covered ^with tarpaulins, to keep out the 
frost, and '^ fires were permitted more liberally 
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'twi&t decks aii4 in the gaUey, an.d the mess 
kettles came more frequeady aft for aUoiwaix^Qs 
of drams. 

In the c$ibm^ th^ evidences of decreased 
warmth became plentiful and striking* My 
inkstand now was not my only thermometer^ fi)r 
eyery thing liquid^ in whatever situation it 
nught stimd, unless actually on the fire, was 
frozen in a little time. 

Puling bre£i]^£Ei$t» a pellicle of ice was formed 
over water poured into the slop basin^ though 
the dpor was shut, and the stove was glowing 
like a furnace. Hot water,^ left in a saucepan 
dose at the foot of the stove> was found ftossen ; 
and in a little clos^ or locker^ contiguous to the 
fijpe^place^ fluids very quickjiy changed into solid 
bodies. 

To these insfances of intense cold may be 
added the freezing of a barrd of brown stout» in 
the store-room^ about five feet from the fire, fmd 
tile odisolidation of eggs buried deep is oatmeal. 
Gr^at numbers of these seafaring luxuriesbucst 
theitr shells, from the expansion of' freeing, and 
were losl^ and our delicious stout was spoiled by 
its congeliEition : this, however, was not our only 
barreL 

I mow felt more inclined to give credence to 
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the recital of arctic voyagers, from Barentz 
downwards, than I had hitherto allowed ; and 
my messmates, whom I had taunted, by saying 
that they had made the coast of Norway instead 
of Spitzbergen, now returned my jests with in- 
terest. They frequently begged me to take a 
spell at the mast head, in the crowds nest, where 
tiiey were obliged to remain for two hours, ex- 
posed- to the biting fury of the north east gale, 
which raised blisters on their skins, as if it had 
lashed them with a whip of fire ; and they hoped I 
should be in readiness to go out for four hours 
on the bran, that is, to go to some distance from 
the ship, and lie in wait in a boat near the ^ flaw 
edge,' in expectation of the rising of a whale. 
This practice, which is chiefly used in thick and 
foggy weather, was not, however, pursued at 
this time, as we continued sailing to the north- 
ward at a good rate^ in spite of the adverse 
wind* 

At noon we found ourselves, by observation, 
five minutes beyond the eightieth degree, and as 
we continued our course we probably passed 
on ten or fifteen miles further towards the 
£ole; but, having got thus far, a council of 
whale-catching was called. The question to be 
decided by deliberation was, whether, after run- 
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mng so far north, -without even seeing <a fish,^ 
it wouldnot be better to aker our course, and 
steer south-west ; and as the opmions of almost 
all those competent to judge on the subject coin- 
cided, the ship was put abdut 

I cannot say this improvement, or alteration, 
m our route, gave me any gratification, for I 
desired greatly to have proceeded to the utmost 
limit of the liquid arctic ; but I could not feel 
any right to murmur, and I afterwards learnt 
that a very few miles more would have brought 
us to the verge of the frozen ocean. 
^ Still, though we had a favourable wind for 
our riew destination, we kept hovering and beat^ 
ing about the eightieth degree, in hopes of meet- 
ing with game ; and, on the eleventh, the gale 
was gone, and the weather became mild, in 
comparison to its late excess. Our desires were 
also indulged another way, for, before ' eight 
bells,' a loud cry of *' fish ! fish I**' resounded' 
through the ship. I ran upon deck at the wel- 
come «hout, and beheld, sinking behind a flat 
piece of ice, the tuil of a large whale, an enor- 
mous-black tail, the width of which must have 
been twenty feet, and in figure like the extre- 
mity usoally ^ven to that of the dolphins of his-' 
torical paintings. 
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Two boats were immediately lowered down, 
and the eagerness of the crew to man them, 
could only be rivalled by dogs impatient to be 
let loose at their game. 

In three minutes they were off frdm the ship, 
and the mate would have got fast to the huge 
mcHister, had not hi& boat^steerer fallen over- 
board the moment before he expected to be 
rowed on the back of the animal ; and^ to save 
the poor fellow'^s life, the crew were compelled 
to * hold water^ and pick him up. 

In the meanwhile the whale disappeared, and 
raise no more, and our philosophy was severely 
taxed to make us bear the misfortune like men, 
for many had a great inclination to act like 
children on the occasion. 

We had the pleasure of ^ving chase to several 
other fish in the course of this and the following 
day ; and, though there were a Dutch and ah 
English ship close to oneof the creatures, they ho- 
nourably forbore to send in pursuit of it, because 
we first discovered it, and by our preparations 
made them acquainted with its situation. 

The afternoon of the eleventli^ was fine and 
sunshiny ; but on the twelfth a return of the 
former severe cold, accompanied with constant 
showers of sleet, and heavy streams of ice cross- 
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iog joat towme^ and awanltitig 'our ta>vr«y ren- 
ifefed die day not ao pkasant. 

Many wfai^ however, mppeaved in ^£* 
fer^t quarters, and boats &om ftetettH ^fps 
aovered the sea, in hopes of ^etqD^uriag them. 
Ko one -was succeesfid; bvtt it was a pleasant 
light to see upwards d thirty boats, variously 
adomedy and ably manned, gMding ainong masses 
«f ifloHtiDg marble, KI% revelkts on an artifiesal 
hdce. Xhe eagerness of the hunt, Mhewise) 
gave ardour to the fediqgs, and &e betters at 
a rowing match could not haw ^tnuMceexdlte- 
ment'jid; tfaeonaniBavres of Iheir favourite ^wher- 
li^ than «lid the different crews tx die luck of 
their appropriate vessels. It w«% imfeed, te^ 
quirite that they should be ammaited' by'-some 
strong stimulos, for llie Ueaicness of the 4nr grew 
teiiUe towards 4i^ght, and increased to atiighet 
pitdnof intenfflty tfaani hadiiidMttoexpecienoed^ 
fo addition toihe pcoefs I have already men- 
titBiad of the irigoirific poa^er «f ^die aar^ Rising 
tfaaae nnets of the frost, i wm add, that the 
enemy now ibUowed ^me into a;^y ^siesest^retrest. 
Ifybsd cabin, ^dthoogb defended with a door, 
wluch fldhwt me up as if inclosed in 'a 4diest, 
eould (not keep^ut >tfae penetratmg lafluenoe 4if 
the Gnenland deodon. Butto fed co3din bed. 



that centre of indulgence and ease, was to an 
Englidnnan a breach not to be eQdiu*ed of his 
adf-appiopdated privilege of comfort, and ac* 
eordingly I fortified my citadel of tepose with a 
canvas curtaut on the outside of the slide, |o 
that no hostile bceaths of air should intrude 
themselves through the crevices and chinks; and 
then, to retain my natural caloric as completely 
round me as I could, I laid over the CQunterpane 
of woollen, which covered my other bed-clothes, 
four folds of thick canvas, of size sufficient to 
envelop me entirely. 

These precautions had the deshred effi?et of 
preventing my suffering from the severity of the 
weather, but so bitterly keen was the frost, 
during the mght of the twelfth, that I found, 
when I awoke in the vnorning, the quadrupled 
canvas fi^oaen stiff where it covered my fcioe, 
and had imbibed the moisture of my breathy 
This daring attack made me anxious to know 
the state of a thermometer at the period, and I 
obtained information, from a visitor from one of 
the ships in company, that Fahrenheit, upon 
deck, was three degrees and a half below zero, 
bang thirty-three degrees and a half below the 
freezing point. Now, when it is considered that 
die tanperature sometimes descends at the mast 
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head^ to eight degrees beloV zero, itina^^bd 
conjectured what a pleasant occupation must be 
that of looking out foi: two bouHs over the iceu 
stieWn ocean, with a Btiff breeze'' constiaindy 
applying the cold more aeyerely to the counter 
sapce. ' Yet I saw the captain, mates, and har- 
pooners^ r^ularlyv and even cheetfnlly, take 
tfceir turns at this desperate employment, and I 
have known Mr. Shaftbn remain a: whole watch; 
or fi)ur hours, in the crow's nest, during a most 
intolerable gale. : . « , . « 

A heavy fall of snow, in the ev^ing, renda!^ 
our. watch towers of little use, for the eye could 
not distinguish a ship's length distance from the' 
deck. This obliged us and bur companions ta 
lie too, sailing at this time bting dangerous 
among heavy ice, and it afforded us an opportu^ 
nity tat a merry meeting of the different cap^ 
tiuns, on bdard the Leviathan, whither' they 
werelnvited by our commander. Could Hogarth 
haveocbupied my bed) while this pairty enjoyed 
their merriment in the cabiiij he Inight have ^ 
enridied his sketch-book with a variety of cos^ 
tumes and \ disguises, more grotesque jbloA 
liuighable than even his imagination coiild- have 
supplied. . Every man in ^ the ccnintry'^ arrays 
hunself in such accumulation of dress as he l^ls 
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reqvisite^ to withstand the effects of wind and 
wieather, and the results produced by this neces^ 
sity are b& humorous as varied. Slendar men 
$wdl out to a size of limb and body, to which 
gout and dropsy would never have increased 
their dimensions ; and those whose proportions 
seemed to emulate those of the animals of these 
nsgions, now appear, when attired in fur and 
flannel, the greatest monsters of the seas. 

But the ornamental portions, or ^ outrig- 
gings,^ of their habiliments presented the most 
ludicrous appearance to a landsman. The chief 
paf t selected for the display of this burlesque 
taste was the head, and the variety of wigs, and 
caps, and comforters, around and upon this 
stronghold of the senses, was enough to make a 
superficial observer conclude, that the senses 
themselves had been driven from their keep, or 
were too closely imprisoned to know the insane 
appearance of its exterior. 

. The sailors^ however, exceeded their supe- 
riors in the incongruousness of their dresses, for 
their ibeans did not allow them to make use of 
mfiterisih so costly, and they supplied their 
wants from the skins of bears and seals, to the 
utter banishment of all rule and precedent in 
the fashions of civilized life. To see a boat's 

a 3 
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inew'txf theseianqucfAdwc, ofie sn^b^'f^^ 
Aem ajR&red fmn Cvtuecfs iaiaiaAy in ttbe tlivery 
iof their liege lord;' and, oerminly, no canoe 
full of faarbarians, wdtiether ftom the^jiortb or 
•Mditli^ would (preafint a more bnribaric outfit - 

It iinay readily be euppos^, i^t the pros- 

; y o t s of ^Jbe fiahery were the £i»t rndgects dis- 

eiMsed iM tins emembly of ma Jdngs^ aad loag 

and dolofttl were the alateineots and comment- 

-40168 thereupon ddiv^sed; but after each one 

bad got lid of hk biscdien of jo^ijdaints and 

gaevances, Aey di set to wevk to difitnbute 

jomuKAtAon and eneoiiragesnent with liberal 

tiQDgues, andyMJthe wineand.grog ex&UAiik&x 

: subtle ioflumce to second th^ endeairours^ it is 

•nKGiidbrfiil bow brightly the max pf hope bidrst 

.out from the cilouds of gloom that had obfleured 

it, and lit up smiles of gaiety and qonfidenoe 

up&BL tbeir former (Qsappointed countenances. 

The conversation now took that historical 

inm, which makes the society of ;Seamen agree- 

*abk, wad , maaoj cuiieus anecdotes fell from the 

: lips of our guests. To me this was a fimd of 

.amtiscm^it and employment, fot my pencil and 

my note-book were ever ready to receive the 

> details of seaJife and adventure ; and the remarks 

and refleetioas of .marmersy on the mamtersand 

enjoyments of us ^ land lubbers/ were highly 
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divertmg to an idler. The seyerity of the 
weather was, of course, a subject of general ob* 
servation, and led to many reminiseences — the 
Mowing is remarkable. 

*^ I met at Billy Pitman^ one day," said 

Captain B , <^ with an old Crreenlandman, 

who had sailed in the Nancy ; at least he told 
me so; and when I observed she was reported 
to haye been lost, with all her crew, he replied, 
tiiat all but himself had certainly perished. 
They were frozen up at the latter end of the 
season, he said, from having staid too late 
among the ice, and they saw the daylight disap^ 
pear, and the long northern winter darken 
around them, with feelings of the utmost horror. 
He was one of the boat-steerers at that time, 
though he had been a harpooner two years be- 
fore, on board the same ship ; but he was never 
lucky in her, nor was any one else, he said. 
This was the third time of their being beset in 
that year^ and they had been twice before on 
short allowance; but now they feared they 
should have no allowance at all, for they had 
provisions for no more than two months, and it 
was only September when they got fastened in." 

^^ And what the devil did they do for pro- 
vender all the rest of the year ?'' said one. 



n 
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. " Why,"" replied Captain B-^-, << they had 
r0cx>urse to the blubber, of two whales, which 
they had previously taken ; <biit their fiiel soon 
becUuoe exhausted, and .the ocdki beoBine so in**^ 
tdsrdble that many of them perished. One by 
omthey dropped off from starvalion, and disease 
added to the. severity, of the frost, for many 
eotdd not lire upon the whale's fat, and those 
wbordid.scarccfy retained sufficient warmth to 
oounteract the effects of the air. However, 
when they found themselves inextricably in- 
dosed in a vast field of ice, without hopes of it 
faaceaking up till the spring, they had sufficient 
resolution to take in all the rig^ng, and fasten 
dawn the hatches with tarpaulins^ and additional 
covers o£ ]:danks, to keep out as much cold as 
possible ; and at this precaution they afterwards 
had sufficient reason to rejoice, for they heard 
man^ bears pass over the vessel during- the time 
of'darkness^ when they were too feeble and cold 
to have resisted an attack. 

<S I had but little time to spare when I. meC 
with this old tar,'' continued Captain B-— , 
^^ so.that I was not able to hear all the particulars 
of' his imprisonment,' and ly therefore, inquired 
how he alone came to survive of all hia com* 
rades. He answered, that, after passing as 
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much time in this way as they computed to have 
brought them to the spring, they began to think 
of breaking open their hatches ; and this they were 
induced more readily to do, because they could 
feel the ship float differently from what she had 
done. They, accordingly, with much exertion, 
so low were they reduced, contrived to get upon 
deck, and to their inexpressible joy found the 
ice parting around them. They could not yet 
see the sun, but there was light enough to 
enable them to look out to some distance ; and 
one, who managed to get a little way up the 
shrouds, could discover clear water a great way 
off. 

^ " These circumstances served to invigorate 
their minds, and with their hopes their sti-ength 
of body increased. Returning mildness of 
weather, likewise, permitted them to stir about, 
and to have the benefits of exercise ; but out of 
forty-eight, who were alive when the ship was 
beset, only ' twenty-one survived to see the 
breaking up of the ice. 

** Many of those who still lived were not able 
to move, their limbs being stiffened and swollen, 
and' their fingers and toes having rotted off, and, 
as SOCHI as those who were uninjured had ac- 
quired sufficient power, they had to perform the 



184 TALSi JUFT A^ TarAaEx, 

mALntholy Uak at oomsitttiiig twentp-aeven^of 
tlie ))odie» of their tx)iiqMuuons,. whioh h^dxv* 
main^d all the wiat€r ftfusen stiff in their beds, 
te %he bosom <of the deep* 

^ After this duty wfw performed, finding the ssa 
quite dear before Iheoi, they got up a foresail-and 
gib, and bore «waj to the southwaod, and by de- 
gf^esnianagedtogetoutthe lYholeof thecouneK 
There were about twelve of them> able to work 
the ship pretty fidrly «t thk time, and these 
bad become so used to the blubber that they 
ate it With rdish ; the rest contimied sickly, and 
in bed. 

<< By means of a fairish wind, and the current, 
they contrived to get as fiir to the southward 
as the NoiUi Cope, neav which they foond 
Aerasehes, and resolved to try to obtain pn>- 
TisioBS «t the ^tory there; but this prored 
their ruin, for while they were beating about 
in hopes « boat would be sent out to see who 
they were, and why they made signals of dis- 
tress, a stiff gale rose from the north* w^st, and 
drove them on the rocks. Here tbieir vessel 
was beaten to pieces, and, as die poor fdiows 
were too weak to save themselves, all perished, 
except my informant, and another, who got 
ashore on a cask. Howev«*, the other seaman 
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died after lying a week at the factory, when be 
got there; for the ship had Jiot be^i wrecked 
near it, and it was two days before they were 
discorered by the down-gatherers; and the old 
boy, with whom. I fell ia, did not find hia way 
home &r another year." 

" I should like to know whether that t^ 

may be relied on,'^ obsarved Captain Shafton ; 

^nd the others made similar remarks, tending 

lo ahew thdr want of confidence in its autben- 

ti«ty^ 

^^ I cannot youch for its trutb,'^ answered 
Captain B , ^ but there was much consist- 
ency in the narrator's manner, and I could 
only aeqvdesce in his statement, for I had no 
jgraunds on which to disprove his assertions.'^ 

^^ I do not see any good reason for doubting 
suoh a tale as this, because it is^new to us, and 
depends on the unauthenticated word of an old 
sailor,^* said Captain M- ■, a shrewd and 
intelligent man. ^^ I have heard,"^ continued he, 
. <^ during my seafaring life, of numerous ex- 
traordinary adventures, most of which would 
look like rom^tic fictions if told in general 
society, but which, to those accustomed to the 
continual vicissitudes of marine enterprize, ap- 
pear matters of course, and scarcely worth re- 
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F^^^^tiBg* i Besides, the fortuoes . of a commoEi . 
80flimn have little chaiioe of being made pub** 
lie, be they ever so strange and remarkable j. 
for,. if. he should return to his native countxy^ 
he geneirally comes back needy and distressed, ^ 
and finds himself compelled to go to sea againi. 
as soon as possible, in order to obtain a liveli-^, 
hood; or should he get home with money in- 
his possession, he only thinks of spending k, 
as rapidly as possible, without caring who heans 
of his hair-breadth escapes and fearful perils. 
Among the wanderers over the face of thi» 
ocean, there are but few who are able to put 
the dangers they have encountered into a oon- . 
dition to meet the eye of the world, and many 
of the most desperate adventurers never think 
of detailing their past hardships, except to 
thdr immediate companions, over a glass of 
grog.'' 

^^ I am entirely^ of your opinion,^' said I5 
fofi having noticed the character of the as*-., 
S0^1y, I had turned out to join in. the con^* 
versation ; ^^ and it has always been sl source of . 
d^ght to me^ to fasten upon an old maiinBr« 
By means of questioning and cross-quesiion'i^. 
ing, one may manage to fish up, from the dqpcbs'. ^, 
of ibis memory, many incidents^ highly entefr . 
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thkdngf if not instructive; but I have always 
wondered at the seeming reluctance with which 
they part with their anecdotes.^^ 
' ** There may be two reasons for that reserve,'* 

replied Captain M . ** Sailors, in general, 

are conscious of behaving with great thought- 
lessness, and are, therefore, averse to expose 
themselves to the animadversions of landsmen, 
whom they consider as crafty long-headed fel- 
lows, ready to laugh at their imprudences ; and, 
not being aware that the hazards and uncom- 
mon events of their lives are worthy the notice 
of strangers, they withhold them, through fear 
of recounting what may seem trifles to the 
listener." 

** Why, now,'* cried another of the party, 

" Captain M , we can think fit to doubt 

the survival of one of the Nancy's crew, be- 
cause we have just heard of it, so long after 
his return to England, but who will ever know 
the adventures of the poor fellows left last year 
on the Eastland, supposing any of them should 
live through the winter ?'' 

** Scarcely any body has heard of their 
being abandoned on that coast," said Captain 
Shafton; ^^ and they may get back, or perish, 
without a welcome or a sigh, beyond the nar- 
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tern flpheve o£ tkisir relotioiig, at at most -of a 
ipiibfic-hottse audiance.** 

'^ I doubt whether thej 'will even i*each the 
digmly of being wondered at in « tap^room,^ 
4ttiidagiiest, ^ibr ifthey escape it wjll probably 
be only to reltim 'to their farmer occopation.'^ 

*< Who are the penona of whom you are 
4q>eakmg?'' eaid L 

« They are three men and a bey, belonging^o 
<the estaUiibmeilt at the North Cape/' ttisweiBd 
<?aptain M*— — . ^* Last year, the doep of the 
fiwtory was in these -seas, and not being siAe^ to 
get enough in with the land, from tiie quaati^ 
of ioe whidi Jay along shove, the mate, with tw^ 
men and a boy, set off in aboat, to collect 4owii, 
seaJMirae teeth, white foxes, and whatever dae 
they cocdd oatch. Thinking th^ might be AU 
to pass in safety through the narrow lanes 
tween the foes, they took with them 
imled prroviflioBs, biseuiis, and meal, and psok 
iniaed to return to their Tesael ata^eertaan4ame; 
'l)nt, thim^ ^e waited three week .longed tbm 
the stated period, they did not eome faaek, and 
the winter settmg in, she was fmeed ^to-ahandon 
them.*** 

^ Ha^ n^ steps be«i taken to discoi^er tbem 
4his luring ?^ xnquki^ WMaga. 



THE VOYAGE. 189 

^^ Why no, doctor ; not that I bare heard 
of,*" returned Captain M ^^ It is a great 

chance if they ever reached the land ; for there 
were many hazards to run in passing throu^ 
the ioe. They may have been nipped between 
two floes, or frozen in with young ioe, growing 
gradually thicker, or upset by acddent. But 
should they have been frozen in close to the 
^ore, there was but slight probability of their 
Uviog throu^ a winter, without shelter, or pro* 
vision, or dothing.^ 

^^ Yet," said I, *^ they might have had tb« 
same good fortune as Alexis Himkoff and his 
companions, who were left on this same land, in 
a somewhat similar manner.^ 

^ Sudi luck is hardly probable,'^ observed 
Captain W ** There are not now those 

buildings erected for boiling oil on the land^ 
fAuch the early Dutch fishermen used to con* 
atruot It was llien the custom to have a ren^i 
dezvous agreed upon, where they met to boil 
their blubber, and from whence they afterwards 
departed in company. To these known places 
shipwrecked mariners might then make their 
wi^, vrith some hope of finding either a vessel 
to carry them off, or a shed to protect them from 
the inclemency of the weather; but now the 
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fishery is diflSerendy conducted, and few if any^ 
persons ever visit the Eastland.^ . ^ 

' ** I have heard,** said Captain B-— , ** that 
the Biissians leave a party of huntsmen every 
winter on Spitzbergen, to kill deer, bears,' and 
foxes ; and if so, these poor fellows have had a 
diance of falling in with them.^ 

"We, perhaps, have passed the very spot on- 
which they may still be living in hopes of de- 
liverance," said I, deeply interested in the fate 
(3i these unfortunate individuals; *' and they 
may have seen us go by, in all the bitterness of 
despair/** 

*^ Very true,'* said* Captain Shafton ; **. but 
we, commanders of other men^s ships, would not 
be juiftifiedin spending our owner^s time and 
property in endeavouring to discover them; 
Certainly, if I had known where to look for 
them, I should have been tempted to have .made 
a trial ; but, as I am unacquainted with the 
part of the coast where they landed, I might 
have sought long in vain.^ . 

^^ Their's is a desperate case indeed,'* said I,^ 
^^ which nothing but the want of prudence 
common to sailors could have brought them 
into.*' 

<< Our imprudence, howeva*, sometimes turns 
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to a better account^'^ observed Captain M— -. 
^^ Most people have heard of a sailor who took 
a fort in a drunken frolic, while his superiors 
were devising the means of capturing it by a 
regular attack ; and, during the late war, my 
brother, who was in the service, was witness to a 
still more rash action. 

*^ The ship in which he sailed sent her boats 
to storm a battery, on the coast of Naples, 
They were to make the assault at a certain hour 
in the night, and, having got ashore privately 
in the dusk, they came down to it slowly, as the 
darkness increased. This dilatory way of pro- 
ceeding, however, did not please one of the 
crew, called Hooper, — a barber, and a madcap 
of a fellow, who was considered by his messmates 
as a little crazed. He accordingly stole away 
from his party, and advanced beneath the wall 
of the fort by himself. Here, after some exa- 
mination, he found the outlet of a privy, in a 
ditch running round the fortification, and, 
without any fears or scruples, he introduced 
himgelf into the cavity, and crept quietly up the 
funnel, like a sweep up a chimney. 

" The fort was full of soldiers, but directly he 
had emerged from his obscurity, he rushed out 
of the round-bouse, waving his cutlass, and 
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abouting with-all Mb might; aiad the fellows, 
piiQie-sttuok at the idea that a whole host was^ 
upon them, hurried out through the gate o{ the 
fort, without staying to look behind them* 
Hooper kept bawling out *^ England for ever,:' 
till the rest of the crew, hearing the Voice of one 
of their number from the battery, hastened to 
it» supplied their ladders, and mounted to find 
their mad shipmate in complete possessicai. My 
brotlier WW one of the party, and I have no 
doubt of the truth of the story/' 

^' It certainly requires good authority to make 
audi an anecdote pass unsuspected,^' said our 
captain ; <^ but there are several stories on re- 
cord of the fortunate encounter of daring foUy. 
with exeessive timidity.'' 

" I know of one, not put down in any of your 

books,"' sakA Captain B ; " and though it 

may seem like boasting to speak of one's own 
exploits, I will venture to incur the charge of 
vanity to tell it you. 

^< Before I became master of a Gre^siland 
ship, I used to make a winter's voyage as mate 
of a collier, after returning from the whale 
fishery ; and, during one of these trips, we spoke 
a fishing smack, which told us that a French 
privateer had been seen in the offing all the day. 
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Now, as it was the fiishion in the war time to 
inake all stmnge veesels into French privateers, 
we did not place complete faith in this report ; 
and, besides, we were more than half way on our 
voyage, and neither wished to put back nor to 
run in shore. Accordingly, in that foolish state 
of hesitation to adopt any active measure, into 
which men unaccustomed to any interruption in 
their daily pursuits usually fall, we continued 
our course, and deliberated how to keep free 
from the danger till nightfall, and then, while 
die last gleam of twilight faded away in the 
sky, we fancied we could perceive a sail making 
in towards us. 

^* This glimpse of the enemy, for now we were 
convinced by fear that she was an enemy, threw 
us into violent consternation. We were but five 
men and a boy, besides the master'^s sister, who 
was a passenger from Shields, with her baby : 
and, out of the five men, there were only two 
that were able-bodied. The master himself was 
stout enough in person, but his courage was not 
very great; besides which, ever since we had 
learnt from the fishing boat of the chance of 
falling in with an enemy, he had applied himself 
for advice to a two gallon bottle of whiskey, 
which we were brining up with us for an old 
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d^me^ and by the time it was dark, he was only 
fit to lie and jabber nonsense in his hammock. 
One of the skulks hid himself away, as soon as 
we had agreed that the vessel looked very much 
like a privateer, and we found him, two days 
afterwards, rolled up in a piece of old sail, and 
buried beneath the coals in the hold ; and old 
Wadgell, the cook, was no more of a man than 
a toasted red herring; so that there were only 
Mike Crawley, a long-backed keelman, and the 
boy and myself, who dared walk the deck. 

^^ I was young then, and not fond of the idea 
of being taken without a blow ; so I persuaded 
Mike and the boy to lend me a hand in loading 
a six pound carronade, that had lain neglected 
about the ship for many years; and, thinking 
that we who worked the gun had as good right 
to Goodwife Kerkham'^s liquor as our master 
who sneaked abed, I served out a bumper to all 
hands, — being three of us ; and we then lugged 
the old piece of ordnance to the gangway, out 
of which we pointed it, raising it on blocks and 
handspikes, for it had no carriage. . 

^^ I next fell to work to load this redoubtable 
catrabn, and I assure you I did not spare my 
powder ; after which I sjtuffed it to the muzzle, 
with all the pieces oi iron wd lead I could^find ; 
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for, ^s we had but on^ gun, I thought it bei^t to 
fnake it carry as much as I could. My greatest 
perplexity was in finding missiles fit to serve for 
cannop bullets, and my collection was no better 
than my gun deserved. I relied chiefly on t, 
3bort crowbar, which I put in as we place a 
iiarpbon in a gun, with its point sticking out at 
the mouth ; besides which, I forced down a piece 
of chain, the cock of a beer barrel, a large pad- 
lock, several great spike-nails, the iron head of a 
i)0!at-hook. a leaden inkstand beaten up into a 
round figure, and a sounding lead cut into three 
portions." 

^ ** How the devil did you get such a heap of 
things intoyour gun at once ?'' said Captain \V — . 

^M got more than I have yet told you,'** 

replied Captain B ; " for I put the thick 

bottom of a round case-bottle in first, as a 
€ort of rest for the end of the crowbar to lodge 
-against, because it wanted somethiag of the 
kind to receive the shock of the explosion, and 
communicate the impulse to the bar, which, I 
feared, was too thin to gain much way without 
5uch a contrivance." 

" Very good V cried Captain M ; " and 

did your bar fly ofi* well, B 1 ?'' 

»". I should be sorry to have to swear that/' 

VjOJj, IL H 
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said Captain B ^ *' All I know^k, tfai£^ luft 
long after I had finidbed my caxmen^oadiDg^ asid 
-wUie I was serving , out another blkmanee of 
Glenlivet to my men, I- beaid ibn^ breaking of 
waves against a ship's bows, and the^realdngof 
a yard against a mast. * By blazcsvi^^s xspatt 
us !^ exclaimed long Mike, who was 'an Irkikr 
man, though he had w(H*ked at Shidids in tb^ 
coal trade for some years, ^< and she manea to 
rin us down, sure,' added he. 

" I thought so, too, for the vessel, whatever k 
was^ came right on our starboard bow; but if 
she hoped to sink us that way^ she was mistaken:, 
for she was of much less weight than our own 
ship, which was laden, though not hdavilyv 
with coals, and in very good condition bend^i^ • 

^^ Be her intention what it might, she did- ndt 
pursue it,^ for by the time I had got tx> ib^ 
roughtrees to look out at her, she threw -her' 
yards aback) and stopped her way; font > she 
could not dor this so suddenly but what 4ib 
almost fell aboard of us, as she was dropping 
astern. I saw it would be so^ and bade Mike 
run for the match; for though it wad^toodAirk 
for me to distinguish to what countiyshe be- 
longed, I had a mind to be ready to fire ui a 
moment, if she turn^ out to be an enemy, and 
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oifiered to board us. I could now see her decks 
crowded with men, as she neared us, and I knew 
she was a ship of war by her make, but I was 
nbt certain she was not English. Still I had so 
stiong a belief she was French, that I shouted 
out furiously * keep off there, or Til sink you ! 
-^Go clear, or by I'll scuttle you !' 

** In answer to this, a voice cried out, ^ At^ 
tendez, foutres ! attendez, coquins ! ou vous 
allez perir !* while another, in broken English, 
ordered me to bring to ; and I could perceive, 
by looking closely, two or three fellows stand- 
ing on the shrouds, ready to throw grapnels 
into our rigging, as soon as their lugger came 
alcHigside, for it was plain we should almost 
graze each other as we passed. I had worked 
up my ima^nation so far with loading the car- 
ronade, and with the mountain dew of llother 
Ejrkham, that I never reflected on the rash 
act I was about to commit, but instantly bawled 
out, ^ Mike! Mike 1 bear a handf and Mike, 
Kke a true Irishman, came bustling out of the 
galley, not with a lighted stick dipped in oil, 
that: I had provided hastily for the occasion, but 
with a huge red-hot poker, gleaming like a 
stream. of lightning^^' 

*^ * Noo, my^ dearUng !' cried he, * just shoo 

H 2 
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toe where I'm to touch th^ old deviPs godtf 

to tnake her catch fire, and by blazes ye'II see 

^very frog of 'em tumble into ihe sae like bal* 

last.' 

^ *^ * Give me your poker, Mike^ said I, 'I'll 

do it in a twinkling ; ^twould be too late before 

you could learn the way.' 

** *Ah now, Maister B— -1,' exclaimed Mike, 
* I see you want to get all the credit of send* 
ing the rascals to the devil ;** but while he was 
jtnaking this remonstrance, I took hold of the 
flowing instrument, and clapping it to the 
^ouch-hole of my gun off it went as if all hell 
had broken loose from its bowels. 

"At the moment of the explosion the French- 
man's quarter was abreast of our waist, and all 
•the charge must have fallen upon her deck, for 
she seemed, as it were, under the very muzzle 
of the gun; but what mischief it really per^ 
formed I do not know, for the lugger went 
astern in two moments afterwards, so close to us 
that her bowsprit came foul of our rudder. 
Ours was a high-decked brig, even when laded, 
And. a lugger, you know, lies close Upon the 



water." 



(( 



Did they say nothing to this compliment 
fi£ yours ?" asked Captain M- 
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*^ They gave a loud screaming shout, just 

after the report of the piece,*' replied B 1, 

*' and when I found no grapnels were thrown 
on board, as 1 had reason to suppose there 
would be, I ran aft to look what became of 
them. Dark as it was, T could perceive great 
confusion on their decks, and I could hear thein 
calling to each other for assistance. I could 
readily comprehend what they said, as I had 
been carried prisoner into Cherbourg, three 
years before, where I was confined in a com-* 
mon gaol for six months, during which time 
I learnt the language from the gaol-birds of the 
country." 

" The lugger made no chase after you, then ?'* 

said Captain W , 

- "No," answered the other: " we heard her 
put about, and no doubt she took us to be d 
letter of marque, when she could see hy the 
flash of the gun our painted siiles and port-^ 
holes ; for our vessel had been a privateer iii 
her younger days, and we still kept up the out- 
side of a ship of war, on purpose to deceive." ' 
' " But they might have seen you hai ho nien 
aboard,'^ said Captain Shafton 

" They could not see any, certainly,'' re- 
iumed^B-^i^— 1 ; *^ but they might suppose therfi 



\ 
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mtentionally concealed; and» indeed} I heiUrcl 
^Y^x$l of them exclaim, ^ ses honuBeft sont tous 
cachAes.*'' 

The discussion of Caplaia B ■ * 8 adven- 
ture faroitght forward the relatioif of serefal 
moieof a similar kind, to which some of our 
party had been witnesses^ or wfaidi- they had 
received from their companions^ who had been 
wgsft^'U^ them; but, as I have given a sped- 
men of them, I shall not now Isrouble, (or gtiu 
tify) the reader with the repetition of them. 

At length the subject of convefrsatioii, the 
materials tor spinning yam, as my frioads might 
have termed it, seemed exhausted, and many 
cf the guests began to revert to the doleful 
tiieme of the fishery, a matter ever discussisd 
in the most funebral tones by Gre^iland cap- 
tains. Our worthy commander was, howener^ 
not much inclined to encourage the moun^il 
presages of his compeers ; and I observed tiiat, 
whenever they betook themselves to thdr g}ocQiy 
augivies, he attempted to ehaage^the^convena^ 
uon. 

*^ Catc^hiiig whales is not now what it used ^ 
be," said one of the visitors, shaking his heid, 
while he knocked the ashes out of his pip^: 
<< we cannot dr<^ our anchors in ^tey^.a^d 
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Mad out our boats to take as many fish as will 
6U our ^ips, without changing our station, as 
our forefathers were used to do/' 
" ** I have some doubts th«^ our forefathers 
were so fdrtunate,^^ replied Captain Shafton. 
*^ They were more afraid of running in among 
the ice to seek for whales, and, therefore, they 
were content with what they could find along 
the shore; but I see no reason why the fish 
^lotiild have changed their habits, or why they 
should have deserted the coast, if it was their 
custom to Harbour near it." 
• ^* The cause seems pretty evident to me,^ re- 
lied C^tain L . " These said ancestors of 

OUTB made such havoc amongst them, and an- 
noyed . them so sorely, that they quitted their 
imcidnt haunts, and betook themselves to the 
open sea, cmt rather to the ice-bound sea, to 
ovoid t^^ persecutors.'^ 

^ "By that rule, then,** said Shafton, ** we 
i^ali^jdrive them back to their bays and fiords 
4igam, i^fice we spare them no more than 
those who first dislodged them ; but I think it 
Would be better ta ascribe their change of situa- 
tion to didSdency of food near the land, than to 
fyx ci the harpoon, for I imagine whales have 
veryjittk foresight.'* 
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That is d ^ery €ftir eoli)ecttir«^^' tried ^C«p^ 
tain B' ^ " ' ^ >* yety be tbe fieasoa. Wikt'i^lnay^ 
you must allo^w v^ cannot boast of oUt ftiik^hipe^ 
^ikl <Hir Vnort ^yages^^ hb oiii*- griu^faithem' 
cetild. Who ever dreams now ol being" ilblig^ 
to i^l his boats ^kh blub1$eii^ for trtiril 0f iomtir 
below to stow it away^ dr f<* lackof 4^Kks*l0i 
fetow it in?'"* » ' ^ i •• 

" It is of no use to dream of 8ii€b«tbhij(a| 
" g ■ ■ y ^ replied our oommahder^^ **andfoi«'niy' 
*part» I do nol bdieve them; bilk since 'yo«i 
seesa to give sueh credit to llie tales ot f&at aim^ 
testorS) I win get our sick firi^^ifd faei^ to> tr€«^ ^ 
you With a story of his grandfather, which kB$\ 
been due to us for a loftg time. W^^htd^rnn 
some two ot three knots of it, N¥h^n ati^unvrieldj^^ 
wave gave' us such- a broadside, ^ knocked Hi' 
tmt.of our headis from that time to this;*'' /^ ' 

'^ I do not know that! sbali evev irdomrerdt^ ^ 
rried I> ^< so fiirioils was the assaull nt tfaat^ 
Mk>w ; and I thi&k I cnigh^ to bo hdki 'excused 
frexii Tdttting" it, in 4cnisequeiio^of'tiief»miisli&.^ 
inent 1 received on thid; occastom^ i ^ * i : ? ' 
-' «^ What punishment, forsook fV* ^ei^^mneili 
'Shipley. "Do you call drinking hot grog, ^nd'' 
sin^ng sohgs^ and laughing and roaring Ull yoiii 
awoke all hands from their sleep, piuiishment ?^ 
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^ No cxcuseB," cried the captain. " I have 
you fast by your promise, for the account of 
your grsndfather^s life and adventures; and, 
unless you forthwith declare them, I shall be- 
lieve him to have been hanged at Tyburn for 
sheep-5itealing, or some such prelude to the gal- 
lows. So clear your throat, man, and begin.'" 

<< Rather than you should think so hardly 
of my progenitor," answered I, ** I will recount 
the occurrence I undertook to relate ; but^ as I 
said before, I must give you a slight sketch of 
tlie education and manners of my grandfather, 
that you may the more readily comprehend bow 
be got into the scrape.^ 

^ By all means, let us have his birth, parent- 
age, and education, life, death, and conversa- 
tion,^ cried Captain L— ; ** and do you try 
to tire us with the length of the story, for we 
have been so long living in idleness that we 
want new to be wearied by something else.*^ 

'^ Then I will fit you with such a discipline 
for your ears, as ^hall make you cry mercy be- 
fore I have half entered upon my tale. I will 
take eare you shall never want another of my 
stories." 
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^ In order to introduce my grandfather fairly 
to your notice, it is proper that I should b^n 
by giving you a slight account of Bis father, 
through whose capricehis education was so inuch 
neglected, or misconducted, that he acquired 
habits and modes of thinking very difierent bom 
those of his contemporaries* 

** My great-grandfather was what is tedmicaliy 
called a country squire, or rather, to adopt' the 
words of the historian of the county in which his 
estates were situated, ' He was a gentleman of 
ancient descent, celebrated for the uprightness 
and impartiality with which he administered 
justice, and pre«eminent for his stud and kennel) 
< — that is to say, be was a rich landholder*^ a 
justice of the peace, and a mighty hunter.' Hii^ 
tory has recorded no more of his qualificaticms ; 
but the tradition of the family is, that he had 
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been a * blood^ in his youth, and I need not 
obsenre, that the bloods of that period indulged 
themselves in frolics which, in these more sober 
times, might terminate on a scaffold. 

*^ Afiter having been initiated into all the mys- 
teries o{ bloodism, and gone through the whole 
circle of the sciences then studied by that illus- 
trious fraternity, my great-grandfather thought 
himself qualified to take upon himself the ma^ 
nagement of his estate, and the administration of 
justice. 

^^ He had, indeed, seen much that might have 
taught him the value of money ; and, perhaps, 
more from which he could learn the utility of 
enforcing the criminal law. When his father 
refused to pay his enormous bills, he had often 
be»i obliged to shelter himself in the Mint, or 
within the verge of court, then privileged places 
for debtors ; and, although he was sure of ulti- 
mately €8caping himself, he could not but have 
notice^ the misery of others, who had no such 
hopes; and he had often, in the course of his 
advMitures, pinked waiters, knocked dowti 
watriimen, kicked sharpers, and taken bullies 
by the nose, and disturbed in every possible 
manner the peace of Covent Garden. 

**« The event, however, which most powerfully 
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«i^a him to qnk :f^6 mettsopoliir, aM' fhn9 
leMch he certainly gained his greatest ^jcp^rieim 
in the laws of the land^ was being trfed at tbi? 
Old Bailey, together with 'iSr Mark Cde and 
others, for rbt and assault It seems they all 
hekngedy or ii^re imagined to bc)k«g,'ta that 
&nmdable association still known by thtf tide of 
^ The MohocS)' and the crime with wlneh they 
weije specifically cbarged, wasassauking a Watch^ 
loaan with swords and jblttdgecxis. The existence 
of the society, of which they were said to form ^ 
part, has been denied by some, and by others it 
has been mi^nified- into a con^iraey, ccHiducted 
on^pinciples whieli MachiaveUi or Kra faoko 
thmnselyes could hardly have defended. The 
trifth, hoVerer, seems to be,* that,, wfaetbet the 
Mcduxs were an organized body or not, a num^ 
hw of riotous young men, under pnetence lof 
.being Mohocs> were in the habit of amnsiiig 
tiiem^felyes by the most unjustifiable .attacks on 
Ijhe persons of their peaceful fellow-citi2ep&. 

^^ My great-grandffitha:, indeed, and all his 
eappfpanions, disclaimed all connection wHh this 
.formidable combination, and the h^hNcenstaUe 
of the division therein the; aasault was. com- 
mitted even came, forward^ aBd:^nKii3e .dut the 
dirfendants were acting under his odie^, and 
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endeavouiing to preserve the peace ag^nat thos^ 
very JVfohocs with whom they were now accused 
of being allied. But the jury, who could no| 
^mprehend how the peace was to be preserved 
by attempUng to nail a watchman into his box, 
or by. assaulting him with swords and sticks, 
would hot listen to the evidence of the high- 
eoostable; and the defendants were all found 
guilty, yet their crime was at that time consi- 
dered as a matter of so little importance, that 
diey were merely sentenced to pay a trifling 
fine. 

^^ Although this punishment was so slight, it 
se^ns to have had an effect upon my greajt>- 
grandfather, and either resolving never more 
to risk the verdict of a Middlesex jury, or sup- 
posing himself sufficiently adorned with useftil 
and ornamental accomplishments, he quitted 
London, and took possession of his pnoperty in 
the country, where he passed the remainder of 
his days. 

** As is not unfrequently the case with 
men who have spent their youth in the disd- 
pc^ons of the metropolis, my great-grandfather 
was no sooner settled at his seat than he married 
the daughter of a neighbouring gentleman) who 
bad never been in London^ and whose mannei^ 
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aSid opinions differed as xnudi fioiii those 4d. 
Ae fashionable <biinsels of the age^^as thevo^i^ 
loaie <of her fresh and healthy complexbii^diil 
from their haggard mid painted countenaiio«i^ 
These two persons, so differently formed, agieecl 
esBoeedingly well; for they, as it wece, nen*^ 
ttaliaed each other. ' My great-grandfalha:^a 
rdekfaness hecame softened, i and hk wife's rua* 
ticity became pohshed by thek intmx»B»e$ 
but^ strange to tell, my grandfather, their only 
son, instead of being, as usual, a bond of hiqp^ 
piness between his parents, was the cause of the 
only uneasiness they ever fdt. 

^^ My great-^andfather was extremely pvoiid 
of the antiquity of his family, and of the 
honours of his ancestors. ^ These honours^ m^ 
deed, he measured by a scale of his own; fer, 
though some of his forefathers had really been 
distinguished military and political characters^ 
he valued them not on these aeoounts: he^bad 
discovered that they had all been large, tall, 
and square-built men— hard £^ters>— «id bard 
drinkers — ^and hard swearers. It was fcft -tttts 
last qualification that he admired them most; 
and he fdlt infinitely more proud that one ^ 
them- had sworn at King. Edward the. ThM) 
than that he had accompanied that monareh 
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in his campaigns in France. He had deter* 
adned that the family honour should not be 
rtjnimiahed while he was the representatiye 
He had fought severai duels in his youth, and 
bwi, therefore, as he imagined, performed his 
duty in that particular. In the virtue of hard 
drinkii^ 'he seemed to become more eminent 
as he advanced in years, and in the great attaiur 
ment of hard swearing he shone unrivalled* 

^ My great-grandfather not only swore himi- 
self, but he was the cause of swearing in others. 
Never was seen such a blasphemous household 
as his; for, from the master to the stable-boys and 
scullions, all swore outrageously; and you might 
tell the rank and footing of a servant by the 
ma^itude of his oaths, and by the rotund and 
deliberate manner in which he pronounced 
them ; for in that little kingdom swearing was 
a noble privilege, belonging, by right of ofBce, 
to the monarch and his aristoci*acy of stewards, 
butler, huntsman, and so forth, but only per- 
mitted by courtesy to the rabble of inferior do- 
mestics. 

<* While my grandfather was an infant, be 
bade fair to uphold, or even to extend, the dig- 
nity of his ancestors. He was formed like a 
little Hercules^ and he took both to swearing and 
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driakiog viih extraordinaiy appedte;so end-k 
nent, indeed, was he in his diildhbod, in the 
praetixte of ttiese ' virfeies^ that h^ ttsediib.fae 
facougfat-into the parlour .after dinner, txT jswett 
Md. tipple for the amusement of the ^oinpaiiyii. 
Olfais fighting incdinations he gav^ vtUl stnmger 
proofs, and, to the tldight and aatonishmeiit dC 
his parent, he one dajr fdled^ ivith a face knocli^ 
down blow, a &t, unwieldy urchin, mudb oldfi^ 
•fttrpbger, and heavier than himself, wi^ whom 
be had quarrelled at play. My gre«t>*§raild? 
Either indulged all the pride and "(nanity gf 9 
ftrent, in narrating these proofs of prema^m 
igeiiius, with the account of whidii hejdvsari- 
ably prefaced the introduction of hk - h^ ^ 
the parlour, after the ladies had withdraw]^; 
and he even treasured up in his memory the 
Ikbortive oaths and childish exhibitic^ oC {ia»- 
ikxi of my grandfather; for he thov^ht he 
never swore so eloquently as wh^ ei^aged^ . 
and he had recourse to a thousand sirtiQ^es tOt 
raise his anger, and to cause him to enforce his 
bla^emies by knocking down a glass, QP^p* , 
^aettiog a decanter. Never did child give 01009 ( 
vigorous promise to tnaintiun and . esalt H^ 
hotiour of his £srpily, and aeter^ did\ father 
watch, with greater hope, the op&aing powers 
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t)f Us child, and never^ alas I ^ere hopes* apfxu 
rently so well founded so cruelly disappointed. 

>' The small-pox, which has destroyed the ex* 
poc^ations, and lacerated the hearts, of so many 
miitberiiy was destined ta blast the well-founded 
desires of my great-grandfather. His son was 
attacked by this crud disorder^ and, either from . 
the nature of the disease, or the insufficiency 
of the medical practice of those days, although 
he recovered his health, he did not recover his 
appearance. His puffed, dumpling-shaped, and 
piony-cdioured cheeks became thin, pursy, aiid 
callow ; his bright curling hair hung down Hke 
a wet mop about bis shoulders ; his broad chest 
became narrow and consumptive; his plump 
and muscular limbs grew long and bony; and' 
his voice, which had formerly borne the same^ 
resemblance to that of a man, as the sound of « 
a eaqnon does to thunder, could now, in the. 
scale of comparisoui he assimilated only to a^ 
^Ddpgun. '-J 

^^ This unlucky disorder not only ruined his 
pelfson, but it also put a stop to his education; 
His stomach and his doctors would not allow i 
4iitn to drink« and his bodily weakness precluded 
Hie possibility of boxing, by means of which his 
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fatheriiad proposed to tridn him up ta laovciioble 
axxdieffeotualmediodsof figl^ng. It isitme^J^ 
jQouhl still sweat, and alUiougb be bad foirgpt^ or 
4oalf during Us iUness, all bis otber acconoipHsb- 
ments^tfus, wbi<^ seemed asitVierecouiUMdiKfith 
fajsr^ verj existence, never abandoned him. Mis 
fidiier, when he found . his other deficienoiesi ^itl 
endeavoured to cultivate this qualifications .faut 
eyen the servile muscles of two or thi:ee.bwgef»- 
011 €i the family (!ould not resist the ludicxous 
loontiast between bold bullying bkispheaues, imd 
the cracked, phthisical voice and fragile f<»m?Qf 
^e «hild that pronounced Aem. My gse^ 
grandfather saw it was an exhibition calculafted 
to bring the ancient and honourable . fiunilgr 
irirtue ci swearing into contempt, andhegat^ 
vp his heir in disgust. 

<^ But the unfortunate figure of' my gimcb- 
lather increased every day the^disiyce fais|iaseiit 
&lt for him ; for, instead of giowii^ up ott^^^f 
the square and muscular men of our xace^.^lie 
shot up like a plant in the shade, tall, wep^, 
pale^ and sickly* I will not say his fiither Iialnd 
him, but he certainly hated the sight of hb% ilr 
Katberhe felt the same sensationB fit Im sfipm^ 
ance as- Macbeth did at oightof the^ghogt of 
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Banquo; he beheld in him an object which he 
had in a mann^ created, which was horrible in 
his eyes, bat orer which he had no controul. 

«( My 'greaf-grandfather at length entirely 
abandoned his son, and gave up altogether the 
' resolution he had formed of educating him, and 
he rdinquished him altogether to his mother, 
whose affection for him seemed to increase in 
proportion to his need of her care. Happily, 
my gteat-grandmother was a reasonable woman; 
she knew that her love and attention were in 
the first place due to her husband, and that her 
son ought to hold only the second place in her 
afliMstion, (an opinion I would recommend to the 
eonaideration of wives in genera], for no husband 
Kkes to find himself made an object of inferior 
interest to his child ;) and, although she caused 
every possible care to be taken of him, she did 
not think it necessary to spoil him. He ac- 

m 

quired, therefore, better manners than could 
have been expected in such a family, and before 
h^ was eight years old he had actually learned 
^lo read, well enough to get through any book, 
however diflSeult, by the instruction of his 
iittree? a respectable widow of good informa- 
tidft, whose poverty obliged her to accept that 
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situatioa iu the establishment of my greait^grand*^ 
father. : 

^^One of the inmates of our faxhily at thai 
time was a poor relaUon, who had been brdughi 
up to the churchy with the view of obmining the 
le^iy^of our parish^ which was in the ^ft.of 
^y gr^t-grandfather. The incumbent, at the 
tiine his intended successor came :to reside at ooi^ 
house, was about fifty years of age, and a prey to 
almost every bodily infirmity, but possessed of a 
angularly dear head, and of a constitution like 
that of an eel. Disease jhad assailed his body itr 
every possible manner, yet he seemed as brisk- 
aad lively as ever; he actually appeared to take^ 
a malicious pleasure in living, contrary to' the. 
tDoorse of nature, merely to disappoint bis mjit- 
f^scNt. Year after year passed on, and eaeb(' 
f^ nmrked by a new corporeal infirmity^ and^ 
aSiit -seemed, by an accession of vitality to tl^ia 
^itis^unale rector. 

. '<^ Upwards of. tfventy summers had eliaip^ 
flince our relation Game to refade yiAih us, in' 
(Uily expectation of obtaining our parish^ yi^ 
^1 the old incumbent held out, acdve as everj; 
akhpugh every body had pronounced, when the^ 
^rdlumon a Sunday, duiing the whole dfpe^ 
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that the sermon he then preached would be his 
last. Little did our cousin dream, that, after 
twenty summers more, the ancient rector would, 
for the last time, perform his duty by reading 
the funeral service over him. Such was, how- 
ever, the case ; he died about a fortnight before 
the man whom he had every day, for forty y earsj 
expected to succeed. 

" The twenty years of hope deferred, which 
had passed over the head of our relation at the 
time my grandfather was about eight years old, 
had somewhat darkened his prospects, and 
altered his disposition. When first he arrived 
at our house, he was a gay cheerful fellow, not 
altogether free, as I have heard it whispered, 
from the family addictions of fighting, drinking, 
»nd swearing ; but in the time of my grandfather 
his gaiety had forsaken him, he never uttered 
an oath, or spoke above his breath; his drink 
was only water ; and so little was he given, to 
contention, either with words or weapons, that 
the very kitchen wenches and stable boys hec. 
tpred him with impunity. 

'* It was not, however, the mere loss of his 
preferment that had occasioned this mighty 
alteration, though, certainly, his change of man- 
ner originated in his disappointment. A mutual 
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attadiment had existed between him ^nd a 
young lady, from his earliest youth ; but her 
friends would not consent to their union till he 
obtained a benefice. They had, however, been 
privately married ; but that could not long ^ be 
kept a secret, and when it became known to the 
relations of the Jady, they treated her with so 
much harshness that she died of a broken heart. 

^^ This was the real cause of all our relation's 
oddities. He became abstracted, lost sight, of 
all the family qualifications I have named, and 
took to study. But his studies were those of a 
man who sought amusement rather than im- 
provement. He preferred following the wander- 
ings, rather than the elevation, of the human in- 
tellect, and he passed his time in reading works ' 
on ma^c, astrology, alchymy, and, in fact, in 
studying mysteries and difficulties of all sp^es 
and genera. -^ 

*^ Perhaps our kinsman was led to this course 
of study by frequenting our library, for I doubt 
whether any other in the kingdom contained^, 
such a choice collection of works on the above- 
named subjects ; or, perhaps, to speak Iny 
opinion more fully, a love of hidden lore was 
inherent in the family. 

*^ One of our ancestors, in particular, the 
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founder of our library, was not only a student 
in the occult sciences, but he was for many 
years the companion of Dr. Dee, a celebrated 
visionary in the reign of Elisabeth and Jaities 
the First. He even went abroad with his friend^ 
and together with Albert Lasky, better known 
to English readers as Alasco, and several other 
foreigners of rank and importance, formed a 
sort of society, composed of the dupes or con* 
federates of the pretended conjuror. I say con* 
federates, for it is whispered that both Dee and 
my ancestor were indeed political agents, and 
that the character of magician was only super- 
added as a blind ; and it is certain that they were 
admitted into the society of the Emperor and 
Princes of Germany, and of the monarchs and 
nobles of other countries. 

*^ Whether concealed envoy or conjuror, my 
ancestor left a large collection of books, both 
printed and manuscript, on the obscure arts, and 
these formed the basis of our cousin's studies. 
Not that he merely contented himself with read- 
ing them ; he endeavoured to put their precepts 
in practice, yet without placing any belief in 
them, and because he wished to know what 
effect they really would produce, or rather, be- 
cause he wished to occupy his time; and his 
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AparlQieBt becatiie at length a mere laboratorjr^- 
where experiments of all descriptions^ pbjmcal 
. and metaphysical, were attempted. 

*^ Such a uian felt like a being of another world 
in the rioious.1 fightings swearing, drinking esta^ 
Wshment of which he was a mjember. The wily 
person who seemed in any way capable of sym^ 
pathising with him was my grandfather, and a 
strict alliance was soon formed between the dis- 
appointed divine and the neglected heir. He 
beipame the tutor of his youthful relation. I do 
not mean that he actually undertook the charge, 
but he Virtually e^cecuted it, perhaps as well as 
if he had been hired for the purpose. He laid 
the. foundation of a good education, but, uUt 
fortuniately, he took no pains to complete the 
superstructure; that is, he cultivated the mer 
mory and imagination of his pupil, but he suf- 
fered his judgment to remain wild and, ncv 
glected. 

, ** My grandfather was perpetually about the 
person of his instructor and only friend; he, 
therefore, readily fell into the same course of 
reading; but, unfortunately, he believed too much 
of what he read, and he pursued his studies with 
all the ardour of youth thirsting after know^ 
ledge« His master^ indeed, told him that ma^icsi 
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astrology^ and alchymy, were all imaginary 
lu:U4 but it is not so easy to persuade a boyj 
ignorant of the world, that the secrets of which 
he fancies himself possessed are utterly without 
foundation. Besides, the practice of our rela- 
tion seaned at variance with his theory. He 
waa possessed of innumerable little secrets, which 
he had learned from the old writers, and which 
they attributed to ma^c, but which are now 
foimd tp be the invariable result of chemical com- 
binations or natural causes. Neither my grand- 
jEather nor his tutor knew any thing of chemistry 
as a science, in the modem acceptation of the 
lerm; my grandfather, therefore, blindly attri- 
buted every thing to magic, and as his tutor 
knew not to what to attribute the effects he wit- 
nessed, he was not capable of destroying the 
impression. 

" The old writers knew well how to impose on 
the credulity of their readers ; and, indeed, at 
the present time the man who ascribes natural 
effects to supernatural causes will never want 
spectators. I recollect a writer on astrology, who 
lay? down as a proof of the influence which 
as^xdogers ascribe to the sun, the fact, that if a 
plant be enclosed in a dark room with a hole in 
ihe window shutter, through which the sun can 
70I4. II. I 
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pi^ietrate^ it will shoot up and grow towards 
tbat lK>le.. This, no doubt, arises from the in- 
fluence of the sun, because the sun is the souroe 
of light, and light is as requisite to the well 
being of plants, as air is to the existence of 
animals ; but the astrologer wishes to prove 
from it that the sun exercises some extraor- 
dinary and incomprehensible power, which he 
attempts to apply, by some unintelli^ble meta- 
physical deductions, to the human mind. 

^^ The consequence of the neglect with which 
my grandfather was treated, and of the ill-di- 
sected studies he pussued, was, that he be- 
came a day-dreamer,, and a castle-builder, to 
an enormous extent. One who imagines that 
he possesses secret means that will, as it were, 
annihilate all the obstacles of time, space, and 
human opposition, may, perhaps, be more rea- 
dily excuised for indulging in fancied visions of 
future achievements, than one who has only na- 
tural means of accomplidiing difficult undertak- 
ings; yet,, how many grave, prudent, and money- 
getting men have I known, who have wasted 
their, time and fortune upon speculations as 
jwild and improbable as the day-dreams of my 
grandfather,; speculations in which no eyes but 
their own could discover the least probability 
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of success ! These are, in my opinion, day- 
dreams, even more painful than those of the 
solitary visionary, for he usually keeps the sub- 
ject of his meditations to himself, and he gene- 
rally awakens gradually, and feels no great dis- 
appointment at the dissipation of the ideas of 
his mental slumber; but the speculator is fre- 
quently aroused by loss of money, and of time, 
and by the ridicule or pity of all around him, 

" I have heard my grandfather remark, that, 
at a very early age, he was so entirely involved 
in these studies, as to place implicit faith in 
them; but, as his mind expanded, he gra- 
dually began to entertain doubts, though, per- 
haps, he did not so much doubt the truth of 
the arts themselves, as the proficiency of the 
authors who have undertaken to treat of them. 
But as his judgment improved, his imaginary 
knowledge gradually ebbed away from him, 
though, even to the last years of his life, he 
entertained a sort of half belief of the things 
he had studied in his youth, or rather, when 
an idea presented itself to his mind, it came 
accompanied by magical, astrological, or alchy- 
mical associations; nor was it till he had me- 
ditated upon it for some time, that he coald 
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entirely divest it of them, and put it into a fonn 
resjembling the conception of another man. ' 
. ^^ In this course my grandfather continued, till 
he was sixteen years of age. At that time his 
manners were those of a severe student, his 
person was weak, and sickly, and his dress was 
as negligent. as that of a stoic philosopher; but, 
beneath his awkward and somewhat misanthro- 
pic exterior, he concealed a warm heart, and 
a head which, though specially gifted with ta- 
lent for' planning a&rial edifices, was also eiu 
dowed with abilities of a better nature. 

*^ I mention the age of sixteen as one epoch 
in his life, because at that age a strange' altera- 
tion took place in his person; but, perhaps, 
while I am speaking of his education, I should 
say, that bis father had, some time previous, 
entertained an idea of sending him to Oxford. 
You possibly may consider that university as a 
venerable retreat of classic learning, in this age, 
when the literatiu*e of antiquity is, perhaps, too 
much neglected ; but my great-grandfather only 
thought of it as a seminary for hard-drinking 
and hards-wearing tories. As his son was 
prevented, by his. stomach, from hard drink- 
ing,^ and by his figure from hard swearing, he 
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imagined it would be useless to send him to 
college ; for he thought he might pick up tory- 
ism enough from his tutor at home; perhaps 
he was right, and I believe it has always run in 
our blood, for, now that all our other hereditary 
qualities are dissipated, our toryism remains as 
concentrated as ever. 

"At the age of sixteen, as I was about to 
say, an extraordinary change took place in the 
person of my grandfather. He was, at that 
time, full six feet high, and as meagre as a 
roeless herring, and he looked as gaunt, bony, 
and miserable, as some of the figures in early 
German representations of the infernal re^ons. 
Little did any one imagine that, in the course 
of two years more, he would rival in muscle 
and sinew the sturdy saints in the Last Judg- 
ment of Michael Angelo. This was, however, 
the case; no sooner did he cease to grow tall 
than he began to grow broad, and soon became 
as large and powerful as the most athletic of 
his progenitors, to the infinite astonishment of 
his father, who could not ima^ne how a body 
which had not been nourished and corroborated 
by liquor, oaths, and blows, could attain to what 
he considered the standard of perfection. 

^*It seemed as if some moral or physical 
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pause was ever destined to disunite my greati 
grandfather and his Son. Now that his heir 
had grown even beyond his early expectations, 
he found that hid education had been wofully 
neglected, or, in otiier words, that he was a 
complete booby, and as unworthy to succeed 
him from his mental deficiencies, as he had for- 
merly been from his bodily infirmities; for my 
grandfather, besides not having been properly 
trained in the three standard virtues of our 
race^ was likewise ignorant of hunting, shoot- 
ing, cockfighting, and innumerable other polite 
accomplishments, all which his parent thought 
indispensable to the character of our family. 
In fact, he had but o&e redeaning quality in 
the opinion of his father ; he was a good pistol- 
shot, for pistol-shooting had been one of his 
amusements during hi^ weakness, as being al- 
most a sedentary exercise, and one in which' 
great proficiency may be attained without mudi 
bodily labour. He was, likewise, a skilful 
fisherman, but fishing, and espedally float-ash- 
ing, his father despised; and you can hardly con- 
cave the contempt with which he used to speak 
of his son's peaceful and solitary recreation, al- 
though he allowed that to be a more fitting, 
amusement for a gentleman than literature of 
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any description, and particularly that description 
of literature in which his heir was skilled. 

^^ Thus^ the altered figure of my grandfath^ 
produced no alteration in the affection of his 
parent. They were still cold and distant as 
ever, and they scarcely ever saw each other, 
even at meals; for my grandfather was too 
severe a student to be alwavs dressed for dinner, 
and his father was always glad when he did not 
appear, because he was ashamed to exhibit him 
as his only son. An accident, however, at length 
occurred, which produced some union between 
them. ~ 

" One evening, towards the conclusion of 
autumn, as my grandfather was returning from 
the river aide, with his fishing-rod in his hand, 
he heard a violent struggle on the other side of 
the hedge, bordering the field through which he 
was proceeding. He hesitated a moment, for 
his natural shyness prevented him from hurry- 
ing among strangers, unless he fancied his pre- 
sence absolutely necessary ; but at length he 
felt himself impelled forward, by hearing a 
tremendous volley of oaths, uttered by a voice 
apparently struggling with strangulation, to- 
gether with threats, menaces, and other oaths, 
pronounced by persons who spoke in a dialect 
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.that did.not belong to bur part of the country; 
for the oaths of our house had become current 
in our neighbourhood, and theseunknown beings 
blasphemed in a foreign and outlandish manner, 
and, as it were, called upon other gods to tor- 
^ment them and all around them eternally. 
From this circumstance, my grandfather con- 
cluded, that one of his countrymen was being 
ill-treated by. strangers^ for the voice of th« 
voluminous swearer wa» too much choabed bj 
passion to allow him to recogmze it. H« 
guessed, howevar, that his assistance was neces- 
sary, and grasping his rod, he leaped the hedges 
and beheld lus father lying on the ground, vainly 
struggling with two men, one of whom pressed 
him firmly on the throaty wbUe the other rifled 
^is pockets. 

'^ The passions of my grandfather, long pent 
up within his bosom, or only exerted in pursur 
.ing some imaginary monster, or doing battle 
.with some visionary oppress(»r, blazed o^t at 
this spectacle. He rushed to the scene of action^ 
and with one blow of hia rod he Jeyelled the 
fellow, who was grappling with his father, and 
with so much good will did he deal it,, t^t he 
burst asunder the leathern banda that held 
together, in one compact mass, the joints of hia 
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fishing rod, and thus, although he put one of 
the enemy completely hors de combcU^ he de- 
prived himself of a very effectual weapon. The 
other footpad, diverted by this unexpected 
assault from the agreeable occupation of empty- 
ing a pocket to the dangerous alternative of de- 
fending his life, drew forth a pistol, and snapped 
it at my grandfather ; but, luckily, it only 
flashed in the pan, and Uke a prudent warrior 
he immediately threw the weapon at the head of 
his opponent, and attacked him at close quarters 
with his fists. 

*^ My jgrandfather was utterly ignorant of the 
noble science of boxing, but he had the strength 
of a^ant, and he then felt himself inspired by 
the vigour of a Hercules ; he was besides a 
maiden knight, this was his first encounter, 
and he fought, too, for his life and the life of his 
father. Were it possible for ideas of boxing to 
be transmitted from father to son, I should 
almost suppose he had received his inclination 
for, or knowledge of, the art with his life ; but, 
however it was, he fek as if suddenly animated 
by the spirit of all his fighting progenitors. 
Even the family virtue of swearing shone forth 
in him at that awful moment, and, indeed, a 
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true swearer n&rer shears with so mueh relish 
as wh^ in inumn^t danger^ 

. '^ He discharged, therefore, a voUey of ancient 
hereditary curses at his opponent, and followed 
them up with a voUey of blows, laid on with ali 
the spirit, if not with all the skill, of his for^^ 
fathers. But be had to deal with a tough an- 
tagonist, and one, besides, whose leaden fists 
had borne him victorious through many a des- 
perate fray, and nothing but his sound bottom, 
(to use a technical phrase,) enabled him to sus- 
tain the combat, for innumerable were the blows 
he underwent, but he was luckily gifted with 
bodily insensil»Iity like the porcupine, (which 
travellers assure us may be battered with a club 
for balf a^ hour without feeling any inconve- 
nience,) and with a head on which a blow, that 
might have felled another man, made no more 
impression than if struck on the solid skull of an 
elephant. In a word, the fortune of his race 
predominated, and he planted a blow on the 
jugular of his adversary, that sent him reeling 
along till he pitched over the body of his pros^ 
trate companion. 

^^ My grandfather then ran to assist his parent, 
who, too mudi weakened by his previous 
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struggles, to take any part in this engagement, 
had raised himself upon his elbow, and sate 
watching the varied chances of the battle ; but 
who had, however, possessed himself of the 
pistols of the rogue who had fallen, with intent 
to shoot the other villain, had he obtained any 
advantage over his son. He was penetrated 
with joy when he beheld my grandfather vic- 
torious ; he vented his happiness in a tempest 
of exclamations, in which shouts of triumph were 
so horribly intermingled with blasphemies, that 
his auditor could scarcely understand him, but 
the upshot of which was, that he was rejoiced 
to find that his son could fight and swear like 
his forefathers, and that he only wanted to 
drink to be truly worthy of them, 

" My grandfather interrupted this discourse, 
to enquire what he should do with the tlueves, 
who had now recovered their senses, but who 
dared not move, as their adversaries were stand- 
ing over them with the weapons they had taken 
from them. To the astonishment of my grand- 
father, his parent, after considering for a 
moment, replied, ' Let them go, and bed d; 
if we take them they must be hanged, and I 
should be sorry to have the sending them to 
h — 1 on my hands C and, after anointing each 



180 TALES OF A VOTA6EB. 

of them on the ribs with the toe of his faeaty 
boot, he left them to make the best of their 
escape, he carrying off thdr weapons, in tokeH 
of the victory of his son. . . < 

^< This method of dismissal gaye infinite 
pleasure to the victor, who, satisfied with what 
he had done, felt but Ihtle pleasure in the idea 
of being publicly known and noted as the hero 
of an adventure ; for it waa one of the results of 
his natural shyness, that, though he felt a» 
ardent ^desire to perform magnanimous actions, 
he could not bear to beor^ne in any way con- 
spicuous. My grandfather was, indeed, some- 
what astomsbed, that his parent should have 
adopted the line of conduct he had chosen, and 
he romantically attributed it to some sudden 
feeling of generosity; but the truth was, the 
old squire could not bear the idea of acknow- 
ledging that he had been vanquished by a 
couple of blackguards. He, who was a gentle* 
man and a tory, who had been a member of the 
October dub, and the heUfire club, and a Mohoc 
to boot, to make open confession at the county 
assizes that he had been knocked down, and 
half choaked, and rib-roasted, by two tlueves, 
whose levelling inclinations, and contempt of the 
awful person of n justice of the peace, shewed- 
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them to be practical whigs of the very worst de- 
scription — the thing was impossible ! He was, 
however, as much obliged to my grandfather for 
his timely aid, and as much delighted with the 
spirit he had shewn, as if he had delivered him 
from more noble dangers, and all the way they 
proceeded homewards he congratulated him 
upon his sudden assumption of the family virtues 
of fighting and swearing. He resolved to lose 
no time in giving him proper instructions in the 
other grand article of drinking, and, in order to 
initiate him by what he considered the most 
natural method, he determined to give him a 
horse, and to take him to hunt with him. 

" The presentation of a hunter to my grand- 
father was observed in the family as an event of 
as much importance as the presentation of arms 
to an ancient German, the conferring knight- 
hood on a gentleman during the middle ages, or 
the giving the first pipe to a modem Dutchman : 
it was a sort of investiture ; it was like cutting a 
twig upon taking possession of an estate ; it was 
hke giving the freedom of a corporation ; it was, 
in fact, acknowledging that my grandfather was 
a man, and entitled to all the rights, privileges, 
and immunities of manhood. 

Never was any day observed with so much 
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ceremony. Every tnend was invited to tlie le»- 
tlval that was held on this occasion; all. the 
toiwts were treated with beef and ale ; and afl 
the fiddlers in the county were assembled^ to 
inspire them with the s^rit of dancing. My 
great-grandfather enunciated his most solemn 
and particular oatha, and told his never-failing 
stcHies of his mohocking adventures, and every 
body laughed in compliment to the occasion, 
and were as much delighted by his threadbare 
tales as if they had not heard them a thousand 
times before. It was, in fact, a day of conse- 
quence to every one. The butler produced his 
best liquor, and his best blasphemies. The 
Fr^ich cook cursed his assistants, first in broken 
EngU^, and then in broken French ; and, no 
doubly the innumerable curses with which all 
the dishes were preparied added seasoning to 
them, for all the guests pronounced them excel* 
lent. Indeed, on that joyoiis occasion, every 
body, whether guests o^ inmates, swore as mudi 
as they could ; the inmates of the house from 
habit, the guests in order to conform to the 
mannei^ of the family, and any ignorant stranger 
who had beheld them would have imagined., 
that they were a troop of demons, feasting in 
Pandemonium, rather than a pa^ty of honest 
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country gentlemen, met to dine together in 
honour of my grandfather. 

*^ I shall not attempt to describe this festival, 
for I am sure that very few who assisted at it 
£ould give a clear account of it. My grand- 
father himself, perhaps willing to strengthen the 
good impression he had already made, perhaps 
unwilling to be outdone, drank till he could 
drink no more ; and he who had withstood the 
leaden fists of the footpad, was at length over- 
thrown by a long-necked, narrow-shouldered, 
consumptive-looking bottle of Burgundy. 

'* Although my grandfather was pow looked 
upon as a man, or, what was equivalent in the 
opinion of his relations, as a human being six feet 
high, and broad in proportion, and endowed 
with capacity for fighting, drinking, and swear- 
ing, he was not altogether contented. He 
could not get over his studious habits, and he 
found that he must either forfeit the good 
opinion his father now entertained of him, or 
make himself over to a mode of life that he 
abhorred. He resolved, as the only medium, to 
withdraw himself from the scene, and he pe- 
titioned his father for leave to go abroad. After 
some time his request was granted, and he set 
off, well supplied with letters of introduction, 
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and, what was more to the purpose, with letters 
of credit; and here, in the iasbioa of old tale 
tellers, I might say, ^ explicit prima pai^ his* 
toriae' — thus ended the first fytte of the stcmetof 
my grandfader — ifor his subsequent history is. 
very difPerent firom that I have related, though, 
no doubt, his adventures were prompted by the 
manners and feelings he had acquired, in ccm- 
sequenoe of his secluded and desultory educa- 
ticxD. 

*^He first proceeded to Londcm, to enjoy 
some of those pleasures his father had so often 
depicted ; not that he wished to become a Moboc, 
or a disturber of the peace, but he had often, 
while his parent was describing his juvenile 
frolick, felt his anger raised, at the oppressions 
he related, and he longed now to meet with 
some of those terrible bloods, and to measure 
his strength with them; never reflecting that 
he was not called upon to be the champion of 
the afflicted. This step, indeed, was the result 
of his day-dreams, or of his hereditary' warlike 
inclinations ; for though, on most occasions, as 
^^ meke as is a maide,'^ he would fight with any 
body . if he thought that by so doing he could, 
serve an injured person. He, therefore, thrust 
himself into every situation which he imagined 
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dangerous; but) luckily, he had no opportu* 
nity of displaying his valour, the police was not 
now the useless and ineffectual body it had been 
thirty years before, and brutal amusements were 
^ther too dangerous or too unfashionable to be 
pursued. Convinced, at length, that the watch- 
men and the constables were fully equal to pre- 
serving the peace of the metropolis, he quitted 
London, and went to France. 

" My grandfather was in his twenty-first year 
when he arrived at Paris, but, notwithstanding 
his youth, he was better aUe to take care of 
himself than many others of a more matu^ 
age, for his studies and abstracted habits had 
rendered him indifferent to those follies and 
extravagancies which ruin. numbers, who fancy 
they possess infinite knowledge of the world; 
and, although he had his weak points, .they 
were not easily discovered, and taken advantage 
of, by those who had only common methods of 
deceiving. 

" Almost everv one who travels has some 
specific object in view, different in some degree 
from the object of others. Some go abroad to 
study politics, some to study cookery, some to 
look at pictures, and others to look at nothing. 
Now my grandfather differed from all these. 
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• 

for, though politics^ a^d cookery, and pidure^ 
and nothing, engaged his attention occasionimy, 
his grand object was to study the obscure 
parts of the human character, and, perhaps^ 
at times, to make inquiries concerning incanta** 
tiims, elixirs for prolonging life, and secrets for 
transmuting common metals into gold. 

*^ I have known some antiquaries who cared 
little for the externa] and viable remains of the 
noblest buildings of former times, but who, if 
they could discover a hidden v&ult, of which, 
perhaps, they could not even guess the use, or 
a secret passage, which led nowhere, imagined 
they had done something of the very greatest 
importance. So it was with my grandfather. 
His chief delight was to dive into the dark 
vaults, and to penetrate the secret recesses, of sex* 
ciety. The world, to use a very common simile, 
resembles a theatre : if you sit in the pit, nothing 
can be finer, or better ordered ; but if you wish 
to see the real characters, passions, defects, and 
artifices, of the performers, it is necessary to go 
behind the scenes. Now my grandfather cared 
little for general effect, he loved to know how it 
was produced, and he kept himself, in great 
measure, behind the scenes in life. 

^^ Paris has always abounded with angular 
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cbaracters, and he obtained much instruction, 
or, at least, much amusement, from the studies 
he made there ; for, although that horrible in- 
fidelity, which afterwards burst forth so pub- 
licly at the revolution, was then secretly spread- 
ing there, it was not uncommon to find men 
who refused to believe the simplest truths of 
Christianity, placing implicit faith in impostures 
of the grossest description. Notwithstanding 
the pleasure he felt in Paris, he fancied he 
perceived a want of depth in the characters of 
all his associates in that capital, a certain super- 
ficialness and absence of intense feeling, which 
displeased him. The very sharpers only cheated 
by playing upon the vanity of their dupes, 
and he wished to live in a place where people 
were alone to be cheated by inetresting their 
strongest passions; in a word he quitted France, 
and went to Italy. 

^^ He stayed some time at Milan, a place he 
had often wished to visit, while pursuing his 
magical studies ; for it was once celebrated for 
the necromantic knowledge of its inhabitants ; 
and Shakspeare, in representing its duke as 
skilful in magic, has but fallen in with the 
opinion then entertained of the Milanese. But 
Prospero and his magical subjects had all va- 
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mshed, lik^ the baseless fabric of a vision, aiid> 
not a wreck remained to shew that they had erer, 
existed. My grandfathei" found, indeed^ among 
the common people, no lack of belief in the powers, 
of certain witches and others, to transform them- 
selves into wolves, a race of ima^tiary lycan- 
thropites, formerly welUknown in Germany, as 
* wri6r wolves,' and in France as *loup-garpus;* 
but this opinion he found, upon examination, tO: 
rest upon mere hearsay, and to be like the faith, 
which the lower classes of our countrymen place 
in conjurors and quack*doctors, and, abandon- 
ing once more all ideas of black and white magic, 
be proceeded to Rome,'' 
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THE VOYAGE, 

CONTINUED. 

I HAD arrived at about this period of the 
narrative of my grandfather's travels, and I may 
say I was not talking to an inattentive audience, 
when an unusual stir was heard upon deck, and 
the word " Fish! Fish !** was distinguishable, 
repeated emphatically by several voices. 

Had my companions been a crew of demons, 
suddenly summoned by a spell from a chamber 
in the infernal regions, they could not have 
obeyed the behest of an enchanter more speedily 
than they hurried out of the cabin at the report 
of " Fish.'' In a moment I was left alone, for 
William, having before heard the adventure I 
was relating, had chosen to bear the harpooner 
company in keeping watch, taking the oppor- 
tunity of learning the art and mystery of manag- 
ing A ship, and the names and uses of the 
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various parts of a vessel ; a kind of knowledge 
for which, as well as for all other kinds of prac- 
tical knowledge, he much thirsted. 

I was not long behind my messmates in quit- 
ting the interior of the Leviathan, for its exter- 
nal surface ; and when I reached the companion 
door I found two boats, fully manned, already 
cutting the waves, and two others in the act of 
being lowered, filled with hands, all impatient 
f(M- the expected sport of chasing whales. 

I have before menlidned, that the boats are 
slung over the side of the ship, to be in readi- 
ness for action, and are placed so as to be let 
down into the water^by blocks, from which they 
depend. The men^ump into them, and descend 
with them, and in two minutes from the first 
alarm seven boats, equipped with hands and 
weapons, will appear upon the waves, gliding 
after an unwieldy monster, like swallows skim- 
ming the air in pursuit of an owl strayed forth 
before his gloomy hour. 

Our whole complement, however, did not set 
off this time, because the chance that the fish 
would rise again waa but slighi, as she was seea 
*^ running,^ that is, going straight forward, as 
if intent on some distant object; but the boats 
of our guests all pushed off with their masters, 
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and it was gratifying to see their variously- 
painted sides, and oddly-accoutred crews, glow- 
ing in the rays of a bright sun, which had 
disposed the fog, and filled the atmosphere with 
arctic brilliance. By this new light I could 
descry numbers of boats, starting from the seve- 
ral ships that lay within our neighbourhood ; 
but I must mention, to the honour of Greenland 
fishermen, that they each took diflFerent direc- 
tions, it being a rule not to interfere with the 
hc^s and chances of one another whilst Ijdng in 
wait for fish. Those who adhere most strictly 
to this principle, will not even lower a boat 
after a whale that has been seen first by another 
ship: but, generally, when the animals are 
roaming about, it is the custom to take up sta- 
tions where they are expected to appear, always 
keeping so far from the boats of the vessel 
which discovered the prey, as to give them the 
first opportunity of striking it, should it come 
up near them. 

In this manner the whole area of water for 
two or three miles round us became coviered with 
boats, while ours, possessing the precedence of 
having started the game, maintained the centre, 
and plied to and fro amid large pieces of pack- 
ice, amongst which the animal had gone down. 



19S TALES OF A VOYAGEE. 

The anxiety that filled every bosom, during 
an interval of about ten minutes, was strongly 
depicted on the faces of the mariners around me. 
Every eye was turned towards the i^t in which 
the whale was ei^pected to reappear, but from 
the course it was taking every one feared it 
would rise beyond pursuit. Nevertheless, as 
there was a chance that it would not proceed 
further if it had found food during its dive, 
(and the water was ^eeii and proftusing,) we 
encouraged our hopes with m^e than reason^ 
able conjectures. 

. Had the fish gone * tail up,^ that, is, dived 
perpendicularly, throwing up her tail with a 
flourish as she descended, there would have 
been good foundation for expecting her to rise 
somewhere near the same spot, because then the 
fish is in a gay humour, and amusing itself with 
exercise and , feeding ; but when a whak is 
going ^ right on end,^ or running forward, oc- 
ca^onally disappearing and coming to the sur- 
face further cm, in a direct line, there is not 
much probability of her being taken. 

Such was the case now ; for, before a quarter 
of an hour had elapsed, we beheld our quarry 
blow up a high jet of steam, a great way ofi^, at 
several hundred yards distance from any of th^ • 
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boats, and continue running with her head and 
back above the surface, at a rate which set all 
chase at defiance. 

This was a terrible blow to every one, for it 
would have been cheering to have seen the 
animal captured, even by a strange vessel, but 
now it was entirely gene. " Lost ! lost !"'' cried 
all hands mournfully to each other, while many 
began to throw off their caps and mittens, which 
they had put on ta be ready to join in killing 
the fish when struck ; an event that, in spite of 
tlieir own conviction to the contrary, they had 
persuaded themselves might take place. 

" We shall have no luck this year, Andrews,'* 
said one to the spectioneer. 

" How could you hope it ?'^ cried another, 

*'* when weVe got that d d black, curly-hided 

dog aboard? — Nothing is more unlucky than 
5uch a beast.'*' 

" You would not stick that heart I wanted 
you to bum last night," said a third. " I killed 
the poor thing on purpose, and brought it 
along with me, that we might run a chance o 
getting something — You see now what we lose 
by it '' 

" Well,^ replied the other, *^ you could have 
pinned it yourself. I don t think the fault is 

VOL. II. K 
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mine, its all along of Bill M— . — , who pokes the 
fire with a harpoon, on purpose to bring us ill 
luck.^ 

** What's that you say, you d— d spawn of 
a blind shark ?^ cried Bill M^— y, who over- 
heard the last speech, though it was spoken 
lowly, on purpose that it might not reach his 

ear. " What dare you say of me, you ?" 

but I will not repeat the myriamorphous oaths 
and execrations of this bravo, whose propensity 
and talent for swearing were as great as those of 
any of my great-grandfather's household. In- 
deed, I sometimes imagined him descehded from 
the last swearer of my race, so strongly expressed, 
and so curiously compounded, were his execra- 
tions, and so gifted was he with qualifications 
for cruelty and oppression, savouring of mo- 
hockism. ** What say you about my poking 
the fire, you Jack Witherchops ? by G — d if I 
had a harpoon here I'd poke your tongue into 
your belly, you shrivel snouted monkey !" 

To these abusive speeches, which I have set 
down to shew the mode of cpnversation in which 
this Anglo Shetlander indulged, and to many 
others which I omit, no reply was made, for 
every one well knew that Bill was as prompt to 
avenge an affront with his hands as with his 
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tongue. Nor should I have taken such notice 
of him as I occasionally have done, had he not 
been the only Shetlander who dared shew his 
teeth to the English sailors; the rest of his 
countrymen being, with strong bodies and ex- 
<^llent heads, as timid and overawed as a set of 

slaves. Bill M y, however, was an exception, 

and had he been educated in a difiPerent school 
from that in which he had gathered the scum 
and dregs of knowledge, he would have been as 
fine a fellow as ever trod a deck. He possessed 
infinitely more courage and daring resolution 
than any of his English shipmates, and his per- 
Lson and intellect were of a very superior order. 
He was, however, violently passionate and over- 
bearing, and conducted himself more like a 
ruffian, accustomed to the lawless life of a cor- 
sair, than a peaceful mariner. Yet his figure 
always made him appear to me the beau ideal of 
a pirate ; and his handsome^ yet reckless, coun- 
tenance would have been a treasure to a historic 
painter. 

In the mean time, many of the boats began to 
pull towards their respective ships, upon the 
buckets being hoisted for their return. This 
signal is not, as its name would imply, a sort of 
pail, but a small globe or balloon, formed of 
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hoops and canvas, and is run up to. the mizen 
mast head, to call the boats aboard. . 

" Spieye that, Nickie?" said one Shettander 
to another as tli^y sat unseen, though not un- 
heard by me, below the main-hatch, waiting to 
be called forth upon duty. " Quat would auld 
Gibbie thenk to be tould that his bonuie chield 
war the loss of a whole whale fish to the 
owners?" 

" You dinna say I, Wallie P cried Nickie, 
in a tone expressive of great astonishment. 

But I do say you, Nickie," replied Wallie 4 
wha else war it that cut the bit of fi'pence 
from Spence's harpoon ? Ye ken well the dreath 
he had, that if he tied some Norway siller to his 
foreganger he suld strike the first fish we saw.'* 
*' Haigh, Gibbie !'* exclaimed Nickie, '* bttt 
had he ony right to stael the siller out a iny 
kist ? I tuk na mair than belongit to me, and 
sure am I na harm could come o' taking one's 
aiu.'* 

*^ But there has come harm of it, you see,*' 
cried Wallie. "- You sillie loon, you wud na 
part with a wee bit o' metal to let all hands go 
part in such a principal large fish as that we 
have lost just now !" 

^' But,** replied Nickie, " Beccey gave me that 
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bit of coin, and quat could I say if I did na 
fetch it back to Shetland again ?" 

** And do you put Beccey in comparison with 
that great whalefish, you little sawny thing you 'f"^ 
cried Wallie ; " I wuss Beccey war tied to the 
staff on Brassey head a whole winter's night, 

I do r 

** I wul na hear you talk that way," exclaimed 
Nickie angrily; and how the dispute might 
have ended I know not, but at that period of it 
a loud cry of " fisli*" rang from the mast-head to 
the deck, and, on looking towards the boats, I 
beheld three great whales lying on the surface, 
and sending up tall columns of steam, like jets 
of water from a fountain. In a moment one of 
them went * tail up,' displaying a vast sheet of 
black fin-like substance, as large as the floor of a 
room, twenty feet long and half as broad. Like 
the tails of fishes in general, the whale's tail 
tapers to a point on either side ; biit it is placed 
horizontally to the back, and not vertically, the 
usual position of tails. 

One of the fishes, however, lay still on the 
water, and the mate'*s boat being nearest to her, 
pulled swiftly towards it. The foolish animal 
seemed not to heed its approach, but kept quite 
motionless, looking much as a dead elephant 
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might appear, if floating with its trunk extended 
strait forward, and part of its head and back 
above the surface. The nose, the neck, ' or 
shoulders, for neck it has none, and the tail, are 
not visible ; and only the ridge of the back, and 
the crown of the head, continued forward, like 
the beak of a crow, or any long bellied bird^ 
can be seen. 

Silent and motionless as the whale was every 
man aboard, while Mr. Ridgway, taking his 
harpoon from the meek, (a notched staff on 

> 

which it rested,).stood up at the head of his 
boat, balancing the fatal weapon for the plunge. 
We were near enough to the spot to distinguish 
clearly every thing that passed, and we saw the ' 
fish move when her enemies were within thirty 
yards of her. 

" By my saoul, shell be lost !" muttered 
Jock, who was standing near me, like a veteran 
huntsman looking keenly on the sport — but the 
mate spoke to his men, and they ceased rowing, 
and the boat-steerer began to scull warily, yet 
briskly, with his fong steer-oar. 

The bark glid onward from this action swiftly^ 
and without noise, and again breathless quies- 
cence reigned over all around. The crews of 
the numberless boats upon the water rested on- 
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their oars; our men were still as the glossy 
surface of the sea. The sun shone brilliantly, 
though not warmly, for it was near midnight ; 
the blocks of ice lay in slumber on their liquid 
bed, glittering and gleaming with jewelled splen- 
dour ; beauty, peace, and harmony, dwelt on the 
surface of the pure calm ocean ; when, as if by 
a sudden impulse of the demon of discord, the 
boat's crew dashed their ready oars into the 
water, and by a long and strong pull brought 
the stem of their little vessel on the back of the 
whale. 

The boat rose against the side of the enormous 
animal, as if it were running up a shelving 
bank, and Ridgway, pointing his harpoon over 
the larboard bow, drove it with all his force and 
weight deep into the unresisting body, adroitly 
and p-udently pushing himself and his skiff 
away from the wounded animal, as he forced 
the instrument still further into it. This inten- 
tion was seconded by his men, who pulled back- 
wards with their oars, and got out of the way 
just in time to avoid a tremendous blow ; for 
the enraged whale lifted up its sinewy tail, and 
with a half flourish in the air, dealt such a furi- 
ous stroke at the spot which the boat had occu- 
pied a moment before, as would have inevitably 
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sent it to the bottom if received. As it hap- 
pened, the bark bad passed too far backward^ 
and the Tengeful limb of the mighty leviathan 
fell about a foot from its stem, occasioning no 
injury, but dashing up such a volume of foam 
and spray as completely hid the boat and its 
crew from sight) while it drenched them most 
plenteously with water. 

This was, however, of trifling consideration, 
or of no consideration at all, in the minds of the 
spectators, who no sooner beheld the harpoon 
* deUvertd' into the body of the fish, than they 
burst forth into such a tremendous shout <^ ** a 
fall ! a fall ! a fall !" as ^* made the welkin roar,'^ 
' and awoke a thousand echoes in icy caves and 
crystal grots, where they had been frozen up in 
deep lethargy for ages. 

<' A fall ! a fall ! a fall T rung out from the mast 
head, and resounded from the entrails of the 
vessel ; <<a fall ! a fall ! a fall !^' bawled every man 
and boy, running stamping upon the deck, to call 
forth th» sleepers for the next watch ; and the 
half-naked seamen came pouring out through 
the hatches, with their clothes in their hands, 
and their eyes scarce open, shouting mechani- 
cally, " a fall ! a fall! a fallT 

Without stopping to dress, or prepare theni^ 
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sdves in any manner, all hands leaped into the 
boats, which were lowered with amazing cele- 
rity, and away they went, as if borne on the 
smooth ocean by a swift stream; away they 
went, amidst the still and beauteous scenery of 
tliat marble paradise, hke a troop of demons 
broken loose into the Elysian fields. 

** In their progress the men contrived to slip 
on their trowsers and jackets, over the flannels 
in which they always slept, in readiness for 
such peremptory summonses, and the harpooners 
stood ready with their weapons to assail the fish, 
when she rose again from the deep. 

In the meanwhile a jack, or signal of ^ being 
fast,' was hoisted by the fortunate boat ; and 
William, who had long been eager to perform 
nautical and balaenapiscatorial duties, was made 
happy by hoisting the ship'*s ensign to the mizen 
mast, an office usually executed by the sur- 
geon, by some right, the authenticity of which 
the board of green -cloth might have great diffi- 
culty in discovering. Besides this, he lent a 
hand, (somewhat officiously, methought,) in 
manoeuvring the sails, and helping to put the 
ship about; ^ to let go and haul there' seemed 
his delight ; but though on board the Leviathan 
such promptitude and good-will was shewn with* 

K 3 
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out danger^ I would not adrise young followers 
of Esculapius to run a chance of being expected 
to volunteer on such occasions, from shewing 
too much t^eadmess m the beginmng of their pe- 
lasgic career* 

My attention was chiefly devoted to the 
, re-appearance of the wounded whale, and I ob^ 
served that the boats had taken up such poa* 
tiasm as they thought most Ifleely to give thextt 
the n^t chance for striking it» While this was 
going on, the fish continued to draw out lope' 
from the < fast boat^ so rapidly,, that smoke 
might be discerned rising from the bollard, a thick 
piece of wood^ {daced at the head^ round which 
the harpoons gives the line a turn, in order to 
check the velocity of the animal, and increase the 
fatigue of its flight; and when, with the same 
. intention, the mate occasionally hdd the rope 
so tight that it could not run out at all, the 
boat was dragged so swiftly through the watery 
that a cloud of spray rose up from its bows, 
and poured over the crew. Great care is taken, 
that the line, whilst it is gliding along beneath 
the seats of the rowers, from the spot where 
it is kept coiled, shall not get foul in any man* 
ner, for the slightest stoppage, or hitch ia its 
progress, even over a bight or twist in itself» 
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will endanger either its breaking or the sub- 
mersion of the boat. To provide against this 
latter peril, a hatchet is kept ready, for sever- 
ing the rope asunder, should it become foul 
with any part of the skiff, or in case the animal 
should take out all the line. When there is 
no other boat at hand, to bend her lines on to 
the first, it is considered the most legitimate 
and perfect sport * to give the whale the boat,' 
that is, for the crew to quit their little vessel,, 
and betake themselves to the ice, if the fish gives 
them an opportunity of so doing, by dragging it 
up against the edge of any piece. Wlien this 
abandonment takes place, the boat and the fish 
attached to it, (for it serves as a buoy by which 
to recover the prey,) becomes the property of 
the finder. The whale generally keeps run- 
ning with the boat and line, till it expires, un- 
less it snaps the rope in two, by drawing the 
bark suddenly against the ice; but more fre- 
quently it takes the boat under till it dies. 

In about twenty minutes after its first disap- 
pearance, our whale rose at some distance from 
the fast boat, though not very far from one of 
those looking out It blew very fast and high, 
for several expirations, and then the jet of steam 
was scarcely perceptible, while it continued 
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kigly on the water^ seemingly very much ex^ 
houBted. The harpocHi stock was visible, stick- 
ing up from its back like a loog arrow, and the 
ittaliemawks began to wheel round it in circles^ 
as if anticipating a fea^t. In a very little while^ 
another harpoon was driven deeply into the 
blttUber of the ill-fated animal, and it plunged 
downwards again, throwing up its tail magnifi- 
cently ; but I felt the zeal of the sport, which, to 
my shame I confess, I had at first enjoyed, be- 
ginning to change into emotions of pity and 
regret for the sufierings of the unoffending whale. 
Another and another weapon was fastened into 
its unwieldy carcass, in a similar manner with 
the two first ; and, at length, it refused to dive; 
it Tan along the surface of the water with less 
speed, and it blew or panted more frequently. 
This was a signal for a new kind of attack on 
the simple monster, which, had it known how 
to apply the immense power it possessed, might 
have sent all its assailants to the oozy bottom of 
its native element. The boats now pulled up 
close to the exhausted whale, and long spears or 
pikes were thrust far into its body, chiefly be- 
neath the fins, where the skin is more tender, 
and where there is a greater chance of reaching 
its vitals. The effects of this assault were soon 
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visible, in the still further diminished energy of 
the fish, and in the crimson tinge of the matter 
ejected from its nostrils. It was plain that the 
lungs had been pierced, for the spouts of breatii 
became coloured more deeply with blood, and 
at length the vast creature flung round its tail 
in agony, and dived headlong to the bottom, 
from whence it arose, in about a quarter of an 
hour, dead. Three long shouts of acclamation, 
accompanied with waving of hats, rung from 
the boats on its appearance, and were echoed 
back by every one on board the Leviathan; 
and, now that I was assured that the poor brute 
had terminated its sufferings, my curiosity re- 
gained its ascendancy. 

A number of preparations were busily com- 
menced by the spare portion of the crew ; the 
first of which was dispatching the jolly-boat, with 
a barge of bread and a lump of cheese, to the 
bark to whose lines the whale Mas attached 
when she died ; for the fast boat having run out 
all her complement, another boat had bent on 
her lines, and taken the charge upon her crew ; 
a bottle of rum was not forgotten to be added to 
the provisions ; and the philosophy of this supply 
of comforts I understood to be, the considera- 
tion for the cold and cheerless task of hauling in 
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the Knes, which now devolved upon the men to 
whose boats they belonged. 

The next preparation was < rigging the spike 
tackle^ and < cant falls,^ a series of ropes and 
puUies used in slinging the whale to the side of 
the ship ; be^dea which, every man, as he came 
aboard, began to make ready for acting his part 
in the process of flinsing (Groenlandice, flinch- 
inff) the whale, and now a new set of characters 
i^>peared upon the boards. 

The affair of flinching is one of the most 
greasy and contaminating that can be imagined, 
and each hand obliged to be concerned in it, 
(and ncme but the captain and the doctor are 
exempt,) provides himself with a dress that in 
his opinion is least likely to suffer detriment 
from blood, oil, and sludge. Hence I beheld 
my old acquaintances and shipmates start up 
from the hatches in such various disguises of 
canvass, bearskin, oilskin, woollen, tarpaulin, 
and leather, that it was long before I could re- 
cognise one person familiar to my eyes. 

The whale, in the meanwhile, was being 
towed to the ship by three boats ; and for this 
purpose the fins were tied together under the 
belly, and straps run through the tail, to which 
the towline was attached. The boats yoked 
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themselves in a line, like horses in a team, and, 
pipe in mouth, the sailors slowly tugged along 
their unwieldy prize, while a flock of fulmars, 
burgomasters, snowguUs, and kittiwakes, flew 
around the procession, screaming and quarrelling 
for expected delights. The mallemawks, in* 
deed, being as impatient as they are bold and 
rapacious, alighted upon the carcass, and en- 
deavoured to peck out pieces of blubber with 
their strong hooked beaks; but the fresh skin 
of the whale appeared to be too tough for their 
utmost exertions. 

When the whale is brought alongside, one 
strap, or large ring of rope, is run through its 
nose, and another through its tail, and these being 
fastened to the ^ falls of the spike tackle,^ all hands 
do their utmost to hoist the enormous body as 
much above the surface of the water as will allow 
the harpooners to descend upon it, and stand clear, 
for the operation of flinching. However, with all 
their exertions, aided by windlass and capstan, 
they only Ufted the belly out of the sea, and the 
weight of the animal was so great, that the ship 
was drawn down as much on one side as the fish 
was raised. Sufficient space was, nevertheless, 
laid bare for the requisite proceedings, and the 
crew set heartily to work. 
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, Tbere would^ probably ^ be too little of novelty 
m alky thiog I oould my respecting tbis twJuog 
Ibid talei to compensate for tbe trouble of peru^ 
kig it* I shall, tbearefore, (»nit, though unwil^ 
Ijngly, a< full, true, aad particular account of 
the art and mystery of flinching ; it would not 
be short, but I could find it in my heart ^* Iq 
bestow it all upon the reader an it were twice at 
long.^ I iinll, however, take in a few reefs^tni 
my narrative, and, perhaps, if I were to stow: 
idl my courses, and betake myself to my top^ 
satis, it would cause no regrets. Well, then^ I 
will go further, and abandon my ship altogether^ 
for, during the first flinching, I began a custom^ 
which I ever afterwards practised, when ihehe* 
^Rsathan Was made fast to the ice; this was, joab*! 
ii^with William in begging a boat, in which we 
passed our time, rowing, sculling, shooting, and 
harpooning, to our own infinite delight. Before 
I set off, however, I must have one more look\at 
our mon^r of the deep ; and could I persuade 
myself that I was the first voyager who has^de^ 
scribed this strange beast, disguised as a fish, I 
would commence such a detail of its appearance^ 
climensions,^ conformation, habits, manners, ancl 
i|aes, tog^er with all that can be siud marvel?^ 
wise, and in the way of anecdote, concerning. it^. 
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that those who waded through my history 
Aould be convinced that I was strongly grati- 
fied with my subject, and wish me, like another 
Jonah, engulphed in the bowels of the huge ob- 
ject of my admiration. It is, nevertheless, self- 
evident that the prophet of Nineveh was not 
swallowed by a black or Greenland whale ; for, 
according to an arctic apophthegm, ** a penny 
roll would choke a whale,'' and certainly its 
gullet is scarcely large enough to allow one to 
pass. But there are wide-throated whales 
enough in the seas to confound the scoffers, who 
attempt to prove Jonah's adventure to be a 
falsehood from this circumstance. In fact, 
human bodies have been found entire in the 
bellies of sharks ; and if the Bala&na Mysticetus 
could not have swallowed a man, a Physetcfr 
Macrocephalus might. 

Every body knows, or at least ought to know, 
that whiles, although called fishes in common 
parlance, are as real and true beasts as bulls or 
horses. There is, in fact, no essential difference 
between these creatures, (for the shape and the 
manner of living may be called accidental,) since 
all the internal structure is the same ; and the 
substance of the flesh and bone, the blood, and 
the mode of its circulation, the breathing, the 
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ughif and the headng, &c. are exactly simi- 
lar. There is, however, great distinction be-i 
tween the outward form of this sea brute and its 
congeners of the earth ; the most peculiar being 
its affinity to the figure of a fish. The head, 
nevertheless, bears but little of this resemblance, 
nor is it like any thing else belonging to the in- 
habitants of this world. I have already had a 
fancy that the head of a whale approximates 
m(n:e to that of a bird than to any other, and 
the proofs of this idea shall form most of the 
trespass I mean to commit on the patience of the 
reader, touching such a well known animal as 
the mysticete. 

To be brief, then, for I fear every one may 
imagine I am too fond of dilating on the won- 
ders of this region, — wonders of which they may. 
have often heard before, — a whalers head re* 
sembles a bird's in having a long beak ; for the 
upper and lower jaws are far more like the man- 
dibles of feathered animals than the bones 
of any beast's mouth whatever. A crocodile 
might put in a fair claim to be considered some- 
what similar in the structure of this part of its 
skeleton ; but the upper jaw of a whale shutft 
down upon the inferior bone more in the manner 
of a crowds bill than any thing else. It is fur* 
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nished with no teeth, nor has it any need of 
them, for its food requires no mastication ; but, 
to enable it to catch its small prey, it is pro- 
vided with an apparatus serving the purpose 
of a net. This being a curious contrivance, I 
will prolong my dissertation to sketch it, in 
spite of a yawn or two. It is formed by broad 
blades of the substance called whalebone, ranged 
along the edges of the upper jaw, like the 
teeth of a comb ; only, instead of being all of 
a length, they arise from either extreme very 
short, and grow longer till they reach the centre, 
describing an inverted arch with their termina- 
tion. 

When the longest of these blades is six 
feet, the animal is called a size fish, and the 
barpooner who strikes it obtains a bonus for 
his good fortune ; and I have been told that a 
prize of twenty thousand pounds has been offered 
to him who shall kill a whale of fifteen feet bone 
—but to my theme. 

The outer edge of each blade is sharp, and 
straight as to its perpendicularity, though curved 
towards the next blade behind it, like a pan- 
tile, but without touching ; besides which, the 
blades are all set obliquely in the gum of the 
upper jaw. The inner edge grows taper as it 
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descends, till it terminates the blade in a podtit^ 
and i^ completely clothed with long 6bres of 
whalebone, hanging loose like horse^hairs; so 
that, when the whalers mouth is qpen, and the 
yrat^r poiirs in at the anterior part, it must pas9 
out again throagh them, as they spread plenti-- 
fully over the interstices between the blades. 

By this means every shrimp, medusa, or water* 
flea, that enters the gulph of the jaws of the 
fish, is left entangled in this net-work of fibrils, 
as it would be on a sieve, if the water contiun- 
ipg it were poured through one ; while, to pre- 
vent the sea from flowing out at the sides, an(| 
hindering the filtration necessary, a large lip 
rises up from each lower jaw-bone, like a shield, 
to protect either range of whalebones. TbJ5 
lip is somewhat semi-circular, leaving room foir 
the water to flow in at the point of the beak^ 
and allowing space for it to escape at each 
corner of the mouth, after its inhabitants hay4i 
been caught by the hair-like appendage^ on 
the inside of the blades, A vast tongue fills 
the floor of the mouth, looking like a great bed 
Gi blubber ; and I suspect this member can be 
expanded, so as to press out the lips^ and 
form a wider chasm for the entrapment of food 
when the monster feeds. This necessity it 
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always performs * running' open-raouthecl, so 
that a stream of water should pass continually 
through its net ; and, to prevent the torrent 
from pouring down its throat, nature has 
given it a very little one, which it can like- 
wise close at pleasure. Besides the beak-like 
resemblance to a bird, there is some simi- 
larity in the situation of the nostrils, which 
are far from the anterior extremity of the head. 
The * blow-holes ' of a whale are, indeed, on 
the summit, or rather on the back of its crown ; 
and from these apertures are ejected those jets 
or spouts of steam, which resemble water, from 
tlie sudden condensation of the breath. I am 
not, in truth, certain, that no water is thrown up 
from the nose, but rather the reverse. Yet this 
can only take place on the first expiration, after 
rising above the surface, when the fluid which 
may be lying on the nostrils, above the valves 
that close them, may be shot upwards by the 
rush of air from the lungs. I have, in fact, little 
doubt that I saw some liquid fall down from 
the jet into the sea, besides the cloud of steam 
that blew away ; and it is the general belief of 
all hands, that water is thrown up into the air 
during the * blowing.' 

Taking it for granted, that the reader now 
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comprehends what whalebone is, where it is 
situated, and what purpose it serves; points 
which, since my return, I have had to explain 
repeatedly to every one I encountered; I shall 
resume my personal narrative, as the only one I 
am bound to detaiL 

After seeing masses of blubber cut off from 
the body of the whale, of many hundred pounds 
weight, ten or twelve feet long, by half that 
measure in width, and from one to two feet 
in thickness; after beholding them hoisted on 
board, and hearing the song of the Shetlanders, 
whose duty it was to turn the capstan, and 
heave round the fore-crabs, by which engines 
the ropes were wound up ; after witnessing all 
hands, like so many demons of blood and 
grease, rioting in the spoils of their hapless 
victim, I left the deck, covered with lumps of 
blubber, fins, tail, and crang, and descended 
into a boat with William, carrying along with 
lis fowling-pieces and ammunition, and every 
other requisite for sport. We set off upon a 
beautiful sheet of water^ studded with rocks of 
ice, and resplendent with sunshine, like two 
school-boys broken loose from incarceration. 
How we managed our oars, during this our 
"first essay, it boots not to tell, and it should 
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be sufficient to say, that we soon brought our- 
selves among the marble islands of our fan- 
cies, where, like true cockney-sportsmen, we 
searched for game. Every bird, however, had 
betaken itself to the precincts of the ship, 
whence offal and stray bits of blubber floated 
off in abundance, and we began to believe we 
should be compelled to return to the place of 
our departure, in order to shoot some of the 
hundreds of mallemawks which clustered bold- 
ly round the carcass of the whale, even while 
the men were upon it. So rapacious, indeed, 
are these birds, that boys, called mallemawk- 
boys, are stationed near the body, to keep them 
off, as well as to assist the flinchers ; and it 
affords great amusement to these guards, to 
harpoon these little gluttons with boat-hooks, 
and to cut off their heads with blubber-knives, 
as they swim near the scene of flinching. No- 
thing can equal the eagerness and blindness 
with which these fulmars press forward for 
food ; and when a large piece of crang is pulled 
away by some successful adventurer, scores of 
them assemble round it, to tear it to pieces, 
while they quarrel and fight most noisily for 
precedence. The sailors, taking advantage of 
this gulosity, tie a gobbet of blubber to each 
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end of a piece of rope-yam, and throw it 
amongst the flock. A pair of birds immedi* 
ately swallow the bait, string and all, and this 
bringing them immediately in contact, beak 
to beak, it is high fun to * Jack,'' to see them 
tuggiiig at one another with greedy violence; 
reciprocally drawing the yarn out of each 
other'^s mouth, and gobbling it down till it in 
hawled out again. I have seen two birds pad- 
dle and bicker in this manner till they were 
out of sight; but, generally, the contest ends 
by one of them taking flight, and either draw- 
ing the morsel out of his rivaPs stomach, or 
leaving, unwillingly, behind him that bit which 
he had swallowed himself. - 

Another cruelty practised upon these ravenous 
creatures, i& fishing for them with a hook and 
line ; for they will take a bait as readily when 
armed with steel, as when floating loose upon 
the watqr. When caught, they are set to fight 
with each other in the manner of gam^ cocks; 
and being not a whit less pugnacious, though 
far more clumsv, from their webbed feet and 
preponderant bodies,, they do little more than 
lay hold with their fearful beaks, and endeavour 
to tear away the skin from their adversaries' 
necks. A hawk has not a more terrible instru^ 
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ment of laceration than these biUs, which have 
often drawn blood from my hands, while their 
wings have not been idle in buffetting my face. 
At length, seeing kittiwakes, snow-gulls, and 
burgomasters, hovering round the scene of car- 
nage, we determined to bring some of them 
down, if we could. A burgomaster, a large 
bird, as big as a goose, was one of the gull tribe 
that we had not handled, and we singled out a 
specimen ; but, when about to fire, a seal raised 
up its " round black head, and sparkling eye," 
so close to our boat, that William could not 
help levelling and discharging his piece at it. 
It dived, and we believed it lost ; but, after a 
few minutes, it " rose like a log,'' as the Green- 
landers say of a dead fish, and lay quite motion- 
less on the surface. Seeing this, we pulled up 
to it, and got it aboard ; but it was scarcely de- 
posited in the bottom of our boat, when it ex- 
hibited more signs of animation than were quite 
agreeable. Its liveliness led us to doubt its 
having received any very mortal wound, and on 
inspection, we were astonished to perceive only 
the mark of one small shot near its head; a 
wound scarcely perceptible, and evidently un- 
able to have caused the inaction the animal ex- 
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bibited at first. This induced us to suppose 
that it had been otily stunned, and we made for 
the ship, with the intention of keeping our 
prisoner alive, and bringing it to England ; a 
project we should have executed, had not super- 
stition stepped in to frustrate our plan. It was 
di£Bcult to persuade our messmates, when we 
got our seal on board, that we had taken it by 
shooting, for the wound had become invisible 
fix»m the slight bleeding having ceased, and the 
animal shewed such eagerness to quit its new 
abode, and such power for accomplishing its 
desire, that they could not comprehend why it 
bad allowed itself to be captured. After some 
debate, however, it was agreed that the creature, 
which was a young one, had been stunned by 
the report of the gun, and a box being found 
for it, I resolved to attempt preserving its life 
in confinement. 

To those who may not be aware of the station, 
form, and habits of seals, be it known that they 
are amphibious beasts of the Mammalia class, 
ordiev Terse, geniis Phoca, and that, were it not 
for the head and hide, it would be difficult, at 
first sight, to declare whether they were most 
lil^ely to turn out fish or flesh, A seal looks like 
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a crop-eared, or rather an earless, terrier dog, 
with two short, fin-like, webbed feet before, and 
two much larger and longer ones behind, pro- 
jecting horizontally backwards, parallel with its 
back and little tail. Its body is a long cone, 
like that of a fish, but not flattened, for the 
blubber which fills out its skin, gives it a rotund 
and well-fed appearance, and when the hand is 
laid upon it, it shakes in the manner of jelly. 
The hair is short and stiff, and of a greenish 
brown colour, inclining to black, but sometimes 
beautifully variegated with white, as if marbled, 
approaching slightly to the coat of a tabby cat. 
The South Sea seals have a reddish brown hide, 
of which foraging and travelling caps are gene- 
rally made, but the Greenland sealskin is fit for 
little else than making leather, or covering 
trunks. The head, though in general look re- 
sembling a dog's, has more of the detail of a 
cat's features ; the eyes are large and flat, with 
scarcely any projecting brow ; the nose is low, 
and almost even with the cheeks, especially 
where two beds of stiff antrorso-curvated whis- 
kers lie on each side of its good set of small 
white pointed teeth, as sharp as awls of ivory. 
The hairs of its whiskers, when closely ex- 
ainmed, are found to be singularly fashioned, 
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not b^ng round like other bristks, but having 
facets, as if cut or cast in a mould, at least sucl^ 
were the bristles of my seal's moustaches. 

In the water, it proceeds by expanding its 
hind feet, which it can fold together, and urging, 
itself forward with a wriggling motion, like a 
great eft gliding along in haste. The ^ after 
flippers,' then have the appearance of two fish, 
tails, spread wide on either side; but on the ice, 
being of little use, they mostly remain closed 
together, like fans, while the animal struggles 
forward by means of its fore flippers, assisted 
by an undulatory motion, given by its belly.. 
Although a seal appears a most helpless 
creature out of water, and seems ^ to drag itself 
onward, as a fish might do if it used its side fins- 
for legs, yet when attacked, it will either turn 
and defend itself, or scuttle away as swiftly as 
a man can follow it over the ice. Of its quick- 
ness in escape, I have often been a. disappointed, 
witness, and I have seen some of its fierceness, 
but I have not beheld one give l^attle to its op- 
|X)nent, as I am assured by all hands they will 
do. This spirit of contest, however, is chiefly 
confined to a race of seals called ^ bladder- 
noses,' who have the power of inflating their 
clieeks, and lips near the nose, so as to produce 
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a shield like a bladder, to cover that delicate 
organ. 

In seals, the organ of smell is extremely de- 
veloped, and a blow given upon the nose, pro- 
duces instantaneous insensibility. For this 
reason, the seal-catchers always strike the snout 
when they can ; but the beast, being aware of the 
intention, puffs up his face round about it in a 
most threatening, as well as defensive manner, 
and the assfdlant has no chance of overcoming 
his adversary, unless he can pierce this bladder, 
and let out the air it contains ; for, as to bang- 
ing its thick blubber-bolstered sides, he might 
as well try to break a fellow's bones who was 
surrounded by a feather-bed. Seal-clubs are 
Itccordingly furnished with a spike, for the pur- 
pose of penetrating this protecting swelling, 
though, very frequently, a blow on the head 
ends the combat, by breaking the skull. 

Captain Shafton told me, that once, when 
pursuing a large seal, which was shuffling over 
the uneven ice as fast as he could follow it, he 
struck this spike of the club into iiat back, and 
the animal keeping on its way, pulled him 
down, and dragged him along for some yards, 
to the edge of the floe, where he was compelled 
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to let go his hold^ or be drawn into the water., 
Such an occurrence is by no means impossible^ 
for seals grow to a great size, some which I 
have seen being as large in their bodies as a 
sheep ; though, from want of legs, much of 
their bulk was unnoticed till they came on 
board. The same 'absence of height occasions 
a sea-horse to appear less at a distance, than 
when lying before the eye; and I was astonished 
to find them, on close inspection, as big as full- 
grown bullocks, when afar off they seemed only 
equal in dimensions to a small cow. 

Strong tenacity of life belongs to the seal, and 
occasions it to suffer greatly from the unfeeling 
rapacity of many of its pursuers ; for, after 
having stunned it, the conqueror seldom cares, 
to kill it, but begins to flay the victim while only 
in a state of insendbility. This proceeding, by 
which a layer of blubber an inch and a half thick 
is flinched off with the hide, brings the poor 
creature to its senses ; and I have been assured, 
by those who have participated in, or at least 
witnessed, the barbarity, that they have seen scab 
** strike out their flippers,'' to use their own ex- 
pression, and make efforts to swim away, after 
losing their skins and fat. The more humane 
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break the head before they begin to flay the 
animal, which saves it from feeling the applica- 
tion of the knife. 

In process of time, from feeding and nursing 
the little brute we had captured, I became very 
fond of our prize ; and, before the exit it was 
compelled to make is noticed, I shall, perhaps, 
advert to its habits while in my possession. 

The flinching of the whale was no sooner 
completed than the ' crang,* or carcass, was 
cast loose from the ^ cant falls,' and committed 
to the bosom of the waters, in which but a few 
hours before it had wallowed and sported in all 
the ^ant strength and gaiety of a happy mon- 
ster. On looking over the roughtrees, and be- 
holding the ocean dyed with blood, and covered 
with grease, for some distance round the vessel, 
while pieces of fat and flesh floated about in every 
direction, the spoil of voracious birds and greedy 
insects, it was humiliating to the mind to think 
that the lord of the creation felt himself com- 
pelled to become the butcher of a l^armless 
creature, and the caterer to ravenous vermin. 
The pride of intellect, which glories in the con- 
templation of a large ship, with all its powers 
and resources, its majesty of motion, and its 
«corn of peril, shrmks back upon the soul, when 
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It reflects that all the grandeur of conceptkni 
and capacity of execution displayed in building 
a mansion on the sea, serves but to enable its 
inhabitants to extend suffering and slaughter 
from the surface of the earth to the recesses of 
the deep. Go inhere he will, do what he may, 
interrupted happiness, and torture, death and 
bloodshed, mark the progress and the* actions of 
the human being ; and, while he designates odier 
jSi^imals rapacious and reckless, because they 
take life to satisfy their hunger, he terms him- 
self most* civilized when he sacrifices the exist- 
fuceof myriads to add to his own luxurious 
enjoyments. 

The bear, which kills a seal and devours it to 
maintain his life, is a cruel savage, while tlie 
man who slays thousands, to convert their skin 
into trumpery ornaments; is a p^raise-worthy 
member of society. If we must yield to the 
temptation of exceeding other blood-suckers in 
the destruction ^e commit, let us give to the 
most sparing the praise of the greatest inno- 
cence. 

Abandoning the crapg was the signal for 
pasting loose from the piece of ice, to which the 
l^hip had been made fast during the operation 
of peeling off the blubber, and William and I 
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resigned our boat to ' the hands^ who were de- 
puted to fetch the anchor, and in a short time 
we were cruising among the loose packs for a 
fresh prize. One of our companions had struck 
a fish while we were flinching, and this served 
to increase our hope that we might fall in with 
another before long. In the meanwhile, drams 
were' served out to every one engaged in the late 
labour, and the regular watch being set, the rest 
of the men were sent down below, to recruit 
themselves after their fatigue. 

Two days passed in this pleasing state of ex- 
pectation, without bringing a whale within 
reach ; for, though we had several < loose 
falls,' or pursuits after ^ fishes,^ we could not 
get any of them to * lie' till they were struck. 
In this interval there were likewise occa^onal re* 
cunrences of foggy weather, which interrupted 
our proceedings, but we endeavoiu*ed to make 
ourselves happy with cheering glasses, tales, and 
castles in the air. 

At length. Captain Shafton resolved to quit 
the piece of open water, in which we had been 
maintaining watch for some time, and proposed 
going still further north ; and, as a preparatory 
step, he invited all his friends, from the ships 
still remaining in company, to a farewell ^ mal« 
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lema'vvking^V as the aailors call visiting apd 
carousing in these seas, 

. We had paid several morning calls, and. hod 
beard many merry and witty jests, and amusing 
stories, most of which I carefully noted down ; 
but, unless xhe reader would be content to sail 
mth me through nine or twelve volumies hx 
quarto, he must not expect to find every anec- 
dote, real or romance-like, which I collected 
during my .voyage, set down in the small space 
I have allotted myself. I proposed only to pre- 
sent him with a selection from my note-book and 
my jouraial, and shall deliberate hereafter on the 
propriety of indulging the public with another 
f« dekctusJ" 

. In this party were most of the guests who had 
been present at our last meeting, with a few 
new' ones ; and, after the usual debate on mat- 
ters touching the fishery, reportsx>f ships spoken 
with, conjectures on the future, and regrets of 
the past, I was called upon to resume the story 
of my grandfather, which had been cut short by 
the appearance of the whales. I was urged 
more strenuously by most of my companions to 
continue the narrative, because it was their 
belief that the relation of it had * been lucky,** 
that is, had conduced to the capture of ^ the 
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fishes^ which had been taken after its commence- 
ment ; and though, by landsmen, such ridiculous 
superstition may well be heard with sneers or 
doubts, every one who has sailed on the salt sea 
will recognise a strong feature of a seaman's 
minH in this faith of necromancy. Finding 
myself become as important a personage as an 
old witch or an enchanter, I could not refuse to 
deliver the charm required ; and after those pre- 
liminary observations, on the little interest of 
my story, the badness of the narrator's power of 
description, and other such mock-modest appeals 
to the indulgence of my hearers, I took up the 
thread of mv discourse, as follows. 
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THE GOTH, 



CONTINUED. 



*^ Pebqaps, of all the cities of Europe, Rome 
is the most favourable to the indulgence of re-* 
verie and meditation. Its palace^, its churches^ 
its ruins, the vast and gloomy Campagna by 
-which it is surrounded, even its inactive popula- 
tion, all tend to inspire melancholy thoughts^ 
especially in a man of abstracted and contem* 
plative habits. My grandfather abandoned 
himself with pleasure to his feelings ; he seemed 
as if he had never lived before, and as if he had 
only now discovered the sphere for which he 
was created. In England he had found too 
much detail, in France too much glitter, but in 
Rome all was broad, dignified, and sober. He 
became as much attached to Rome as Nicholas 
Foussin had been, who preferred residing there 
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as a simple individual, to living in France first 
painter to the king. He became a lounger in 
picture galleries and libraries, a doctor of laws 
in the college of the Sapienza, a member of the 
very pastoral society of the Arcadians, and an 
honorary associate of the academy of St. Luke ; 
but it was the country in the vicinity of the 
Eternal City that principally engaged his aiTee- 
tions. 

^^ My grandfather felt all that enthusiasm for 
the Campagna that formerly animated the 
breasts of Pietro Testa and Swanevelt; and, 
perhaps, he as fully deserved the appellation of 
^ the hermit,^ as the latter artist, for he was ac- 
customed to spend days together in his solitary 
walks and meditations. His object, indeed, wae 
not to study landscape as a painter, though be 
was as passionate an admirer of nature as the 
good * hermit' himself; but his principal talent 
lay, jis I have ahready hinted, in architecture. 
I mean that branch of aerial edification called 
castle-building ; and the environs of Rome afford 
as ample materials for the practice of that art, qb 
they do for the study of the more gross and 
palpable art of architecture, in the common aC'* 
ceptation of the term. 

^^ In Rome, my grandfather may be said to 
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have discovered a foundation ready laid for 
many of his astonishing erections, an advantagi^ 
he had before seldom enjoyed. It is amazing 
how easily, while sitting beneath the shade of a 
cypress tree, he rebuilt the Capitol and the 
Forum, assembled the Comitise, mustered con^ 
sular armies, and not only drove the barbarians 
dut of Italy, but re-established and extended the 
bounds of the republic. You must not suppose, 
however, that he loved his favourite haunts alone 
cm account of the somniferous influence they 
shed over his senses; he was, as I have already 
said, a passionate admirer of landscape, and, like 
many others, his thoughts had been turned to- 
wards nature by the study of pictures. 

^ Gaspar Poussin was at that time considered 
to be the first of landscape painters; the 
pictures of Claude were, however, struggling 
hard for the superiority they have since ob- 
tained ; and the admirers of both formed two 
parties, animated by the genuine spirit of parti- 
sans. My grandfather attached himself to the 
grand and simple Poussin, and, from a de^e 
of convincing himself that his favourite was the 
closest imitator of dignified nature, he used to 
frequent the scites that had formerly served as 
studies for the painter, and . spend hours in 
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watching the varied changes of light upon them, 
and when he had discovered an effect resembling 
that of a picture, he felt as if Poussin had 
achieved a novel victory. 

" Perhaps you may smile at this method of 
passing his time, and yet it was more meritorious 
than the idle or vicious course pursued by many 
of his contemporary travellers. If he was not 
acquiring any great degree of information, he 
was certainly indulging in an elegant amuse- 
ment, and one which endangered neither his per- 
son nor his constitution. It was, however, 
accompanied by dangers of another description, 
but these never entered the imagination of my 
grandfather. 

" The environs of Rome have been, at all 
times, infested by a race of people ever on the 
watch to plunder the unwary admirer of the 
picturesque ; fellows who do not attain to the 
dignity of banditti, but who, under pretence of 
being hunters, guides, or any thing else, are 
indeed only prowling about in search of unarmed 
and unprotected victims ; for they are cowardly 
paltry thieves, and only attack those they ima- 
gine they can easily overcome. My grandfather 
had frequently heard of these men, and imagined 
that he had frequently met them, but he was of 
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a fearless disposition) and confident in 
strength ; and, indeed, fais figure betokened so 
much power and resolution, that few men, esp^^ 
ctally thieves, would have had the audacity tor 
attack him ; and, notwithstanding what may be 
said to the contrary, Italian banditti, hkt £i^ 
glish highwaymen, having the fear of a painfiil 
and premature death constantly brfore l^eir 
eyes, and knowing that the hand of every honest 
man is raised against them, become timid, net^ 
▼ous, and easily scared by apparent reststance: 
He was, besides, well armed. A swoard WM 
then a necessary appendage to dress, and,it wa# 
the fashion at Home to wear swords capable ot 
doing service ; a pair of pistols lay very snugly 
at the bottom of the deep pockets contrived in 
the flaps then attached to the waistcoat ; and ia 
his clouded cane was concealed a dirk, or tuok^ 
which might be most effectually used in a ck)90 
encounter. This cane and dirk I must describe 
to you, as it in a great measure led to the ad-^ 
venture I am about to relate. 

<' The cane itself was not veiy remarkable^ 
although it was not of the species at tbat.tims 
commonly used ; tlie colour was somewhat dit* 
ferent, and the gold head, whidi was said to be 
of Asiatic workmanship, in no way lesembkd 
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the common chased top of a fashionable 
European walking stick. The dirk which it 
contained was a Malay creese, with a broad 
serpentine blade, on which were enamelled 
certain fantastic ornaments ; in fact, when I say 
that it was a Malay creese, perhaps I have de- 
scribed it sufficiently, for you may see them in 
their wooden sheaths at the shops of almost all 
the dealers in curiosities — though 1 must- ob- 
serve, that I never saw any others the scabbards 
of which were longer than the daggers they 
contained, and I have always imagined that the 
clouded cane of my grandfather was the addition 
of some Parisian manufacturer of Asiatic ra- 
rities. 

" I have said that my grandfather neither 
feared nor cared for the lurking thieves of the 
Campagna, yet the conduct of one person, whom 
he frequently observed, appeared to him some- 
what singular. He noticed, after a time, that 
this man constantly followed him, or, as it were, 
trod in his footstieps ; if he walked into the open 
country, this self-constituted attendant kept him 
in sight, at perhaps a quarter of a mile distance ; 
if he buried himself in a wood, or among ruins, 
the stranger advanced nearer, so as always to 
have his eye upon him ; and if he penetrated 
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into some close and sequestered retreat, still his 
indefatigable follower watched him through 
some crevice or opening, but always without 
doing any thing that could be construed into an 
indication of attacking or injuring him. 
■ " At first my grandfather could not imagine 
how this fellow always stumbled upon him ; but, 
at length, and by degrees, he discovered that he 
watdied outside his house in the morning, and 
dogged him out of the city when he went to 
walk. 

<' Perhaps of all things the being thus placed 
under a state of surveillance, and garde a vue by 
an Italian he did not know, was to my grand* 
father most painful. He vainly endeavoured to 
discover what the motive of the stranger could 
be, and many a noble castle did he build on the 
foundation furnished by this luckless Roman ; 
bat, whether he was a. political agent, employed 
by the court of London to watch Ais move- 
ments, (for my grandfather, Tory-like, was some- 
what of a Jacobite, and the Pretender then lived 
in Rome) ; whether he was the emissary of some 
jealous husband ; or, Jn fine, what he was, b^ 
Qoald by no means imagine. 

^^ But if this officious satellite gave rise to many 
magnificent cloud-built edifices^ he likewise 
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battered down and utterly dissipated innumer- 
able others ; for the unfortunate architect bad no 
sooner seated himself under some favourite tree, 
and called before him, by virtue of his omnipo- 
tent power, the republican tribes, or harangued 
the Imperial Pretorian bands, or rode triumph- 
ant up the Via Sacra, or discovered an exact 
Gaspar Poussin in the landscape before him, 
tlian tribes, guards, triumphers, and Gaspar 
Poussin, were all put to flight by the approach 
of his tormentor. Caesar, notwithstanding his 
boast of comiug, seeing, and conquering, never 
routed a tenth part of the troops this plaguy 
fellow could utterly annihilate in an instant ; 
fiM* I promise you my grandfather, when he was 
assembling his visionary armies, spared no ex- 
pense of imagination in recruiting, disciplining, 
or equipping them; and it was devilish vexatious, 
that soldiers, who had marched triumphant from 
Britain to the Persian gulph, should vanish like 
dew in the sun, at sight of a shabby peasant, 
who was no more capable of re-establishing the 
Roman Empire, than he was of extinguishing 
Mount Etna. 

" My grandfather longed for an explanation 
with this * curious impertinent ;** but this con- 
summation the tantalizer carefully avoided, gra* 
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dually retreating whenever, my grandfather 
advanced towards him, yet as regularly follow- 
ing him whenever he retraced his steps, as if be 
alternately exerted an attractive and repulave 
influence upon him. It was in vain that he 
sought the most unfrequented places, in order 
to give his disagreeable follower, if he wished to 
take any advantage of him, an opportunity to 
attack him ; he would have run any risk, to 
have had a chance of wreaking his vengeance 
on hjs tormentor; for, being a true Englishman, 
and as jealous of his privacy as a Turk of his 
harem, he longed for nothing so much,-^(after 
the re-establishment of the Roman Empire,) as 
lo belabour soundly the fellow who disturbed 
him so unreasonably, and I can assure you that 
not a day passed btit what, in idea, he pegged, 
and punched, and pummelled him most heartily. 
** Imaginary revenge, however, was all he 
seemed likely to obtain, for the stranger took 
special care never to come near him ; or, if he 
did steal upon him during some of his reveries, 
he scampered oiF with precipitation, directly he 
percdived he was discovered. In this manner 
he hovered around, till my grandfather felt like 
a horse tormented by a gad-fly ; he almost re-' 
solved to leave Rome in disguise, and he pro- 
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bably would have done so, had he not felt an 
insatiable curiosity to discover the person and 
object of his pursuer. While he was meditating 
revenge, endeavouring to penetrate into the 
motives of the stranger, and laying snares to 
entrap him, an event occurred, which I must now 
briefly notice, as it had some share in deciding 
the direction of my grandfather's perambula* 
tions. 

" The banditti of the Campagna were gene- 
rally, as I have hinted, only petty and occasional 
thieves ; but, from some robberies that were now 
committed, it appeared that a large and despe- 
rate gang had established themselves in the vici- 
nity of Rome. Some French travellers had 
been stopped and plundered by several men, 
and a number of persons, wandering about for 
amusement, had been robbed ; but that which 
created the greatest astonishment, was the extra- 
ordinary adventure of an English family. 

** This English party consisted of a gentle- 
man and his sister, a young lady, her companion, 
2yid his servants. They were riding for exercise, 
about four miles from the city, when they were 
suddenly attacked by a large band of robbers. 
The gentleman and his servants stood firm for a 
moment, and fired upon the banditti, while the 
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ladies put spurs to their horses, and fled towards 
Rome. But when the ge&tleman turned to re- 
treat after them, he could not perceive his sister. 
As she had been better mounted than her com- 
panion, who was now at a considerable distance, 
he supposed she had got before her into a place 
of safety ; but when he arrived at his residence 
»he was not there, and the other lady averred, 
that she had missed her almost directly she be- 
gan her flight. The only opinion that could be 
formed was, that she had fallen into an ambus- 
cade. The police, and every other means to 
recover her, were resorted to, but in vain; and a 
communication was opened with the outlaws by 
the mediu^ of a shepherd ; but they denied 
having seen her, although her brother, suppos- 
ing that they kept her back to r^se the price of 
her ransom, desired them to name their own 
terms. 

** Rome is a place where very few events of 
importance occur ; the loss of the English lady, 
therefore, became a matter of infinite conse- 
quence, and the whole city was in a manner 
agitated by her absence ; the rich with astonish- 
ment and alarm, the poor that they might dis- 
cover her, and obtain the reward ofiered for Jier 
by her brother. A vigorous search was instantly 
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set on foot, and the whole country examined 
most carefully ; but, although not a rock, or 
bush, and much less a village, house, or convent, 
was left unvisited, she was not to be found ; and, 
as is usually the case, her extraordinary dis- 
appearance gave rise to the most extravagant 
rumours. 

" My grandfather, of course, partook of the 
curiosity excited by this event, and as he was 
an idle man, he frequently directed his steps 
towards that part of the country where sha had 
last been seen. To say the truth, a half formed 
wish for a little brush with the outlaws excited 
him as much as any other cause, for he was as 
eager to meet an Italian robber as Don Quixote 
was to encounter a giant. 

" It chanced, one day, when he went to walk 
with these very laudable objects in view, that he 
missed the person v/ho had so long obstinately 
followed him. He congratulated himself on his 
absence, and strolled forward with more pleasure 
than usual, till, at length, forgetting both the 
lady and the banditti, he seated himself, during 
the meridian heat, beneath a grove of pines, 
poplars, and oaks, that surrounded and grew out 
of the remains of an ancient edifice. He had 
sunk deeply into one of his customary reveries. 
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when his attention was awakened by the ap- 
pearance of a broad, flat slab of marble, that 
lay exactly beneath his^eye, half buried in moss, 
and in the dust that in a warm cHmate coyera 
every thing; for on it he fancied he could per- 
ceive something resembling an inscription. With 
the curiosity of an unemployed man, he at** 
tempted to decypher the letters, but they were 
totally invisible from age and moss, and, in 
order to clear them, he drew his creese, for he 
hoped by its assistance to be able to trace their 
original forms. 

** Having satisfied himself that he could iK)t 
read them, he again gave himself up to th^ 
enjoyment of his fancy ; and, as he still retained 
his weapon in his hand, be began, as is cqm- 
mon with many persons, when their minds are 
engaged, to scrawl figures over the surface of 
the marble; and, from ancient habit, and al- 
most in&tinctively, he traced a circle, and sur- 
rounded it with a number of ma^cal characters. 
He had scratched the principles, if I may so call 
them, of a mo&t formidable incantation, when 
he was alarmed by a slight noise among the 
bushes behind him, and upon starting up he 
beheld his unknown tormentor, earnestly gazing 
at him. 
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*' The moment the stranger saw he was dis- 
covered, he attempted to fly; but my grand- 
father, extending his creese, rushed upon him, 
and ordered him to stop ; and, to his astonish- 
ment, he stood as if suddenly transfixed to the 
earth. His hair erected itself on his head, his 
features turned pale, large drops of sweat rolled 
down his face, he trembled fearfully, and vainly 
endeavoured to articulate. My grandfather in- 
stantly seized him, although he was extremely 
astonished at this sudden alteration; for, pre- 
viously, his tormentor had been remarkably 
active ; and the stranger, with a violent effort, 
at length contrived to entreat him to disenchant 
him, and not to sacrifice him. 

*' My grandfather instantly comprehended 
the reason of the sudden fascination that had 
overwhelmed his late inquisitive observer; he 
had been watching the progress of the scrawl, 
and imagined it was a spell to entangle him ; 
and he felt a pleasant revenge in the tortures 
he now seemed to suffer. His belief, also, fur- 
nished an excellent opportunity to learn who and 
what he was, and my grandfather was not slow 
to avail himself of it. He blustered forth an 
immense number of magical and astrological de- 
nunciations, and ordered the stranger to make a 

VOL. II. M 
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full confeasioB^.uiict^E pain .o£ beuig trealed \nth 
all.tfae.'Sey<erity of his art- 

'< Tbe unlucky spy seemed hsfipy lamabsaU* 
peaces he puUed off a vast pair ci£ false musta^ 
cbio% that.ooveced half his visage^ aad exbihitodi 
the fbaiures^ o£ a. person my gpnndfalhei:- hadr 
ofleQ seeDi and to whom h» had'Sometiisei^t 
apohsHf as; the nephew, of his landlady. H^.ha4 
some difficulty to restrajn. Li& lai^htei. at^ tbta, 
disoovery.; he did reatcaiait, how&fevf for» be 
WAS aware that any indulg^ice of has^ risjilrili^Jf^ 
would break the. charm ithat bound his. vkftim^ 
and> knitting his brows^ he again, ordered bim 
to exjdain why he had fcdbwed hioif so. pertif 
naciously. It would takeup too'niuck.tiiQititii^ 
repeat the conversa^on that eufiued9 the; avhr 
sitance of whidi waa as follows ; 

^^ It is by no nieaps an unoomman opioiQa 
among the Italians of all ranks, that' the Gothl- 
and other nations, who sacked the. ancient eily 
of Rome, not being able to carry off all tbeJr 
plunder, buried portions of it ia and about thwt 
m^ropolis. It is, alsa imagined, that those who 
concealed them, transmiiled to their descendants 
in£)rmation of. the places where they were^hid- 
den, and many, who should be better iitfeffm^ 
have grftYely i^dated instances of G^tfas^ (tbat 
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is the deseendaHts of ancient Goths,) recover- 
ing treasures in the neighbourhood of Rome, 
which had been hidden by their ancestors a 
thousand years before. So widely is this opi- 
nion disseminated, that a curious stranger from 
the north is always observed with the greatest 
attention by the peasants and shepherds of the 
Campagna; and if he chance to regard any 
object with particular attention, these people 
immediately imagine that he is reconnoitring 
a place where valuables are concealed, and they 
seldom fail to dig and search in every way 
after he is gone, though the enterprize is al- 
ways attended by considerable risk, as the laws 
forbid any investigation of the kind to be made, 
without permission of the stale, and of the 
owners of the soil, between whom all disco- 
vered treasures, whether of the precious me- 
t^s, or of the still more precious arts of anti« 
quity, are divided. As you may suppose, the 
peasants who seek for these imaginary trea- 
sures are generally disappointed, but disap- 
pointment does not convince them that their 
search was not well founded. They suspect 
that certain evil spirits have taken possession 
of the treasures, and concealed them from the 
eyes of all who are not gifted with power to 

M 2 
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controul them, which power they suppose to 
be possessed generally by the Goths above-men- 
tioned.* It is singular how long evil spirits 
have been supposed' to watch over hidden trea^- 
sure. Perhaps one of the most ancient super- 
stitions with which we are acquainted is, that 
concealed riches are guarded by dragons, and 
a dragon was readily converted, after the Chris- 
tian era, into a fiend. > 
** You may now perceive how exactly my 
grandfather answered the idea the Romans en- 
tertain of a * Goth,' come to seek for the trea- 
sures secreted by his predatory ancestors. He 
was a native of the north — ^he was a solitary 
wanderer in unfrequented places, and, above 
all, he was a magician ; for his former tormen- 
tor confessed, that he had first formed the idea 

* The ignorant, who reside near- ruins, in all places, 
generally imagine that treasures are concealed in them, 
and that curious strangers, who inspect them, come jrith 
intent to discover concealed valuables. This is particu- 
larly the case in the East, as may be learnt from various 
travelers, especially Belzoni ; but the belief also exists \« 
England. The idea that treasures were hidden about R01B&. 
tasBms to have been very ancient. There is a curious stco-y^ 
:i^hich hinges on this opinion, in the tale of the Seveii 
Sages, in the metrical romances published by Weber, others 
ip the Gesta Komahorum, &c. 
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of following him from having discovered some 
treatises on magic and astrology in his cham- 
ber, to which, as nephew to the proprietor of 
the house in which he lodged, he had access. 

" You will, perhaps, hardly believe that 
this spy imagined that my grandfather had en- 
chanted him; nevertheless, such was the case ; 
the magic circle, and the serpentine-bladed 
creese, had totally overpowered his senses. But, 
after all, it is not so extraordinary that an un- 
taught Roman should believe in magic, as that 
well-educated men in the city of London, the 
metropolis of the human intellect, should put 
faith in conjurors ; yet I have known many 
who were blindly led by those impostors, and 
I have been intimate with an astrologer, to 
whom resorted numbers in secret, who openly 
affected to despise every species of superstition. 

'* The detail given by the enchanted Roman 
oflEered a curious opportunity to my grandfather 
to study those workings of the human mind he 
loved so well. He determined to avail himself 
of it, and he hinted to his former satellite, that 
though the immediate object of his researches 
- was not the discovery of hidden treasure, still 
that, by his art, he was able to find where va- 
. luable property was concealed, and that as for 
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die spirits who watched over it, he valued th^m 
not a rotten medlar, they would fly, he said, 
4)efore his magical sword, (that.lsj'his oreese,) 
Kke chaff before the flail of the thresher ; but 
he added, that, with all his powar^ it would be 
necessary to have assistants, because labour was 
absolutely requisite to refmove the earth, aftfer 
the place waa >indicatedj and thd spirits put 'to 
the rout. 

*' All difficulties of this kind ware 'easily met 
by the Roman, who had been a treasure^eeker all 
lus days, and ^o was well acquainted with mao^ 
•others similarly inclined, one of whom was a 
.captain .of banditti, of whom he i^poke in ihe 
j^ghest terms, describing fiim as a most use- 
ful jnan, inasmuch as his followers could -keep 
idl inquiative ^people, efifpeoially the bargcdk) 
and^hb slnrri, M a c&tance, white the work ^Utas 
^•gQing on. 

ccufy .grandfiiAierj who loved an adventitee 
out of the common ii:aek, wjffiagly i^raed to 
take'Uppn bimsdf tbe mtpeniatural ^psat <xf -Ae 
^business, ^provided the Bomanwoifld procure fibe 
^haman as^sUince that might ^^eoessary ; (and 
tfiese new i^d sudd^ aUies riiiimediatiely sepa- 
rated, the Englishlnan to consider tthe cfaame- 
ter he liad agreed to pecfonn, ^md the Bomain 



io aeek his ^ captain of banditti, and inlbnn liiin 
of the valuable colleague be had obtained. 

^* As my. grandfather had resolved to carry 
(In with spirit the entecpriae in which he had 
embarked, he set to work, according to the 
rules ' of magio, to discover where treasure was 
secreted, and, somewhat to his own astonish- 
ment) the little wood in wluch he had that day 
met the young Roman, was clearly indicated 
iQ him. He tried the point astrologically, by 
•asking a horary question, but the answer w^ 
hx the affirmative, and, accordingly, there he 
resolved <to make his essay. Certainly, the 
place seemed favourable to nmilar Tesearebes : 
these were remains of ancient buildings, shew- 
ing it had once been inhabited, and aged trees, 
ptovivg that the ground had not been remo^^ 
for oaoany caituries ; points always consideEed 
hy those who undertake (legally) to seacdi 
for concealed antiquides.; so tiiat, setting aside 
^uy ^her consideration, the q)ot promised to 
answer better ihan any other within his know- 
ledge. 

<^At an early hour on the icdlowing morning, 
the Roman aroused my grandfather, telling 
him that the banditti-chief was waiting for him 
in aigrotto^ at no gceat distance &om tbe city. 
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f^od he Aoeordiogly sallied fortJh^ ourymg^^fa 
\^ffi 9,r hook of €gu>rcisitis» and c^her magbd 
];^eipta; but oot forgettiog his w^eafionS) iand 
.e^ipedalljr hij5 astonishing clouded cane$ whiefe 
hi/^ Roman friend mistook for a magical ymvd. 
.Jie soon arrived at the grotto, an an<aent vault, 
the entrance to which was concealed by tree» 
and underwood, and here he found the capti£%' 
.together with several of his gang. > ' 

/r My grandfather often confessed, that, when. 
;he first saw himself surrounded by this disaci^iit»: 
and. desperate crew, and ^itirely out df ^tie 
rwt of human aid, he be^n to suspect Aat Ae; 
was the dupe, of an artful contrivance, and ibai'? 
-he. felt, strongly inclined to use his serpeiltme^jl 
bl/|ded. creese for other purposes than deafing' 
with spirits. He instantly perceived, how^oven,}! 
frpm the reverence with which he was treated^/t 
that they all regarded him as a supernatural' »<. 
being, and? far from meditating any plot against.] 
iiin^ they looked uppn him as one who hald 'j 
th^r destinies Jn his power, and who oould 691^^; 
chant them whenever he pleased* . ^ .• - 

^/ He, therefor^ aasumed the magician, put eo * 
an^ astpoislnng.^air of importance, talked inao^ 
unmteUigible manner, interlarding his discM^e^^ 
,with necromantic terms, and made JBofearfnLaii •! 
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impression on all around, that they drew back 
with horror whenever he approached them, as if 
he had been actually a fiend ; and, indeed, he 
heard some of his companions whisper each 
other, that he could be no less than the demon, 
(I forget which,) who has the controul of hidden 
treasures. In fact, when you consider his vast 
size and proportion, his deep voice, his resolute 
air, his mysterious jargon, and the superstitions 
of his associates, you cannot wonder at the de- 
lusion. 

** My grandfather, who knew that, as long as 
they retained that opinion of him, he incurred 
no danger from them, resolved to act the fiend ; 
he talked alternately in mysterious, violent, and 
incoherent language, hectored the captain, the 
Roman, and the thieves, as if beings of an in- 
ferior species ; and, from time to time, vented 
some genuine English oaths, literally translated 
into Italian, which to his auditors, sounded like 
nothing else than the blasphemies of hell. At 
length, when he had made a sufficient impres- 
sion on the minds of his companions, he drew 
aside the captain and the young Roman, and 
proceeded to business ; that is, to discuss the 
propriety of digging in the place he had deter- 
mined to explore. 

M 3 
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unable to bind the €vil spirits, have liert^ 
qpellsy wberdbj they .poetend to diaeovtit the 
{daces vheve TahiaUe ^^^c^rty is ecmoealed^ ^ead 
the ««pta«i United ^ wish to have recdmte 4b 
them. My groodfatfaer «it«6 nnxioiis to 'witness 
ibis eeve^Moyy fUhough it was not his cue to 
pretend to eare about it ; be, therefore, rq)!ied 
indifferently, that the captain might do iHS he 
pleased, and accoi^dingly aeoonipaiued him an|i 
the young Roman to a little inn, where thle 
Italian charjn was to be efieeted. 

^ They all proceeded into a rootn, the wmd<^s 
of which the captain earefnllyickeed, and4heD 
sending for a Ikttle boy, the son of A& host, he 
rubbed the inside <^ his hand with a bkck com- 
position, and, after wbisperuig ^sorae woids in 
his ear, be desired him to look into hk hand, and 
say what he saw there* The chiU obeyed, and 
instantly fell into a vic^ent fit of tremblings 
turned pale, and gazed as if he beheld some un- 
expected and unearthly Tision; yet he answered 
with bddness. ' I see a very tall man,^ said he, 
^ who is leading two others, of a Smaller size, by 
torch-light, into a wood of oaks, pines, add pep> 
lars, near an ancient building.^ " 

^* This speech made a powerful impreeoon on 



«iy.gmndfatIicv,»aDd osade faah mcuftaUy .alnost 
change situations tdth die outlaw; for he now 
imagined that the captain could be Httle less 
thana^magidan, while be knew himself to foe a 
«iere pretender. It teemed, indeed, as it th^ 
boy alluded to hiia and his two companions, 
and pobted out the place he widied them to 
excavate ; he, ther^ore, listened with profound 
Mtenticna, while the speaker continued. 

** * The tall man points to a stcme, on wbieh 
is marked im inscription, that hfts been lately 
cleared out, tc^ether mih a circle, and some 
eharaders, that I do not understand, and now 
there are a great many m^en trying to lift it— 
They cannot lift it. Yes, now the tall man 
throws it over, and direcdy beneath lies a statue 
without a head.^ 

" * What else, boy ?' cried the captain im- 
patiently* 

** * They are digging,' muttered the youth. 

* Now they come to the top of a vault*— they 
break through it— and I can see riches— trea- 
sures — but stay V 

** * Is there any thing more, boy?' exclaimed 
the captain with eagerness. 

" ' There seems more yet,' cried the youth, 

* but — ^now it is gone!' He started, and ap- 
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peored suddenly to revtre Si&m Mt fit of iiN|Hmk 
tion, to jecover his usual appeataaee, and to 
recognise those about him. ^ 

■ ^ The captain now declared that the s^ftrit id 
^vophecy bad left him, and rewarded and dis- 
pissed him, observing, as my .grandfather had 
already thought, that the boy had pointed out 
tht very spot he had indicated ; and addiBg, 
what my grandfather doubted extremely, that 
they should certainly discover an immense trea- 
sure. So 'certain, indeed, was the outlaw of 
success, that he set no bounds to .his joy, or'to 
the Inspect he paid his English associate. He 
iiuiisted upon treating him with the best pro^- 
visions and liquor the house a£Pbrded, and he 
seemed really to doubt whether he was a mere 
magician or the devil himself. 

** My grandfather, as you may suppose, took 
care not to tell the banditto that he thought him 
the greatest ma^cian of the two ; he distinctly 
Udd him, however, that he had not the honour 
to be the devil, and to prove that he did not 
know every thing, as Beelzebub would h^ve 
done, he inquired concerning the English lady 
who was missing. 

^ The captain acknowledged that it was his 
band that had attacked the party, but be esD* 
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pressed unfeigned astonishment to hear that the 
lady was lost. 

*' * I saw her one moment,* said he, * and 
missed her the next ; but as I had turned my 
eyes after the cavalier, I supposed she had 
taken another path ; and so I suppose still, for, 
certainly, she is not in my hands, and in all 
probability she made for some of the distant 
towns, and has no: yet been able to commu- 
nicate with her friends.' 

" My grandfather hinted, or rather openly 
declared, his doubts of the truth of this state- 
ment; but the banditto settled the affair by 
saying, ' that if he had had the luck to possess 
himself of the lady, her friends would have 
known of it immediately. The English travel- 
lers are rich,' said he, * and her ransom would 
have been a fortune to me. You know,' added 
he, * that I trade in prisoners, as you English 
trade in slaves ; the only difference is, that I sell 
my prisoners back to their relations, whereas 
you seU your slaves to unfeeling planters, who 
only consider them as beasts of burden ; so that, 
I think, the difference is in my favour.' 

" My grandfather did not just then feel him- 
self able to produce any arguments, to convince 
the outlaw that there was a difference between 
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her relations, and a black from h& fafiafy ; lie 
>tlaerefanr8iiffiared 1dm to roiatn'tbe gMd^mion 
ifae had of himself, saBtfafied, ftom ^vh«t htiMi 
iiaid, that lie kne^lr nothiag of th^ 4Jbsf6tit kdly. 
/ ^< The €wmmg ^WKfw ^afifmmbhdi^ -mA ^die 
ttlnve principal treasard»se^(ers re^l^«med to die 
^9mit, to prepare their asnstatits for the «fiter- 
fniae; and ms li€fSMt is always a&'fexd&Hent ^ilp- 
port under spiritual as we& as-othi^ undertaking, 
tfaegr tODk care that t}ie banditti should -drink 
'tfttMigh to give tbem spirit to ^ntotttiter €be 'de- 
mons who guiRtded the treasure which lihey 
oiteiided to discover. Bvery thkig was quitskly 
acranged, and no sooiier did the stars begin to 
twinkle Ivom ihe cloudleBs >sky of Italy, than^ the 
mhole band silentiy and slowly qukted the vault, 
land, crossiog the Campagna ki small pardes, 
modeevoused m the^mall wood, near the andait 
building. 

^ As all tb^e robbers maintaiti^ species of 
odilitary diseipline, seetinds were net <dkily posted 
TOund the wood, but one or two of the banditti 
were even, placed in the open country, to givein- 
fimnation, should any dmgerous party approach, 
0r to seaee away any inquisitive shepherd, gt 
paaaant^ who might be tonpted by euricsity 
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tD «xatmne the praceedingt c£ the treasnie- 
teekers. 

*^ And now, every thing beiag prepared, the 
workmen lighted a torch, that they might kise 
QGthing in the darknem, and tn a few instants 
the wood re-echoed with the Uowb of the pickaxe 
a»id the cpade. In a flhort time the w(»'kmen 
hdd cleared the earth and ruins away from the 
odes of the flat stone, whic;h my gvandfather had 
previotn^y examined, and all hands crowded 
SKnind; the labourers to raise the prostrate 
marble with levers, the captain and the young 
Roman to see what was beneath, and my grand- 
father to observe the different feelings depicted 
in the countenanoes of all employed. 

'^ A considerable time elapsed before they 
could get sufficient purchase npcm the stone to 
lift it from the earth, and wheki they did succeed, 
and had elevated it to some height, one of the 
handspikes suddenly snapped, and it again fell 
into its original position. ' The demon holds 
it tightly down/ exclaimed the captain : ^ you 
know, sir stranger,' he continued, addressing my 
grandfather, * that you only can raise it.' 

" * I know that very well,' replied the pre- 
tended magician, who had been closely observ- 
ing the resistance of the marble, and who saw 
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that very Ikde more foree thas had : te^iT; 
hitherto employed, would be sufBcieot to imsf^ 
it; ^ give ine a lever,* and with these woc^s he 
flourished his ma^cal creese,^ after the Koatio^. 
of the most approved masters of the art of cob- 
juratioQ, whose exhibitions he had.witnessf)d> 
and struck it on the stone, muttering exoreisan^ 
in Latin, Italian, Englbh,; and gibberish. He * 
then dashed in among the workmen^ seized a 
long bar of iron, and adding his great strei^h: . 
to the force already employed, the ixmrble was x 
fiEurly lifted on its side, and tlien thrown over on 
its. bark. * ^ 

^' A shout of joy and astonishment^ which even 
the n^essity of silence and secrecy could^iyit/ 
oontroul, burst frc^n all the Italians,, wh^ijisn*':' 
mediately beneath the stone they had jremoved^' ■ 
th&j perceived a statue, without a head. My 
grandfather himself was as. much surprised .aa - 
any ooe^ but he knew that, to keep up hia chii-^' - 
racter, he must appear surprised at notbidtig. « • 
He, therefore, looked oooUy into the jit, whioh. * 
the- banditti were now forming, and pero^ived, ." 
ampng the earth and rubbish they threw out,; 
the, remains of a skuU, and seme other botiesoC >/ 
a Uuman .skeletx)n» and it instantly struck him^ - 
that JbeJaad now an opportuoity to impo^ still r. 
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further on his companions a belief in his super- 
natural attainments. 

*^ * Do you know whose skull this is ?' said he, 
stooping and taking it up in his hand. 

" Every one drew back with terror, for accus- 
tomed, as they were, to scenes of blood and 
horror, all their callous feelings were excited, 
and all their superstitions called into action, by 
the sight of a relic of mortality in the hands 
of a being of whom they entertained such fear- 
ful prejudices. 1 have . often heard my grand- 
father describe the scene, at this period, as one 
of the most wild and picturesque he had ever 
beheld or imagined. The fierce, yet expressive 
features of the banditti — some half buried in 
the cave— some eagerly standing on the brink — 
the anxiety of the captain ~-^he half-inquisi- 
tive, half-terrified glance of the young Roman 
— the dresses, the arms, the tools of the outlaws — 
all partially illuminated, partially enshadowed, 
by the red gleam of the torch, and the dark 
back-ground of trees and desolate ruins, formed 
an assemblage and effect singularly novel and 
romantic. I can conceive the appearance it 
would have had to a spectator, not actually 
engaged in the group, and when I suppose the 
tall figure of my grandfather, his creese in one 
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haaid, and a dkiiU in the other, forming. a prin- 
cipal object, on which th«. looks of all imk 
.directed, I feel* sensible -that, ^eittmordiiuay as 
the scene tCppeAred to him, he^idndteeewMsmah 
af its beatity 4IB anothcfr might have done, who 
litood at a little distance. No one, <xf aoane, 
icould tell to whom 4he ebtlU had belonged, and 
my gnSadfather, after recti vingan^ameianmer 
iiom several, Jto whom lie ^partioularLy.^pntlife 
question, MSMned « myatevious look, and tt- 
^laimed, ^ Then I can. This was the fSkuU^tff 
4lse workman ^who made the vault ^tre >{Aiatl 
^qirickty leadi.; when he had ifiniriied iA hi- 
tboor, and nked ibr his hire, his employer itow 
ilum, and lunried (iiim hete, ^that he 'm%bt'4iDt 
'betniy theaMcret Bver after, at**ffiidiiight,'^ 
-appeared io Us anurdercs^ a»d, stretohini^tnitrhis 
ddaody lumd, demandediiis rewaid*' ^ 

^ J!bMl ^hat beoame^of 'the 'Gfotb *wfao Ic&fed 
hmi?' jnqniied die yomxg iihmmn, «roaMia!g 
anfth ontfidsitjr and tertor. 

^ They dtq; a pit fbr Mm in ]ieU,' wpHttd 
nsy graadfiidier, ^^here^he nicdpt ascanrfufty 
to he Aiepb ins gold. Marry^ ^Sir, h&*d^MslKot 
iie^ quite ao eoid ! ibr, I granft yon, liie^ifiva -is 
aomswibat of the hottest.' 

'^ Ab my gnmd&i&er emududed^tfane wsrib. 
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he ^w, amid the rubbish that was still being 
titrown out, objects that might have tended to 
throw a doubt on the truth of the little anecdote 
h6 had just been inventing. Almost every 
jq»ideful of matter contained parts of human 
skeletons, broken wea^ns, armour, >ashes, and 
iremains of metallic substances, apparently half 
melted by a violent heat. From all these ap- 
pearances, and from a variety of other circum- 
«ta<)ces that I -cannot point out to you, he ima- 
gined that the ancient building, on the scite of 
which he stood, had been at some time stormod 
and burnt, and that the remains he saw were 
the rdics of those slmn in the assault. Goth 
and . Boman, thought he, here lie mingled in 
the vuin they themselves have made, and nut 
ioaeof those fierce beings, who fought to up- 
hold or destroy the mightiest city in the uni- 
verse, can now grasp the swords that yet lie 
mibki their hands, to prevent a ru£Banly out- 
law from disturbing their rest, or an English 
impostor from fabricating anecdotes of them. 

^ But this was no time for similar reflections. 
Raising his voice, he pointed out what he ob- 
served to the captain, hinting to him, in a mys- 
terious manner, that they were the remains of 
victims sacrificed to the demim, by the Gotk 
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who concealed the treasure^ and buried there 
to prevent any but those who^ like himself^ were 
gifted with superhuman powers, from opening 
the ground; and, as he said these words, he 
threw from him, the skull which he had hithoto 
held in his hand, uttering what he intended 
should be a fiendish laugh, as it rattled among 
the trees. ... 

• " Ridiculous as this may appear to you, it 
had a powerful effect on all around ; it just 
suited the time, place, and circumstances, of the 
case, and confirmed the opinion the robbers 
already entertained of the supernatural know^ 
ledge of their associate. I have often asked 
iny grandfather whether, while he was inspir- 
ing the banditti with terror, he did not feel 
some alarm on his own account, for be could 
hot but imagine that the adventure would ter- 
minate in disappointment, and he had certainly 
tnuch to fear from the anger of his companions,^ 
when they found that he had been deluding them ^ 
but he assured me thiat, far from entertaining 
any alarm as to the event, he felt animated hj 
the same passion for exploring the cava as ike 
banditti, and, although he never would con- 
fess it, I have always suspected that he half be^ 
lieved the magical indications that had pointed 
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it out to him. Of this I am certain, that, on 
whatever grounds he formed his opinion, he felt 
all that confidence in himself, and in his own 
fortune and success, that seems originally to 
have animated Marius and Sylla, and that was 
so unequivocally displayed by Caesar, in his 
famous address to the pilot, who fancied his 
ship was sinking — Quid times ? Caesarem vehis. 

" But, however great his confidence in his 
own luck or conduct, he was extremely happy 
when, after digging to the depth of perhaps ten 
feet, the workmen actually came to the crown 
of an arch, formed of those large bricks where- 
with the Romans were accustomed to build. 

*• The labourers now halted for a moment to 
refresh, for the violence with which they had 
hitherto worked had exhausted them ; but, after 
a few moments, during which . they recruited 
their forces with wine, curiosity, expectation, 
and avarice overcame every other feeling, and 
all hands resumed their implements, to break 
through the vault. The captain himself jumped 
into the pit, and seized a pickaxe, and my grand- 
father remarked that his hands trembled so ex- 
cessively with agitation, arising from the hope 
of speedily enriching himself, and, perhaps, with 
terror of the being with whom he imagined he 
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had. oooneoted himself^ that Be ooidd scanoriy^ 
strike a blow* . 

" There were others^ however, whose ncrve»* 
were stranger, or whose imnds were more aal<^ 
lous. These redoubled their exertions, as they^ 
imagined they were now on the point of termi^. 
nation. The very wood re-echoed with their 
sirokes, the vault seemed to groan portentously^ 
and long heavy murmurs seemed to run be« 
neath the surface of the earth, as if the dead, 
who slumbered below, were slowly awakemn^ 
from their deep sleep of death, and' expresaiBg' 
their dissatisfaction at the impious beings that 
aroused them. 

** For a long time, the solid arch resisted every 
attempt to perforate-it ; bat, at length, a violent 
blow {rom one of the workmen dashed out a 
brick, which seemed to fall into a vast and 
gloomy ^ souterrain below ; another desperate 
efibrt drove in a large fragment of masonry; in 
an instant, a oonsideraUe portion of the arch, 
being no longer kept in equilibrium, gave way,* 
and precipitated several of the w<N:kmen, and 
the captain who held the torch, to the bottom-of 
the abyss. A fearful se^ie of confusion ensued, 
for all were involved in darkness, the light" 
having been extinguished in the fall. Those 
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bdbw 9 ignorant of their situation, and, of course, 
imagining their danger infinitely greater than it 
really was, called loudly for help from above, 
wliile those above cried out for the torch, or ran 
confusedly about, jostling each other in the dark, 
in their endeavours to procure another light. 
Some screamed out that they were betrayed, 
others exclaimed incoherently of evil spirits ; for, 
amid all their terror, they were consistent in 
their belief that the sinking of the vault was a 
contrivance of the demons who guarded the 
treasure. The cries of those who were only 
alarmed, the groans of those who were bruised, 
or otherwise injured, the hurry, the bustle, the 
confusion of the scene, produced an effect even 
on my grandfather, who was unquestionably the 
ooolest of the whole party, and would have 
created an alarm any where but in the wide and 
desolate Campagna ; as it was, it only brought 
in the outposts, who imagined that something 
serious liad happened to the captain and the rest 
of the troop. 

^^ My grandfather was^ as I have said, the 
coolest of the party ; he recollected where some 
Gftber torches had been deposited, and he lighted 
one of them by rubbing it over with gunpowder, 
and snapping an unloaded pistol upon it ; and. 
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a» a proof *<}f. his coHfedediieBs, I cannot IM 
niontjiOiir that he borrowed the pistol from onetif 
tke^bandkti, and drew the charge, because he - 
would not disarm bimsetf by using one 6( hik 
owi^.nor add to the disturbance, by firing that *^ 
heJud borrowed. Having thus procured a Hght;^ 
he proceeded to the edge of the pit, and per- 
caved that the captain and his companions had 
sunk down, perhaps, twenty feet, below the arch- 
thuDugh which they had fallen, and that difey*' 
were now standing together on what appeitredf 
to br the floor of a vault of considerable mi^i- 
tude. '# 

.^^ Among the material's for excavating, ropct 
had.fiot been forgotten. One was instantly em-^ ' 
ployed, to let down a torch to the unhieky 
miners, and my grandfather, having made it fast' 
round the body o! a tree, descended by its aid,'' 
and joined the captain* He now perceived tfai^ 
th^yhad penetrated into one of those caverns, 
or catacombs, as they are termed, that were 
used at one period in Italy as deposit(»ies fer 
thevdead. It was a large vault, cut in the stone 
wUbdi generally lies beneath the surface of the ^ 
Campagna ; the roof being, with the exception 
of the arch throiigh which they had broken, ^ 
formed of the same material. Along the sides 
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were disposed ranges of those smaller caverns, 
called columbarii, from their resemblance to 
pigeon holes in a dove-cot, and the greater part 
of them were filled with tombs, each containing 
a skeleton ; and at one end of the vault, raiaed 
upon a pedestal, stood a large sculptured sarco- 
phagus. Upon examining all the events of the 
evening, and recollecting the predictions of the 
little boy, my grandfather, as he has often con- 
fessed, began, like the Romans, to suppose he 
had been inspired. 

** As soon as all parties had collected their 
senses a little, they began an inquisition into the 
cwtents of the tombs; not in the hasty and 
tumultuous manner of men who had suddenly 
made an unexpected dsscovery, but with all the 
r^ularity and caution of men sensible they were 
under the guidance of a person who would not 
mislead them. My grandfather, who felt, per- 
haps, the most astonished of the whole, and who 
was probably the only one who was astonished 
at the success that had hitherto attended his imr 
posture, likewise began to make researches ; for 
a single glance convinced him that a strange 
degree of confusion had at some time prevailed 
within this eatacomb. The floor was strewed 
with the relics of ancient linen, furniture, and 
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articles of Talue; two or three skeletons ky 
locked together on the floor^ in one corner of 
the place ; several others lay on the ground, in 
di^lbrent situations; and near the first group 
were scattered several others, evidently those of 
diildten. 

** While the banditti were examining the 
tombs in the cdlumbarii, a work which, from 
their weight and difficulty of access, w^it on hut 
slowly, my grandfather, the captain, and the 
young Roman, proceeded to the sarcophagus at 
the end of the vault. After considerable labour 
they succeeded in detaching the cover ; and then, 
indeed, a sight met their eyes which astonished 
them all. It was hterally filled with coined 
gold and medals, jewels, engraved stones, and 
gems, male and female ornaments, g<Ad drink- 
ing vessels, and, in short, with all the valuables 
that might have been at one time either for use 
or ornament in the family of a noble Roman ; 
and as some of the coins were of the ragn of 
Honorius, and perfectly fresb, they were sup- 
posed to have been ccmcealed when Rome, 
daring the reign of that emperor, was taken by 
Alaric. 

^ Tins suppo^tion also acoounted for the im* 
intombed skeletons, and the remnants of property 
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that strewed the floor ; they had belonged, no 
doubt, to some of the family of the owners of 
the place, and had been concealed within the 
catacomb during the irruption of the barbarians ; 
but they never had been liberated, probably 
owing to the death of those who possessed the 
secret of their retreat. From every circunistance 
it was evident, that the building above had been 
a tomb, or mausoleum, and that, at some time, 
it had been assaulted and destroyed, (and, 
indeed, many ancient tombs in the vicinity of 
Rome were, in tumultuous times, converted into 
castles, one of which, that of St. Angelo, still 
exists ;) it was most likely, therefore, that those 
who knew of the hidden treasures had perished 
in defending them, and that their bones were 
those which had been thrown out by the robbers, 
in making the excavation. 

'* While these thoughts were passing through 
the mind of my grandfather, it occurred to him, 
that the arch through which he had entered 
could not be the only entrance to the vault, and, 
upon examination, he found that a tomb in one 
of the columbarii concealed a passage. He 
pointed this out to the captain, and expressed a 
wish to explore it, and the banditto ordered some 
of his followers to accompany him. 
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hand, And ^ dkiill in 4h£ other, forimngi&fmii- 
49pal object, on which the looks of all m^me 
^dirooted} I feel^aeniible that, lexttsordinacry as 
the scene $^peAved to him, he dlid-ndt'0e6(«o4Di]iih 
«f its beaiity^iB anothc(r might have done, who 
Utood At iSL little distance. No one, ef .coane, 
icould tell to whom 4he sbtiU had belonged, and 
my gnUidfatber, after raoeiviBga.negatkeiamniar 
4tom several, to whom 'be .paftioularly.^patlibe 
<{iiestion, MMtmed 4i mystevioiu look, "and 0h- 
^daimed, ^ Then I isan. This was the #kiill ^df 
4he workman '«bo made the vault me -dttll 
'^piickty vaadi ; when he bad iflniriied lib ln- 
tbomr, and nked ibr bia hire, hfe amployer etew 
Jblm, -mad Imried tiitm hete, that he might fnot 
(iKteiy the ."secret B^rar after, at**imdifight,'4ie 
^appearedio bis anurfteeeE, aatd, 8tretohhi|^tnitrbis 
ddeody hand, demandediiis rewani^ r- 

^^ JUdL^hat beeame^of ttbe^Gotb *wfao bitted 
imn?' (faiqniiefl the yeong Boman, tntdkUttg 
mfth cmddaity and teivor. 

^ Tbey dog a |nt for bfaH bi beU,' Yepfod 
ii0f grand£tfier, ^^beve he ialcdftt as'ttMfuily 
to lie ;kept bis gold. Marry, Qky he*dtimWait 
iie^quite bdcooI 1 tfor, I grant yon, Ibe^ivft is 
ednewbat of the hottest.' 

'^ As my gnmdfatber eonelttded^tbeie woMs, 
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he Haw, amid the rubbish that was still being 
tiirown out, objects that might have tended to 
dirow a doubt on the truth of the little anecdote 
h^ had just been inventing. Almost every 
spadeful of matter contained parts of human 
skeletons, broken wea^ns, armour, 'ashes, and 
remains of metallic substances, apparently half 
melted by a violent heat. From all these ap- 
peamnces, and from a variety of other circum« 
stances that I cannot point out to you, he imo- 
>gined that the ancient building, on the scite of 
which he stood, had been at some time stormed 
and burnt, and that the remains he saw were 
the relics of those slain in the assault. Goth 
and . Roman, thought he, here lie mingled in 
the niin they themselves have made, and not 
4iae.of those fierce beings, who fought to up- 
hold or destroy the mightiest city in the uni- 
verse, can now grasp the swords that yet lie 
within their hands, to prevent a ruffianly out- 
law from disturbing their rest, or an English 
impostor from fabricating anecdotes of them. 

^ But this was no time for similar reflections. 
Raising his voice, he pointed out what he ob- 
served to the captain, hinting to him, in a mys- 
terious manner, that they were the remains of 
victims sacrificed to the demon, by the Goth 
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who concealed the treasure^ and buried there 
to prevent any but those who^ like himself, were 
gifted with superhuman powers, from opemng 
the ground; and, as he said these words, he 
threw from him, the skull which he had hitherto 
held in his hand, uttering what he intended 
should be a fiendish laugh, as it rattled among^ 
the trees. 

- ^^ Ridiculous as this may appear to you, it 
had a powerful efiect on all around ; it just 
suited the time, place, and circumstances, of the 
case, and confirmed the opinion the robbera 
already entertained of the supernia,tural knowr 
ledge of their associate. I have often aske4 
my grandfather whether, while he was inspir- 
ing the banditti with terror, he did not feel 
some alarm on his own account, for he could 
not but imagine that the adventure would ter- 
minate in disappointment, and he had certainly 
tnuch to fear from the anger of his companions^ 
when they found that he had been deluding them ^ 
but he assured me thiat, far from entertaining 
any alarm as to the event, he felt animated by 
the same passion for exploring the cava as die 
banditti, and, although he never would con- 
fess it, I have always suspected that he half be^ 
lieved the magical indications that had pointed. 
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it out to him. Of this I am certain, that, on 
whatever grounds he formed his opinion, he felt 
all that confidence in himself, and in his own 
fortune and success, that seems originally to 
have animated Marius and Sylla, and that was 
so unequivocally displayed by Caesar, in his 
famous address to the pilot, who fancied his 
ship was sinking — Quid times ? Caesarcm vehis. 

" But, however great his confidence in his 
own luck or conduct, he was extremely happy 
when, after digging to the depth of perhaps ten 
feet, the workmen actually came to the crown 
of an arch, formed of those large bricks where- 
with the Romans were accustomed to build. 

** The labourers now halted for a moment to 
refresh, for the violence with which they had 
hitherto worked liad exhausted them ; but, after 
a few moments, during which . they recruited 
their forces with wine, curiosity, expectation, 
and avarice overcame every other feeling, and 
all hands resumed their implements, to break 
through the vault. The captain himself jumped 
into the pit, and seized a pickaxe, and my grand- 
father remarked that his hands trembled so ex- 
cessively with agitation, arising from the hope 
of speedily enriching himself, and, perhaps, with 
terror of the being with whom he imagined he 
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had. conneotod himtelf^ Aat fie could scairady^ 
strike a blow* 

"There were others^ however, whose nerver 
were stronger, or whose minds were more cjad*- 
loud. These redoubled their exertions, as^tfaegr- 
imagined they were now on the point of tetmi^ 
nation. The very wood re-echoed with their 
strokes, the vault seemed to groan portentously*, 
and long heavy murmurs seemed to run be- 
neath the surface of the earth, as if the dead, 
who slumbered below, were slowly awakening* 
from their deep sleep of death, and' expresaiBg' 
their dissatisfaction at the impious beings that 
aroused them. 

^^ For a long time, the scXid arch resisted every 
attempt to perforate-it ; bat, at length, a idofent 
blow frGm one of the workmen dashed out a* 
brick, which seemed to fall into a vast and 
gloomy ^ souterrain below ; another desperate 
eflbrt drove in a large fragment of masonry; in 
an instant, a oonsideraUe portion of the arch$ 
being no longer kept in equilibrium, gave way,' 
and precipitated severalof the wcnrkmen^ and 
the captain who held the torch, to the bottomof 
the abyss. A fearful scene of confusion ensued, 
for all were involved in darkness, the light 
having been extinguished in the fall. Those 
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below 9 ignorant of their situation, and, of course, 
imagining their danger infinitely greater than it 
really was,, called loudly for help from above, 
wliile those above cried out for the torch, or ran 
confusedly about, jostling each other in the dark, 
in their endeavours to procure another light. 
Some screamed out that they were betrayed, 
others exclaimed incoherently of evil spirits ; for, 
anrid all their terror, they were consistent in 
their belief that the sinking of the vault was a 
contrivance of the demons who guarded the 
treasure. The cries of those who were oiily 
alarmed, the groans of those who were bruised, 
or otherwise injured, the hurry, the bustle, the 
confusion of the scene, produced an effect even 
on my grandfather, who was unquestionably the 
ooolest of the whole party, and would have 
created an alarm any where but in the wide and 
desolate Campagna ; as it was, it only brought 
in the outposts, who imagined that something 
serious liad happened to the captain and the rest 
of the troop. 

" My grandfather was> as I have said, the 
coolest of the party ; he recollected where some 
other torches had been deposited, and he lighted 
one of them by rubbing it over with gunpowder, 
and snapping an unloaded pistol upon it ; and. 
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asa proof 'of. Ms oollfectediieBs, I cannot tnitf 
niontjoiir that he borrowed the pistol from one of 
tke^banditti, and drew the charge, because be - 
would not disarm himself by using one of bi^' 
oipi^ IKU* add to tfaie disturbance, by firing that'' 
haiiad borrowed. Having thus procured a ligh V 
be proceeded to the edge of the pit, and per- 
ceiTed that the captain and his companions had 
sunk down, perhaps, twenty feetj below the arch' 
through which they had fallen, and that they? 
were now standing together on what appeared* 
to be' the floor of a vault of considerable mi^i- 
tude. . "i 

^^ Among the material for excavating, ro|)eft' 
had not been forgotten. One was instantly em^ ' 
played, to let down a torch to the unlucky 
miners, and my grandfather, having made it fiist' 
round the body o! a tree, descended by its tttd,- 
and joined the captain. He now perceived tfai^ 
th«y had penetrated into one of those caverns, v 
or catacombs, as they are termed, that were 
used at one period in Italy as depositories &ir 
thevdead. It was a large vault, cut in the stone 
wludii generally lies beneath the surface of the 
Campagna ; the roof being, with the exception 
of the arch through which they had broken, r 
formed of the same material. Along the sides 
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were disposed ranges <rf those smaller caverns, 
called columbarii, from their resemblance to 
pigeon holes in a dove-cot, and the greater part 
of them were filled with tombs, each containing 
a skeleton ; and at one end of the vault, raided 
upon a pedestal, stood a large sculptured sarco- 
phagus. Upon examining all the events of the 
evening, and recollecting the predictions of the 
little boy, my grandfather, as he has often con- 
fessed, began, like the Romans, to suppose he 
had been inspired. 

^^ As soon as all parties had collected their 
senses a little, they began an inquisition into the 
contents of the tombs; not in the hasty and 
tumultuous manner of men who had suddenly 
made an unexpected dsscovery, but with all the 
r^ularityand caution of men sensible they were 
under the guidance of a person who would not 
mislead them. My grandfather^ who felt, per- 
haps, the most astonished of the whole, and who 
was probably the only one who was astonished 
at the success that had hitherto attended his imr 
posture, likewise began to make researches ; for 
a single glance convinced him that a strange 
degree of confusion had at some time prevailed 
within this catacomb. The floor was strewed 
with the relics of ancient linen, furniture, and 
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articks of Talue; two or three skeletons hj 
locked together on the floor^ in one corner of 
the place ; several others lay on the ground, in 
diferent situations; and near the first group 
were scattered several othere, evidently those of 
diildren. 

*^ While the banditti were examining the 
tombs in the columbarii, a work which, from 
their weight and difficulty of access, went on hut 
slowly, my grandfather, the eaptaii^ and the 
young Soman, proceeded to the sarcophagus at 
the end of the vault. After considerable labour 
they succeeded in detaching the cover ; and then, 
indeed, a sight met their eyes which astonished 
them all. It was literally filled with coined 
gold and medals, jewels, engraved stones, and 
gems, male and female ornaments, gcAd drink- 
ing vessels, and, in short, with all the valuables 
that might have been at one time either for use 
or ornament in the family of a noble Roman ; 
and as some of the coins were of the r&ga of 
Honorius, and perfectly fresh, they were sup- 
posed to have been concealed when Romer 
during the reign of that emperor, was taken by 
Alaric. 

^ This suppositicMd also accounted for the im* 
intombed skeletons, and the remnants of property 
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that strewed the floor ; they had belonged, no 
doubt, to some of the family of the owners of 
the place, and had been concealed within the 
catacomb during the irruption of the barbarians ; 
but they never had been liberated, probably 
owing to the death of those who possessed the 
secret of their retreat. From every circunistance 
it was evident, that the building above had been 
a tomb, or mausoleum, and that, at some time, 
it had been assaulted and destroyed, (and, 
indeed, many ancient tombs in the vicinity of 
Rome were, in tumultuous times, converted into 
castles, one of which, that of St. Angelo, still 
exists ;) it was most likely, therefore, that those 
who knew of the hidden treasures had perished 
in defending them, and that their bones were 
those which had been thrown out by the robbers, 
in making the excavation. 

'* While these thoughts were passing through 
the mind of my grandfather, it occurred to him, 
that the arch through which he had entered 
could not be the only entrance to the vault, and, 
upon examination, he found that a tomb in one 
of the columbarii concealed a passage. He 
pointed this out to the captain, and expressed a 
wish to explore it, and the banditto ordered some 
of his followers to accompany him. 
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*' In passing under the opening they hM 
broken from above, my grandfather perceiyed 
that the sky and woods were illuminated by the 
first gray tints of morning ; he returned to the 
captain, to point out this circumstance, and to 
hint to him that it was time to be gone ; but the 
outlaw, although he had now acquired posses 
sion of more than was sufficient to realize his 
most extravagant expectations, refused to qiiit 
the place till all the other tombs had been exa- 
mined. In fact, what he had found only 
whetted his appetite, and his avarice seemed to 
increase with his riches. 

" The young Roman, who was naturally 
timid and suspicious, supported the opinion df 
my grandfather, and desired the captkih to give 
him his share of the spoil, cunningly agreeing^ 
take it in cameos and antique gems, which h^ 
could dispose of more easily than the robben^, 
and from which they parted with less regret, aeft 
not being intrinsically valuable. While this di- 
vision was being made, my grandfather pro* 
ceeded to explore the passage he had discovered; 
but, after making his way along it for a coti- 
siderable distance, he found that it was stfon^T^ 
, walled up, evidently to cut off all commuttlclu- 
tion from without. Satisfied with this invest!- 
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gation for the present, though he resolved to 
continue it at some future time, with less ques- 
tionable assistants, he was about to return, when 
be fancied he heard a faint groan or murmur, on 
the other side of the barrier. He and the ban- 
ditti listened with awe-struck feelings. The 
groan was repeated. ^ It is the spirit of the 
mine, the evil demon,' muttered one of the 
robbers, trembling violently. * Whatever it be,' 
said my grandfather, * I will see it — fetch me a 
pickaxe.' 

^^ My grandfather was not a man to be dis- 
obeyed, especially by those who fancied him 
little better than the devil. A pickaxe was 
quickly brought ; he seized it, and laboured with 
aU his strength to overthrow the wall ; for he, in 
truth, was as eager for new and extraordinary 
adventures as the captain was for more gold. 
The banditti, noting his anxiety, naturaUy ima- 
gined that he expected, or rather was certain of 
discovering, other treasures. They procured 
pickaxes and crowbars, and, in a short time, the 
wall gave way beneath their united efforts, and 
displayed a continuation of the passage; but, 
from the current of air that rushed along, it was 
evident that it communicated with the surface of 
the earth. 
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hoM) Aod 4 tktiVi ^ in ihe other, forming iafxin- 
<dpal object, on which th« looks of sill wcve 
direoted, I leel^flensible that, ^extnuyrdlnjrry as 
the scale i^peAred to him, h^ did ndt8eeE«o4araiih 
«f its beaiity 4IS another asi%ht ^havedone, who 
Irtood At a little distance. No one, of .tfoone, 
jcould tell to whom <the ^sktill had helonged, vvnfl 
my gsiHidfather, after raoeivinganiegatfeeijaisiKar 
»from several, Jto whom 'he ^pavtioularly ^pnt the 
<}tteBtibn, MwuBed « mysteviow look) find M- 
-^dfiimed, -* Then I oan. This wis 'the i^k^^df 
4fae workman ^^o made ^the vmilt me >^ta3l 
'^kkly v«Rdi; when he bad tfiniidied 1i^ ln- 
ffaotir, and sskedibr bis hire, his mnployeri^Mr 
Mtkf md lunfied <iiim heti^ that he ndgYitmoi 
tettsy the ."secret E^ver after, at'*imdifight,rlhe 
^apfwRTed to Us anurdeeei^ aa^ 8tretohtn|^tnitrhi8 
ddoody hand, demandediiis rettniad*' 

^ JInd ^«t heottoie'of the >Gfotb mho %ttfed 
Inm?' jnqiiiied the yoong iiloman, trcM^llieig 
?HQth entfidnty and terror. 

^ They df% « ^t fin- bhu in lieU,' ir^pKed 
iisy graBdfiJdier,^^berehe]fiic^&S'i!«re^^ 
Ids he ihept ins gold* Marry^ Sir,^ he^diMBi^t 
ib^c|uite aoeoid ! 'ibr, I gvanft yoo, itiesfiMis 
wmewfaot of tbehettest/ 

^ Ab my gmuiftdiher condiided^&eieiiioMi, 
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lie Mw, amid the rubbish that was still being 
thrown out, objects that might have tended to 
tfaroir a doubt on the truth of the little anecdote 
hi had just been inventing. Almost every 
spadeful of matter contained parts of human 
skeletons, broken weaj^ons, armour, 'ashes, and 
remains of metallic substances, apparently half 
melted by a violent heat. From all these ap- 
pearances, and from a variety of other circum- 
stances that I -eannot poifnt out to you, he ima- 
gined that the ancient building, on the scite of 
which he stood, had been at some time stormod 
and burnt, and that the remains he saw were 
the rdics of those aliun in the assault. Goth 
and . Roman, thought he, here lie mingled in 
the ruin they themselves have made, and not 
imeof those fierce beings, who fought to up- 
hold or destroy the mightiest city in the uni- 
verse, can now grasp the swords that yet lie 
within their hands, to prevent a ruffianly out- 
law from disturbing their rest, or an English 
impostor from fabricating anecdotes of them. 

^ £ut this was no time for similar reflections. 
Raising his voice, he pointed out what he ob- 
served to the captain, hinting to him, in a mys- 
terious manner, that they were the remains of 
victims sacrificed to the demon, by the Gotk 
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who concealed the treasure, and buried there 
to prevent any but those who, like himself, were 
gifted with superhuman powers, from opening 
the ground; and, as he said these words, he 
threw from him. the skull which he had hith^to 
held in his hand, uttering what he intended 
should be a fiendish laugh, as it rattled among' 
the trees. 

• " Ridiculous as this may appear to you, it 
had a powerful efi«ct on all around ; it just 
suited the time, place, and circumstances, of the 
case, and confirmed the opinion the robhera 
iedready entertained of the supernatural knowr 
ledge of their associate. I have often aske4 
iny grandfather whether, while he was inspir- 
ing the banditti with terror, he did not feel 
some alarm on his own account, for be could 
hot but imagine that the adventure would ter- 
minate in disappointment, and he had certainly 
tnuch to fear from the anger of his companions^r 
when they found that he had been deluding them ^ 
but he assured me thiat, far from entertaining 
any alarm as to the event, he felt animated by 
the same passion for exploring the cava a^ diie 
banditti, and, although he never would con- 
fess it, I have always suspected that he half be^ 
lieved the magical indications that had pointed 
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it out to him. Of this I am certain, that, on 
whatever grounds he formed his opinion, he felt 
all that confidence in himself, and in his own 
fortune and success, that seems originally to 
have animated Marius and Sylla, and that was 
so unequivocally displayed by Caesar, in his 
famous address to the pilot, who fancied his 
ship was sinking — Quid times ? Caesarem vehis. 

*^ But, however great his confidence in his 
own luck or conduct, he was extremely happy 
when, after digging to the depth of perhaps ten 
feet, the workmen actually came to the crown 
of an arch, formed of those large bricks where- 
with the Romans were accustomed to build. 

" The labourers now halted for a moment to 
refresh, for the violence with which they had 
hitherto worked liad exhausted them ; but, after 
a few moments, during which . they recruited 
their forces with wine, curiosity, expectation, 
and avarice overcame every other feeling, and 
all hands resumed their implements, to break 
through the vault. The captain himself jumped 
into the pit, and seized a pickaxe, and my grand- 
father remarked that his hands trembled so ex- 
cessively with agitation, arising from the hope 
of speedily enriching himself, and, perhaps, with 
terror of the being with whom he imagined he 
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bad oonneoted himielf, diat He oould scanody^ 
strike a blow. . 

** There were others^ however, whose uetvem 
were stronger, or whose minds were more cal- 
lous. These redoubled their exerdons, as they- 
imagined they were now on the point of termi^ 
nation. The very wood re-echoed with th«r 
strokes, the vault seemed to groan portentoudyv 
and long heavy murmurs seemed to run be« 
neath the surface of the earth, as if the dead, 
who slumbered below, were slowly awedceimg' 
from their deep sleep of death, and' expresaing' 
their dissatisfaction at the impious beings that 
arojused them. 

** For a long time^ the solid arch redsted every 
attempt to perforate-it ; but, at length, a violent 
blow from one of the workmen dashed out a 
brick, which seemed to fall into a vast and 
gloomy ' souterrain - below ; another desperate 
effi>rt drove in a large fragment of masonry ; in 
an instant, a considerate portion of the arcb$ 
being no longer kept in equilibrium, gave way,' 
and precipitated several^of the workmen, and 
the captain who held the torch, to the bottom of 
the abyss. A fearful scene of confusion ensued, 
for all were involved in darkness, the light 
having been extinguished in the fall. Those 
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beibw^ ignorant oi their situation, and, of course, 

imagining their danger infinitely greater than it 

really was,, called loudly for help from above, 

while those above cried out for the torch, or ran 

ccxnfuaedly about, jostling each other in the dark, 

in their endeavours to procure another light. 

Some screamed out that they were betrayed, 

others exclaimed incoherently of evil spirits ; for, 

aetid all their terror, they were consistent in 

thdr belief that the sinking of the vault was a 

contrivance of the demons who guarded the 

treasure. The cries of those who were only 

alarmed, the groans of those who were bruised, 

or otherwise injured, the hurry, the bustle, the 

coofusion of the scene, produced an effect even 

on my grandfather, who was unquestionably the 

coolest of the whole party, and would have 

created an alarm any where but in the wide and 

desolate Campagna ; as it was, it only brought 

in the outposts, who imagined that something 

serious liad happened to the captain and the rest 

of the troop. 

** My grandfather was> as I have said, the 
coolest of the party ; he recollected where some 
other torches had been deposited, and he lighted 
one of them by rubbing it over with gunpowder, 
saad snapping an unloaded pistol upon it ; and. 



a» a pcoof ^of. fais oettbd^edtieBs, I cannot fariitf 
i«enljfiiL that he borrowed the pistol from one of 
tbe^bandkti^ and drew the charge, becatude be- 
wpuldjMkt disarm himself by using one of hi^^ 
om^.nor add to th^ disturbance, by firing that "^ 
heliad borrowed. Having thus procureda lights' 
he proceeded to the edge of the pit, and per- 
cdived thai the captain and his companions had 
suok down, perhaps, twenty feet, below the ardi* 
through which they had fallen, and that they' 
were now standing together on what appeared^ 
to be- the floor of a vault of considerable mi^i* 
tuda . ' # 

^^ Amcmg the materiab for excavating, rope» 
had. not been forgotten. One was instantly eON 
ploffed, to let down a torch to the unlucky 
miners, and my grandfather, having madeit fiurt' 
roiiiKc} the body of a tree, descended by its aid, - 
and joined the captain. He now perceived that 
th#y had penetrated into one of those caverns, 
or catacombs, as they are termed, that weffe 
used at one period in Italy as depositories £ir 
the>dead. It was a large vault, cut in the stone 
whidi generally lies beneath the surface of t}ie> 
Campagna ; the roof being, with the exception 
of the arch through which they had broken, ^ 
formed of the same material. Along the sides 
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were disposed ranges of those smaller caverns, 
called columbarii, from their resemblance to 
pigeon holes in a dove-cot, and the greater part 
of them were filled with tombs, each containing 
a skeleton ; and at one end of the vault, raided 
upon a pedestal, stood a large sculptured sanxv 
phagus. Upon examining all the events of the 
evening, and recollecting the predictions of the 
little boy, my grandfather, as he has often con- 
fessed, began, like the Romans, to suppose he 
had been inspired. 

*^ As soon as all parties had collected their 
senses a little, they began an inquisition into the 
cmtents of the tombs; not in the hasty and 
tumultuous manner of men who had suddenly 
made an unexpected dsscovery, but with all the 
regularity and caution of men sensible they were 
under the guidance of a person who would not 
mislead them. My grandfather^ who felt, per- 
haps, the most astonished of the whole, and who 
was probably the only one who was astonished 
at the success that had hitherto attended his im- 
posture, likewise began to make researches ; for 
a single glance convinced him that a strange 
degree of confusion had at some time prevailed 
within this eatacomb. The floor was strewed 
with the relics of ancient linen, furniture, and 
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articles of Taiae; two or three skeletons ky 
locked together on the floor^ in one comer ot 
the place ; several others lay on the ground, in 
di^rent situations; and near the first group 
were scattered several others, evidently those of 
diildren. 

*^ While the banditti were examining the 
tombs in the columbarii, a work which, from 
their weight and difficulty of access, w^it on but 
slowly, my grandfather, the captain, aod the 
young Roman, proceeded to the sarcophagus at 
the end of the vault. After coiKdderable labour 
they succeeded in detaching the covo* ; and then, 
indeed, a sight met their eyes which astonished 
them all. It was literally filled with coined 
gold and medals, jewels, engraved stones, and 
gems, male and female ornaments, gdid drink- 
ing vessels, and, in short, with all the valuables 
that might have been at one time either tor use 
or ornament in the family of a noble Roman ; 
and as some of the coins were of the reign of 
Honorius, and perfectly fresh, they were -sup- 
posed to have been concealed when Rmne, 
during the reign of that emperor, was taken by 
Alaric. 

^ This supposition also accounted for the im* 
intombed skeletons, and the remnants of property 
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that strewed the floor ; they had belonged, no 
doubt, to some of the family of the owners of 
the place, and had been concealed within the 
catacomb during the irruption of the barbarians ; 
but they never had been liberated, probably 
owing to the death of those who possessed the 
secret of their retreat. From every circumstance 
it was evident, that the building above had been 
a tomb, or mausoleum, and that, at some time, 
it had been assaulted and destroyed, (and, 
indeed, many ancient tombs in the vicinity of 
Rome were, in tumultuous times, converted into 
castles, one of which, that of St. Angelo, still 
exists ;) it was most likely, therefore, that those 
who knew of the hidden treasures had perished 
in defending them, and that their bones were 
those which had been thrown out by the robbers, 
in making the excavation. 

*' While these thoughts were passing through 
the mind of my grandfather, it occurred to him, 
that the arch through which he had entered 
could not be the only entrance to the vault, and, 
upon examination, he found that a tomb in one 
of the columbarii concealed a passage. He 
pointed this out to the captain, and expressed a 
wish to explore it, and the banditto ordered some 
of his followers to accompany him. 

14 2 
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hwo4y mid4 AiiU inithe<>ther,'fdrmmg.a|»ia« 
<dpal object, on which th« lodes ^of aill wcve 
.direoted, I feeltflenuble ^at, ^ekitamJAQscrj as 
the scale i^pearedtahiiDvhed3id'ndt'Be6«o«niioh 
«f its beauty 4IS anoth^ in%ht have dooe, who 
Irtood at a little distance. No one, of jumxm, 
jcould tell to whom <the dbtill had belonged, and 
\niygsiliidfatlMar, after roMvingamegBmesB^tm 
>fwm several, Jto whom lie .pavtioularly.^^t-'fte 
<}tteBtibn, MSHiBed a myatorious loobi and M- 
^dfiimed, ^ Then I isan. This was '4ie i^kull ^6t 
4he workman ^^o made 'the imillt >We >i8ttttl 
^qnickfy veadi ; mbsa he bad {finished 4ib la- 
tbotir, and raked ibr bis hire, his dmpl^yisr att^ 
Mxkf -wui lunriedrfaim hete, sthat he might not 
<tetiaiy*the>'secrQt £^r after, atmdifigiit^'4iie 
"iqtipeared ^ Us anurdorer, aa^ stret{thb%tmtrhis 
ddoody hand, demanded iiis rewwrd^' ^ 

^^ JInd ^hi^ beottoie/of ftbe iGfotb *wh0 %2tted 
Inm ?' jnqniced the ymmg HUnoBm^ ttmMt^ 
mth euddrity and terror. 

^^ They df% « .pit for 'bhU in liell,' ^r^pUMl 
iKy groadfiidier, ^^bare^heiaic^ascttnifuUy 
Ids iie ^hept has ^Id. Marry^ *^ir, he <dMi^t 
'tte^ciaite aoeoid ! 'ibr, I grant yott, Ifae^ivftis 
sdmewfaot of the hottest.' - 

'^ Asmy gimdfiEi&er condnded^tteieiiioivhi, 
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he Mw, amid the rubbish that was still being 
thrown out, objects that might have tended to 
throw a doubt on the truth of the little anecdote 
lie had just been inventing. Almost every 
spadeful of matter contained parts of human 
skeletons, broken wea])ons, armour, <ashes, and 
^remains of metallic substances, apparently half 
melted by a violent heat. From all these ap- 
pearances, and from a variety of other circum- 
fitaDces that I -eannot point out to you, he ima- 
gined that the ancient building, on the scite of 
which he stood, had been at some time stormed 
and burnt, and that the remains he saw were 
the relics of those slain in the assault. Goth 
and . Roman, thought he, here lie mingled in 
ihe ruin they themselves have made, and not 
4iae.of those fierce beings, who fought to up- 
hold or destroy the mightiest city in the uni- 
verse, can now grasp the swords that yet lie 
within their hands, to prevent a ruffianly out- 
law from disturbing their rest, or an English 
au^ostor from fabricating anecdotes of them. 

*^ But this was no time for similar reflections. 
Raising his voice, he pointed out what he ob- 
served to the captidn, hinting to him, in a mys- 
terious manner, that they were the remains of 
"ricttms sacrificed to the demon, by the Goth 
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who concealed the treasure, and buried there 
to prevent any but those who, like himself, were 
gifted with superhuman powers, from openiiig 
the ground; and, as he said these words, he 
threw from him. the skull which he had hith^to 
held in his hand, uttering what he intended 
should be a fiendish laugh, as it rattled am<»)g 
the trees, 

- ^^ Ridiculous as this may appear to you, it 
had a powerful eSeci on all around ; it just 
suited the time, place, and circumstances, of the 
case, and confirmed the opinion the robhera 
already entertained of the supernlEitural knowy 
ledge of their associate. I have often asked 
iny grandfather whether, while he was inspir- 
ing the banditti with terror, he did not feel 
some alarm on his own account, for he coiild 
hot but imagine that the adventure would ter- 
minate in disappointment, and he had certainly 
tnuch to fear from the anger of his companions,r 
when they found that he had been deluding them ;, 
but he assured me that, far from entertaining 
any alarm as to the event, he felt animated bj 
the same passion for exploring the cava a3 1^ 
banditti, and, although he never would coix- 
fess it, I have always suspected that he half bey^ 
lieved the magical indications that had pointed 
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other events I have related, with so much mi- 
nuteness and precision, and with so many addi- 
tions, that you would have imagined she was 
talking of the fate of mighty empires, and the 
wars of powerful armies. 

" I have now but few more anecdotes to relate. 
At a masquerade at the house of my ancestors, 
shortly after their marriage, a masque, in the 
character of a pedlar, fairly worried my grand- 
mother into buying a set of trinkets, for which 
he asked the moderate price of ten Roman 
crdwns. My grandmother, in the spirit of the 
entertainment, offered him one, which, after 
some time, he agreed to accept, and then pro* 
posed to carry the articles to her residence; in a 
word, he led her and my grandfather into a 
private room, received the crown, delivered the 
trinkets^ and pulling off his mask, displayed the 
features of Count ■ * You would not accept 

any thing from me/ he said to my astonished 
grandsire, ' this is a fair sale. You bade me 
your own price ; I agreed to take it. You have 
the trinkets, I have the money ; so neitbeir side 
can complain.^ 

" The jewel-box was, perhaps, the most extra- 
ordinary that ever was given or sold to a lady. 
It contained a complete set of female ornaments, 
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had: oooneoted hinnelf, that Be oould 9camdp 
sirike a blow. . 

"There w«» others^ however, whose ueevem 
were stronger, or whose imnds were mdre oal*- 
lous. These redoubled their exertions, as tfaqr- 
imagined they were now on the point of termi- 
nation* The very wood re-echoed with their 
strokes, the vault seemed to groan portentousiyv 
and long heavy murmurs seemed to run be- 
neath the surface of the earth, as if the dead, 
who slumbered below, were slowly awakeini^ 
firom their deep sleep of death, and' expresaiBg' 
their dissatisfaction at the impious beings that 
aroused them. 

^^ For a long time, the solid arch resisted every 
attempt to perforate-it ; but, at length, a violent 
blow frcmi one of the workmen dashed out a- 
brick, which seemed to fall into a vast and 
gloomy * souterrain below ; another desperate 
^fort drove in a large fragment of mas<mry ; in 
an instant, a considerable portion of the arcb$ 
being no longer kept in equilibrium, gave way,* 
and precipitated several' of the workmen^ and 
the captain who hdd the torch, to the bottom-of 
the abyss. A fearful scene of ccmfusion ensued^ 
for all were involved in darkness, the light" 
having been extinguished in. the faU. Those 
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below^ ignorant of their situation, and, of course, 

imagining their danger infinitely greater than it 

really was,, called loudly for help from above, 

while those above cried out for the torch, or ran 

confusedly about, jostling each other in the dark, 

in their endeavours to procure another light. 

Some screamed out that they were betrayed, 

others exclaimed incoherently of evil spirits ; for, 

amid all their terror, they were consistent in 

th^ belief that the sinking of the vault was a 

contrivaixce of the demons who guarded the 

treasure. The cries of those who were oiily 

alarmed, the groans of those who were bruised, 

or otherwise injured, the hurry, the bustle, the 

confusion of the scene, produced an effect even 

on my grandfather, who was unquestionably the 

opolest of the whole party, and would have 

created an alarm any where but in the wide and 

desolate Campagno ; as it was, it only brought 

in the outposts, who imagined that something 

serious liad happened to the captain and the rest 

of the troop. 

^^ My grandfather was^ as I have said, the 
coolest of the party ; he recollected where some 
other torches had been deposited, and he lighted 
one of them by rubbing it over with gunpowder, 
and snapping an unloaded pistol upon it ; and. 
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a»<a proof '<if. Us ooflfedediieBs, I cannot fM' 
nisntjiOiir that he borrowed the pistol from one of 
tke^banditti, and drew the charge, because he ' 
wpuldnot disarm himself by using one tf hi^^ 
own^ nor add to the disturbance, by firing that ^ 
ha Jiad borrowed. Having thus procured a iight^^ 
ha proceeded to the edge of the pit, and per- 
ceived that the captain and his companions had 
sunk down, perhaps, twenty feet, below the arch* 
thsough which they had fallen, and that they* 
were now standing together on what appeared' 
to be the floor of a vault of considerable mi^i- 
tuda 

^^ Among the material's for excavating, ropet' 
had not been forgotten. One was instantly em^ 
pki^ed, to let down a torch to the unlucky 
mifl^%, and my grandfather, having made it fast' 
roMwd the body of a tree, descended by its aid,' 
and joined the captain. He now perceived that 
they had penetrated into one of those caverns,' 
or catacombs, as they are termed, that were 
used at one period in Italy as deposit<»!ies tor 
tbovdead. It was a large vault, cut in the stone 
whidb generally lies beneath the surface of the- 
Campagna ; the roof being, with the exceptioii 
of the arch through which they had broken, - 
formed of the same material. Along the sides 
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materials, and they will approach towards the 
reality ; but neither I, nor any one, can depict 
the glories of this alabaster paradise. I will 
observe, however, that in 79** 4' of northern 
latitude, a fire in the cabin was almost too 
heating, although the doors stood open, and 
the lights were unclosed, to allow a draught of 
air to pass through it. The deck had become 
delightful, and it was William's luxury and 
mine to extend ourselves at ease in the jolly- 
boat, which hung over the stern, and amuse 
ourselves with remarking the beauties of the 
scenery through which we passed, while the sun 
shone brilliantly and warmly over us. Never 
will the wild pleasure which filled my soul, 
while I surveyed wastes of sparkling snow, and 
hills of polished ice, be effaced from my me- 
mory. Such must be the feeling of liberty 
which pervades the breast of the free untamed 
steed, when coursing through plains and val- 
lies untrodden by the foot of man ; such 
the impulse of a bird, flying over earth and 
water, unchecked by sea or mountain ; such 
the buoyant glee of a fish, when, springing 
from the weedy caverns of the deep, it leaps 
into the air, and again shoots rapidly downwards 
into its liquid element. Could the Persian mo- 
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Articles of value; two or three skeletons ky 
locked together on the floor, in one comer of 
the place ; several others lay on the ground, in 
different situations; and near the first group 
were scattered several others, evidently those of 
diildren. 

*^ While the banditti were examining the 
tombs in the cdlumbarii, a work which, from 
their weight and difficulty of access, went on but 
slowly, my grandfather, the captain, and the 
young Roman, proceeded to the sarcophagus at 
the end of the vault. After considerable labour 
they succeeded in detaching the Cover ; and thos, 
indeed, a sight met their eyes which astonished 
them all. It was literally filled with coined 
gold and medals, jewels, engraved stones, and 
gems, male and female ornaments, gold drink- 
ing vessels, and, in short, with all the valuables 
that might have been at one time either for use 
or ornament in the family of a noble Roman ; 
and as some of the coins were of the ragn of 
Honorius, and perfectly fresh, they were sup- 
posed to have been ccmcealed when Romey 
during the reign of that emperor, was taken by 
Alaric. 

^ This supposition also accounted for the im- 
intombed skeletons, and the remnants of property 
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that strewed the floor ; they had belonged, no 
doubt, to some of the family of the owners of 
the place, and had been concealed within the 
catacomb during the irruption of the barbarians ; 
but they never had been liberated, probably 
owing to the death of those who possessed the 
secret of their retreat. From every circumstance 
it was evident, that the building above had been 
a tomb, or mausoleum, and that, at some time, 
it had been assaulted and destroyed, (and, 
indeed, many ancient tombs in the vicinity of 
Rome were, in tumultuous times, converted into 
castles, one of which, that of St. Angelo, still 
exists ;) it was most likely, therefore, that those 
who knew of the hidden treasures had perished 
in defending them, and that their bones were 
those which had been thrown out by the robbers, 
in making the excavation. 

" While these thoughts were passing through 
the mind of my grandfather, it occurred to him, 
that the arch through which he had entered 
could not be the only entrance to the vault, and, 
upon examination, he found that a tomb in one 
of the columbarii concealed a passage. He 
pointed this out to the captain, and expressed a 
wish to explore it, and the banditto ordered some 
of his followers to accompany him. 
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neho concealed the treasure, and buried there 
to prevent any but those who, like himself, were 
gifted with superhuman powers, from opening 
the ground; and, as he said these words, he 
threw from hinx the skull which he had hitherto 
held in his hand, uttering what he intended 
should be a fiendish laugh, as it rattled ammig' 
the trees. 

- ^< Ridiculous as this may appear to you, it 
had a powerful effect on all around; it just 
suited the time, place, and circumstances, of the 
case, and confirmed the opinion the robhers 
already entertained of the supernatural know^ 
ledge of their associate. I have often aske4 
xny grandfather whether, while he was insur- 
ing the banditti with terror, he did not feel 
some alarm on his own account, for be could 
not but imagine that the adventure would ter- 
minate in disappointment, and he had certainly 
tnuch to fear from the anger of his companions^ 
when they found that he had been deluding them ^ 
but he assured me that, far from entertaining 
any alarm as to the event, he felt animated hj 
the same passion for exploring the cava as die 
banditti, and, although he never would coa^ 
fess it, I have always suspected that he half be^ 
lieved the magical indications that had pointed 
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it out to him. Of this I am certain, that, on 
whatever grounds he formed his opinion, he felt 
all that confidence in himself, and in his own 
fortune and success, that seems originally to 
have animated Marius and Sylla, and that was 
so unequivocally displayed by Caesar, in his 
famous address to the pilot, who fancied his 
ship was sinking — Quid times ? Caesarem vehis. 

** But, however great his confidence in his 
own luck or conduct, he was extremely happy 
when, after digging to the depth of perhaps ten 
feet, the workmen actually came to the crown 
of an arch, formed of those large bricks where- 
with the Romans were accustomed to build. 

'* The labourers now halted for a moment to 
refresh, for the violence with which they had 
hitherto worked had exhausted them ; but, after 
a few moments, during which . they recruited 
their forces with wine, curiosity, expectation, 
and avarice overcame every other feeling, and 
all hands resumed their implements, to break 
through the vault. The captain himself jumped 
into the pit, and seized a pickaxe, and my grand- 
father remarked that his hands trembled so ex- 
cessively with agitation, arising from the hope 
of speedily enriching himself, and, perhaps, with 
terror of the being with whom he imagined he 
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had: ooDDeoted himself, that fie ootdd scanodjp 
sirike a blow. . 

" There w«» others^ however, whose nervem 
were stranger, or whose minds were more oal^ 
lous. These redoubled their exertions, a» tfaqr- 
imagined they- were now on the point of tenni<(' 
nation. The very wood re-echoed with their 
strokes, the vault seemed to groan pcrtentouslyv 
and long heavy murmurs seemed to ran be- 
neath the surface of the earth, as if the dead, 
who slumbered below, were slowly awakeotti^ 
firom their deep sleep of death, and expresaiBg' 
their dissatii^action at the impious beings tbtft' 
aroused them. 

^* For a long time, the solid arch resisted every 
attempt to perforate-it ; but, at length, a violent 
blow fir<»n one of the workmen dashed out a* 
brick, which seemed to fall into a vast and 
gloomy ^ souterrain below ; another desperate 
eflR>rt drove in a large fragment of masonry; in 
an instant, a ooninderable portion of the ardi, 
being no longer kept in equilibrium, gave way,' 
and precipitated several of the workmen, and 
the captain who held the torch, to the bottomof 
the abyss. A fearful sc^ie of ccmfusion ensued, 
for all were involved in darkness, the light" 
having been extinguished in the fall. Those 
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below^ ignorant of their situation, and, of course, 
imagining their danger infinitely greater than it 
really was, called loudly for help from above, 
whole those above cried out for the torch, or ran 
confusedly about, jostling each other in the dark, 
in their endeavours to procure another light. 
Some screamed out that they were betrayed, 
others exchumed incoherently of evil spirits; for, 
amid all their terror, they were consistent in 
th^ belief that the sinking of the vault was a 
contrivance of the demons who guarded the 
treasure. The cries of those who were oiily 
alarmed, the groans of those who were bruised, 
or otherwise injured, the hurry, the bustle, the 
confusion of the scene, produced an effect even 
on my grandfather, who was unquestionably the 
opolest of the whole party, and would have 
created an. alarm any where but in the wide and 
desolate Campagno ; as it was, it only brought 
in the outposts, who imagined that something 
serious liad happened to the captain and the rest 
of the troop. 

" My grandfather was> as I have said, the 
coolest of the party ; he recollected where some 
other torches had been deposited, and he lighted 
one of them by rubbing it over with gunpowder, 
and snapping an unloaded pistol upon it ; and. 
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9» m pcoof'CKf. fais ooflfedediieBs, I cannot fktfi 
ni0n|)iiii that he borrowed the pistol from one of 
tke^bandkti^ and drew the charge, because he '- 
wjiukijiot disarm himself by using one df bi^' 
own^.nor add to the disturbance, by firing that" 
heiiad borrowed. Having thus procured a light^^ 
h« proceeded to the edge of the pit, and per- 
ceited that the captain and his companions had 
sunk down, perhaps, twenty feet, below the ardi* 
thsough which they had fallen, and that th^' 
were now standing together on what appeared' 
tO'be the floor of a vault of considerable magni- 
tude. . ; 
^^ Among the material's for excavating, ropet 
had. not been forgotten. One was instantly em^ 
ployed, to let down a torch to the uatueky 
miners, and my grandfather, having made it fest' 
roMwd the body of a tree, descended by its lud,' 
and joined the captain. He now perceived ihat 
they had penetrated into one of those caverns, 
or catacombs, as they are termed, that wte 
used at one period in Italy as depo8it(»ies for 
thovdead. It was a large vault, cut in the stone 
whiiidi generally lies beneath the surface of the; 
Campagna ; the roof being, with the excepticMi 
of the arch through which they had broken, ^ 
formed of the same material. Along the sides 
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introduction of new weapons, but there is a 
general combination of ignorance, prejudice, and 
malpractice, among whale-catchers, the partici- 
pation in which amounts almost to connivance at 
fraud, on the part of those whose intellects must 
tell them that better instruments can be obtained, 
and better methods employed in using them. It 
may appear hasty, and somewhat ridiculous, to 
accuse men who labour hard for money, of 
atanding in the way of adding to their gains^ 
aince the capture of a whale is an increase of 
emolument to every hand engaged in taking it, 
and it matters little whether it dies through a 
stroke from a hand, a discharge from a gun, or 
the explosion of a shell ; but I have seen and 
heard enough to be convinced that Greenland- 
men, in general, are the dupes of wilful stupidity, 
and, like the blind sharks of the ocean, they 
frequently lie floundering and perishing on the 
surface, when they might secure their existence 
by diving deeper into their own element. 

It may be- difficult to convey an idea of 
the appearance of a whale, as it shews itself 
when imdisturbed. Vaillant says of elephants, 
that he looked at a herd of them for some 
time without knowing them to be before hii 
eyes, because he took them for rocks, and 

o 3 



TALES aF A VOTAGKB. 

Articles of value; two or three skeletons ky 
locked together on the floor, in one corner of 
the place ; several others hj on the ground, ia 
ditilbreitt situations; and near the first group 
were scattered several others, evidently those of 
children. 

*' While the banditti were examining the 
tombs in the columbarii, a work which, from 
their weight and difficulty of access, went on but 
slowly, my grandfather, the captain, and the 
young Roman, proceeded to the sarcophagus at 
the end of the vault. After considerable labour 
they succeeded in detaching the Cover ; and thoo, 
indeed, a sight met their eyes which astonished 
them all. It was literally filled with coined 
gold and medals, jewels, engraved stones, and 
gems, male and female ornaments, gdld drink- 
ing vessels, and, in short, with all the valuables 
that might have been at one time either for use 
or ornament in the family of a noble Roman ; 
and as some of the coins were of the reign of 
Honorius, and perfectly fresh, they were -sup- 
posed to have been cimcealed when Rom^, 
during the reign of that emperor, was taken by 
Alaric. 

^ This suppositicm also aceounted for the im- 
intombed skeletons, and the remnants of prqoerty 
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that strewed the floor ; they had belonged, no 
doubt, to some of the family of the owners of 
the place, and had been concealed within the 
catacomb during the irruption of the barbarians ; 
but they never had been liberated, probably 
owing to the death of those who possessed the 
secret of their retreat. From every circumstance 
it was evident, that the building above had been 
a tomb, or mausoleum, and that, at some time, 
it had been assaulted and destroyed, (and, 
indeed, many ancient tombs in the vicinity of 
Rome were, in tumultuous times, converted into 
castles, one of which, that of St. Angelo, still 
exists ;) it was most likely, therefore, that those 
who knew of the hidden treasures had perished 
in defending them, and that their bones were 
those which had been thrown out by the robbers, 
in making the excavation. 

" While these thoughts were passing through 
the mind of my grandfather, it occurred to him, 
that the arch through which he had entered 
could not be the only entrance to the vault, and, 
upon examination, he found that a tomb in one 
of the columbarii concealed a passage. He 
pointed this out to the captain, and expressed a 
wish to explore it, and the banditto ordered some 
of his followers to accompany him. 
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era, whose liquor had flowed first down their 
throatSy and then ambitioosly mounted- 16 their 
heads. This state of excitement gave rise to an 
affair, rather unpleasant to the partis concerned, 
though laughable enough to the lookers on^ It 
happened, for it was not intended, that Bill 

M , the pseudo Shetlander, made one of the 

visttors, and, < being half seas over,^ when he 
came back, ' why over board he went;' for that 
evil and disputatious demon which he fostered, 
put it into his ccxiceit, neither to get up the 
ladder himself, nor to let any of his comrades 
ascend, which causing a scuffle, he was uninten- 
tionally pushed from the ship's side into the 
water. Preserving him from death seemed a 
still greater offence to him than capsizing, since 
he took the earliest opportunity, after bein^ 
dragged into the boat, to throw the man who 
had rescued him into the same jeopardy from 
which he himself had emerged. This produced 
the interference of the commander, by whose 
order the boat, with the quarrelsome crew, was 
hoisted up to its station in the waist, above the 
level of the deck. But this accommodation did 
not pleaise the ci-devant barber of Neptune, and 
nothing but pugilism seemed capable of allaying 
his wrath, for he repeatedly challenged his 
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fancied foes to box. This wish, however, not 
being indulged, he grew outrageous, and was 
ordered below, when, with his usual ferocity 
and recklessness of consequence, he pitched 
himself head-foremost down the fore hatch, upon 
one of his countrymen, against whom he had 
imagined some malice. 

The men of Shetland must not be judged 
from the behaviour of this corrupted individual. 

Will M had been introduced to the society 

c^ the Thames' banks, and had acquired all the 
blackguardism which ballast heavers, keelmen, 
watermen, and others of that bearing, could 
teach him. The soil in which the seeds of evil 
had been sown was fit for it, and they sprung 
up luxuriantly, but the other Zetlanders of our 
crew formed the most harmless, well-disposed, 
tame-spirited set of beings that could be imagined 
of men, many of whom were six feet high, and 
every one stout and sturdy enough to grapple 
with a bear. It was galling to me to hear some- 
times a foul-mouthed villain of England insult- 
ing and domineering over one of these ' natives,' 
who could have wrung his neck as if he had 
been a mallemuk; and yet these inoffensive 
creatures, whose only crime was simplicity, 
patiently endured threats, abuse, and execra- 
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« 

tionsy even from the boys, ivhich ivould have 
produced an answer from an Englishman to the 
nose or eyes of the speaker, ndthout a moments 
hesitation. Striking was the difference of be- 
haviour of the Englishmen to one another; when 
they remonstrated together, the tone of their 
voices was changed, from the harsh brutal howl 
they used towards the Zetlanders, to at least a 
human accent, and it was evident that their 
knowledge of the timidity of these islanders was 
the dastardly reason why they presumed to ill- 
treat them. Nobody dared insult Bill, though 
a Shetlander, for he was prompt in repaying 
any debt of injury with compound interest ; yet 
it was strange that he took great delight in 
tyrannizing over his countrymen, with harsher 
severity than the English themselves. 

This toeatment of the Shetland auxiliaries 
is general throughout the Greenland fleet, 
and is so marked, that were they in India, 
they might be taken by a stranger for people 
of a degraded caste; they are scomfuUy 
used, and contemptuously spoken of, their so- 
ciety is avoided, and their manners subjected 
to mockery and laughter. Any thing is good 
enough for them — ^the worst berth — the weakest 
grog — ^the smallest ration— the vilest words — 
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and the least encouragement — I was ashamed 
of, and shocked at my countrymen, when I wit^ 
nessed their cowardly and ungenerous beha- 
viour towards a race, far superior to them in 
morality and good conduct, and inferior in no- 
thing but bold determined contempt of recti- 
tude. I say superior in morality, because I speak 
comparatively of the two parties ; but I am 
willing to allow that the Shetlanders are a cun- 
ning, over-reaching, shrewd set, somewhat given 
to lying, pilfering, and such like insidious 
knavery ; but, on the other hand, the English 
sailor possesses these qualifications to a greater 
extent, and developed into more perfect vices. 
The simple lie of the Shetlander is affirmed 
with a blasphemous oath by the southern; 
the pilfering of the one is carried to open steal- 
ing by the other ; the petty ribaldry of the 
Shetlander, in his loosest moments, (and these 
loose moments very rarely occur,) was broad 
disgusting obscenity in the Englishman, and 
his conversation was seldom without some of 
it — in fact, there seemed as much difference in 
the degrees of turpitude between the two na- 
tions, as there is distance between the degrees 
of latitude of their places of birth. 

Whether I was unfortimate in my specula- 
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tioDft, or felt prejudiced bj the mild obligis^ 
^uaxmen of the Sh^tluidmeD, I caonot tell, l»l 
I certainly found little of the genuine diarac* 
tor of a < British tar,^ of which we hear so 
much, either among the English sailors of the 
Leviathan, or of any other ship I visited durng 
my voyage. Indeed, the impression left upon 
my mind is, that they are almost the vilest class 
of my countrymen with whom I have become 
acquainted ; and, as almost all of them hoA 
been men of warVmen befinre the peace, I pt^ 
mime they were representatives of seamen at 
the best stamp.. No doubt, had they been ac- 
tually in his Majesty's service when I mm 
them, and under the controul of officers. eo^ 
dowed with the power of severe punishment, 
they would have appeared a more orderly and 
less dissolute gang ; but such would not Iwve 
been a fair display of thdr real merits, and I 
repeat, that, on observing them when off tfaek 
guard, they will be found to be a vicious tmd 
unprincipled band. Neverthdess, I have met 
with mariners worthy most of the commenda-' 
tioQs given to the class in geaeniy and as bvai;s( 
as Britons should be, especially on the water; 
and, with regard to those who were otherwise^ 
I trust that the lack of constant discifdine since 
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their discharge, at the termination of the war, 
may have tended to render licentious and war 
feeling, men who were honourable and humane 
while engaged in defending their country ; but, 
still, that virtue which is only the result of cir- 
cumstance cannot be esteemed characteristic, 
and man must be judged as he acts when free 
from restraint. 

It is worthy of observation, that an English- 
man, who had become naturalized in Unst, one 
of- the Shetland cluster, and married a native, 
was become almost a Shetlander in appearance 
and bearing. So greatly had he sunk to their 
tameness, both in look and manner, ^id so 
little independence of deportment remained to 
him, that I should probably not have noticed 
the slight difference that still existed, had I not 
been made acquainted with his history. Upon 
accosting him afterwards, it was plainly per- 
ceptible by his speech that he was not of Zet- 
land, and he wanted not only the close fea- 
tures of the islanders, but also their freshness 
of frame, and gaiety of smile; but then he 
was older than any of the Shetlanders on board, 
and he had seen troubles and difSculties, which 
had broken him down; yet he seemed not to 
consider himself as an Englishman, nor did h^ 
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introduce himsdf into their society, but asso- 
ciated with the despised horde, and bore in 
silence whatever humiliations were cast upon 
him. 

Certain severe blows upon our bows.» several 
times repeated, called me on deck, to see what 
arrangement of ice obliged us to receive so 
many rude assaults; and, on looking forth, I 
perceived we were insinuating our ship through 
what ought have been taken for a vast array of 
marble monuments, set in a plain of lapi^ lazuK.- 
So splendidly white was the ice, and so beauti- 
fully blue was the sea, that I thought not of the 
intricate phalanx of fragments which composed 
the ^ loose pack,' otherwise than as a glorious 
sight, till Mr. Ridgway told me we ^^ ran a foul 
chance of being beset.^^ 

*^ And what then ?^ replied I, wishing to 
know why he uttered his information with a 
look of dismay. 

" Why, then, several consequences may en- 
sue," replied the mate ; ^^ some immediate, and 
others more remote. In the first place, the ob- 
ject of our voyage will be interrupted, and we 
shall be unable to catth whales, which, to men 
who live upon what they get in that way, is of 
imp(»tance — and that bears upon me. Secondly, 
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we shall all be put upon short allowance ; for 
being once frozen up, we know not how long 
we shall continue so, and must husband our 
provisions, and that will prove a hard case to 
you ; and, thirdly, we may never be able to get 
our ship free again, as she may be nipped be- 
tween two closing pieces of ice, and we shall be 
obliged to abandon her, and this will be a mis- 
fortune to every one of us. — So now, I think, 
you will not look quite so coolly at the prospect 
of being beset, as you seemed inclined to do." 
Whether I altered my countenance, I know 
not, but I converted my observations, from su- 
perficial and picturesque glances, to close in- 
spection of what was going forward. This I 
felt involuntarily urged to do, by a huge mass 
of ice giving our starboard bow such a jostle, 
as plainly had more effect upon it than making 
a hideous noise ; and on going down below, it was 
found that two of the * pointers,' or beams, 
set up like buttresses against the interior of the 
fortification, to give it additional strength, were 
thrown down, while water was heard trickling 
in at some crevice, which could not be disco- 
vered. Being naturally curious at all times, 
and not less so now that a leak was sprung, I 
descended below the galley deck, as well to 
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have a view of this fortifi^ duiigeon, as to 
ocmtribute mj sagacity. towards detecting the 
wound ; a service in which i begged William to 
volunteer, he being officially an inspector of 
such evils. All our wisdom, however^ was 
wasted, for we found nothing but water, of 
which no one could say at what point it entered, 
though its entrance was audible enough. But 
while we were examining between the timbers, 
a second severe sboclT knocked our heads to- 
gether, and drove another of the shores out of 
its position. In a moment afterwards, the ship, 
which had been driven back by the stroke^ 
dosed with the enemy ; but having been turned 
out of a direct line by the rudder, it only 
glanced along its side, grating and groaning in 
its passage, like the creaking of Miltion^s gates 
of hell. This attack urged us to repair to the 
deck again, where we found a vast porticm of 
a floe sliding past the vessel, and scraping its 
sheathing clean from weeds and dirt, in a very 
unceremonious manner. 

This adversary being cleared, a squadron of 
somewhat smaller foes was espied a-head, and 
boats were lowered down to assist in-attacking 
them, by rowing up against the largest piisces, 
and pushing them out of our course. Mean- 
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while, some of the men stationed themselves 
along the bulwarks, with spars and ice-poles, to 
shove oS any invader who might come too 
close, or, at least, to render the concussion 
more easy ; others stood by the sheets, to hand 
the sails at command, and others got out ice- 
anchors and warps, with which they filled a 
boat and departed. Having proceeded to some 
distance, thev fastened their anchor to two 
small fields, in opposite directions, and returned 
on board, and then commenced what I found 
to be a charge, preparatory to an assault on 
one part, upon a ^ young floe,^ that is, a thin 
floe, through which we intended * warping and 
boring.' The greater part of the crew laid 
hold of one of the hawsers at the bows, and 
«tood ready, while the captain and mates 
started about the deck, to catch the proper 
moment. It came-^out poured a volley of com- 
mands — * square the main-yard — shiver the 
Duke of York — let fly the jib sheet — put the 
helm hard a* weather — steady the helm — steady 
—port — port — luff a-lee — luff— luff, damn you, 
luff'— and so forth, in such multitudes, so well 
preceded, flanked and followed, by oaths and 
execrations of all degrees, both high and low, 
both north-country blasphemies and south-coun- 
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try Uasphemies, that I bdieved my former 
human companunui converted into a bevy <rf 
demons ; and, to increase the illusicHi) all the 
crew ran smging out (quasi roaring,) warp in 
hand, from the forecastle to the quarter-deck, 
like devils in a chase. This exertion, aided by 
the sails, drew the ship forward, and the ice 
in a ooQtrary direction, and we glid along be- 
tween two large masses, whose rough greeting, 
as we passed, was fearful to the ears, and not 
entirely unheeded by our apprehension. The 
sides of these pieces resonbled small diffii of 
crystal, and their upper edges, crowned with 
snow, and terrible with acute angles^ which 
seemed capable of piercing through our planks, 
rode domineeringly past our bulwarks, in some 
places overhanging the roughtrees, and threaten- 
ing to cut away the shrouds. By a dextRNis 
application of poles, the evil was averted, and 
by hauling first upon one warp, and then upon 
the other, such a serpentine course was given to 
the Leviathan, that she penetrated, without 
further injury, through several narrow straits, 
which appeared the jaws of death to those who 
might enter them. 

Having broken the line, or < stream' of £nig« 
ments, that bounded the water in which the 
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young flaw was forming itself, we hoisted more 
sail, and bore down full drive upon the nascent 
enemy, who, unable to resist such a rough en- 
counter, split and divided in every direction, 
while the parts in contact with our bows and 
sides, were crushed up, and shattered into the 
smallset fragments. It was interesting to see 
the revolution which this onset caused in the 
surrounding scenery. The largest masses, of 
course, moved but sullenly out of their posi- 
tions, and many did not stir at all, but the more 
moderate-sized gave way, and the * bay ice,^- 
broken and disjointed, dispersed itself over the 
open water, like a flock of sheep dissipated by 
a sudden panic over a wide common. The 
crashing and grinding of the chafing pieces 
added greatly to the animation of the whole, 
nor were the shouts and cheering outcries of the 
sailors without considerable interest. At length, 
by dint of making ^ short boards,' or tacks, 
towing, warping, steering, swearing, and charg- 
ing the foe with ice- poles, ^ bumpers,* and boat- 
hooks, we got into a large hole of water, or lake, 
bounded almost on every side by great floes, 
which kept it clear from the lesser pieces. 

In this wide water we found no other ves- 
sel, and, having a fair field for the chase, we 
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began beating up for game. It is. in such 
places as this that whales love to appear, 
where the vicinity of large floes affords them 
a prompt retreat, and the openness of the sea 
allows them to run and feed without interrupt 
tion ; nor are they, probably, totally uncon- 
scious, that the formidable barriers of frozen 
water that inclose these spaces protect them 
from some danger, though of what kind they 
can hardly be aware. 

From the mast-head I could now stretch my 
vision over an expanse of snow, covering ice- 
islands of twenty miles breadth, and of length 
indefinable. Nothing can be more magnificent 
than the prospect, from an elevated situation, 
over these plains of varied ice scenery, these 
deserts of blanched rocks, and Jong white 
wastes of sparkling frost work. Here and 
there a pool of bright blue water is seen, rent- 
ing on the bosom of a floe, as if contained in 
a basin of alabaster, and the reflection of it 
on the clouds above,* t^dds a magic effect to its 
beauty. -In other places, lofty columns and 
shafts of ice project high into the air, thus 
placed by the closing of large bodies together, 
which have driven them upwards between their 
edges, and hold them fixed in frozen bondage. 
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Rounded eminences, formed by the snow, drifted 
against these tall ^ hummocks,' and gathered 
about their bases, appear in various sizes, from 
the smallest knoll to hills of goodly magnitude ; 
and often from their summits stretches forth a 
still unburied pinnacle, like the antlers of some 
icy skeleton, round which the sleet has fashioned 
itself into an object of grace and symmetry. 
But when the sun in its diurnal gyration de- 
scends to the level of the floe, by which time 
it is midnight, a- vision of splendour grows 
upon the sight, like the unmasking of a fairy 
kingdom. There is nothing visible that the 
eye has not seen before, yet every object is 
grand and beautiful. , The crystal whiteness of 
the solid water, and the sapphire blueness of the 
fluid, are heightened, illuminated, and as it 
were penetrated, with the rich golden effulgence 
of the luminary, yet not in that dazzling man- 
ner that a noontide light produces. It is a 
subdued and chastened glory ; the pvu^e trans- 
parent lucidness of moonlight, without its deep 
shades and sombre distances. It is sunshine 
without brilliance, and without warmth, with all 
the light, but with little of the enlivening effects, 
of mid-day. 

We had not sailed many hours on this little 
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sea, before we had cause to rgoice at hovi^ 
entered it. The harpooner in the crow's nest 
sung] out the delightful monosyllable ^^ fish,^* 
and while the word was involuntarily echoed 
from every mouth, every eye eagerly sought 
around for the objects of these exclamations. It 
did not require much search to discover them) 
for they were many and large, and lay perfectly 
motionless, basking in the sunbeams, under the 
lee of a ^ flaw edge.' 

^^ Call all hands !^— -was the immediate order, 
and all hands were immediately called. Out 
poured the seamen, like bees summoned forth 
by an attack upon their hives, and down went 
the boats, filled with half-naked men, as if the 
vessel was about to founder, and not a moment 
was to be lost Away they pulled, no fugidvaa 
from a ship on fire could fly faster, and in ten 
minutes ^^ a fall ! a fall !'* resounded in hideous 
rejoicings towards the Pole. That these out- 
cries of glee actually reached as far as the 
renowned axis of the globe, I will not under* 
take to certify, but that they were boisterous 
enough to outstrip any shouts of delight ever 
uttered before, seemed to me incontrovertible. 
No one can picture to himself the violence of 
joj which bursts from the lips, and a^tates the 
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limbs of these Greenlanders, upon the striking 
of a fish ; it is completely the frantic excess of 
delight evinced by savages. 

In due time, a second harpoon was delivered 
into the back of the whale ; but before it rose 
again another fall was called, and I perceived a 
second jack hoisted in one of the boats. Much 
as we had gloried at first in our good fortune, 
this stroke gave additional excitement to our 
faculties. A holiday breaking forth from school 
is a mere farce to the unruliness of our mirth, 
and, like two great geese clapping their wings 
because the rest of the flock clapped theirs, 
William and I were as joyous as the most joyful. 
Nothing could satisfy us but going in the jolly- 
boat, with the captain, to assist in capturing the 
prizes ; and we obtained the characters of able 
seamen for the good will, not to say skill, 
we shewed in tugging at the oar. 

Doubtful as it may appear to the reader, I 
really have some conscience appertaining to me, 
and to prove it I will spare him the task of 
perusing a second account of whale-slaughtering. 
Let it be sufficient for me to say, that the un- 
fortunate monsters were killed and alongside in 
about four hours, and that a scene of flinching 
took place only to be paralleled on a killing day 
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at some vast butchery. Blood and grease flowed 
around in profusion, and lumps of blubber filled 
the * flinch gut,^ or that qpace between decks 
allowed for their recepticm, even up lo the 
hatches. Blades of whalebone, eleven feet loapg, 
were piled up on either side the tiller, aad 
immense tails were fastened to the bows, seem^ 
ingly as troj^ies of our^ prowess, while huge 
jaw bones were suspended firom the masts over 
tubs, into which the oil that exuded from (torn 
fell in abundance. 

Pedestrians in the vicinity of London, fnid 
elsewhere, may recollect having seen laiige 
curved bones set upright in the earth, eitbep to 
form arches over gateways, or entrances to al- 
coves, and they miay peiiiaps, have been tdd 
that these were the ribs of whales. Thiataa 
slight mistake, as the bones belonged to ihe 
lower jaw of the animal, and not to its chest ; 
two of these mighty osseous beams go to farm 
the inferior half of the mouth, and between them 
I have seen a space in which a boat nearly 
twenty feet long might have floated at eaie, 
before they were separated liroin the cascate. 
When pressed for fuel, these bones are brok^en 
up by the mariners and burnt, and they nunn- 
tain a fire in good condition. 
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In the mouth of the mysticete, besides the long 
range of blades of whalebone, which form the 
chief grated work of the net or sieve, provided 
to arrest the passage of the prey, there are an 
infinitude of slender quills, (if they may be so 
called,) of the same material, growing out from 
the gums, and covering the surface of the palate. 
They become smaller as they recede from the 
large blades, every ridge being less the nearer it 
is situated to the middle of the roof, and they are 
all tufted with long fibres, like horse-hair, similar 
to the fringe on the inner edges of the main palis- 
sades. This provision of nature for entangling 
the shrimps and water-fleas, on which whales feed, 
gives to the interior of the mouth a very Angular 
appearance; the whole upper surface and the 
sides looking as if tapestried with loose black 
hairs, neiirly as long as the mane of a horse. In 
fact, the open mouth of the monster is a cavern, 
within which a small party might sit at ease 
beneath this canopy of fibres, hanging from 
every part of the ceiling, and if an easy couch 
were desirable, nothing could be better adapted 
for one than the huge tongue, occupying the 
floor, since, being more than half formed of 
■blubber, it would afford all the luxuriant soft- 
oess of a bed of down, as well as an elasticity 



318 TALES OF A VOYAGER. 

highly desirable, thoughunattaiaable in afeathery 
cushion. 

I purposely forbear describing the appearance 
of a whale in detail, yet I will just notice the 
singular situation of the eyes of this vast mass of 
animation. Considering the fins as fore l^s^ 
the organs of vision are placed in the shoulders, 
elevated on eminaices of blubber, which seem to 
form their sockets. In this position they are 
very close to the ccH*ners of the mouth, which 
extend nearly to the fins, and strike the spectator 
as being misplaced, and almost useless; but 
when it is considered, that the whale has no 
neck to separate the head fnmi the trunk, the 
relative situations of the eyes and shoulders wiU ' 
not appear so irregular, since, by taking away 
the neck of any long-headed aniinal, the orbite 
would be brought very near to the fore legs; 
and, when we recollect that the mystioete has ^ 
no occasion to behold its prey in order to catch 
it, we shall find that the suspcion oi improvi- 
dence on the part of nature will be obviated. 

I have no doubt that whales possess the power 
of ascertaining the quality of the water through 
which they swim, by means of their nostrils^ into 
which portions of the fluid enter to a shc^ dis- 
tance, and that thus, like dogs, they scent thar 
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food by an olfactory communication to the 
nerves. In this way they could tell when they 
arrived on * feeding ground,' without the. help 
of their eyes, which are so small, and so placed^ 
as not to seem intended for the important task 
of assisting their owner to live, but merely to 
give him notice of lateral dangers, since the 
animal may be approached both before and 
behind without discovery, and it seldom seems 
to be aware even of an attack from the sides. 

The substance of the sclerotic coat of the eye 
is peculiar, being hard, thick cartilage, through 
which the optic nerve passes, as in other animals. 
When cleared of their contents, these tunics, or 
more properly these sockets, appear like small 
shallow cups of gristle, and the sailors fashicm 
them into saltcellars. The bony portion of 
the organ of hearing is also an object of Green- 
landish admiration, bearing a distant resemblance 
to a shell ; but to me the mammae or dugs of the 
whale appeared most worthy of admiration, being, 
as has been said of an elephant's, a pidr of plump 
fair orbs, which many a withered beauty might 
envy. The whiteness of some parts of the skin of 
this monster would indeed be an enviable sight 
to those * ancient fair** who bathe their tan- 
coloured or saturnine surfaces with milk of 
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roses, and Venus only knows ^hU odier dbefa- 
cient beautifiers. ^ 

It is only during the period of suckHng^ that* 
the breasts of the whide are seen in ibis state' 
of perfection ; for, after the dkmisi»l of &e 
cub, they contract and disappear, leaving'only 
the nipples Tisible through folds in the skin^ 
into which they have shrunk, as if into cre>' 
vices, where they lie almost concealed. If cir^-. 
cumstances permit^ the day following the cap- 
ture of ^ a fish' is devoted to ^ makings off ' 
the blubber, at cutting it into small pkceetf 
and putting it into butts^ a proceeding leas^ 
sanguinary, thougli more greasy, than flinebt 
ing. I was never, however, discomfited by this, 
necessary evil; for, as it required the ship ti>.b9» 
made fast to a piece of ice, so it afforded me 
and William a boat for our vagrant exeui:sions^ 
imd plenty of time in which to make themi 
We never failed, accordingly, to lay cimm to* 
the loose skiff, and to store it with ammuni^ 
tion, as well for our stomachs as for our fowlr 
ing pieces ; nor *did we ever return without 
some score of birds for a ^ sea?pie,^ a deliciooa 
olio, fit for. cHie of Neptune^s aldermen, sup^-. 
posing the old green^bearded swaggerer to>all(»7 
of such jolly belly-^ods in his dominions.. 
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The game taken in these seas is, indeed, con- 
fined to two species, the loom, or foolish guille- 
mot, a bird about the bulk of a moderate sized 
duck, and the roadi, or little auk, which is 
not so large as a pigeon. Eider-ducks there 
are, and the ma^ are glorious fellows, with 
their splendid plumage; but they are scarce 
and shy, and cannot be depended upon for a 
supply of food. The skin of an eider-drake is 
said to be worth half-a^guinea, for the sake 
of its down, which is superlatively fine; and, 
while mentioning its down, I cannot help ex- 
pressing some wonder that a ship is not sent 
among the ice purposely to collect feathers of 
every kind, since, from the abundance of birds 
which might be caught in six months, a valu- 
able cargo would be obtained, equal at least 
to the average produce of a whaleship. I have 
heard that a factory, established off North 
Cape, in Lapland, has fitted out a small sloop 
on some such service, but I conceive it would 
be a venture for a London merchant, as good, 
at least, as fetching ice from the arctic ocean, 
although, from the high price obtained for the 
frozen water produced during this spring, I 
question whether it would be more profitable. 
I have noticed, at the commencement of my nar- 
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rative, falling in with a ship bound to Gneen- 
land for ice, and I will here say a few wcrdB 
on the events of this speculation. Of these 
vessels, dispatched to bring ice from the ndgb^ 
bourhood of the Pole, only one accomplished 
its purpose, and returned to delight the luxu- 
riant palates of London With its frigid mer. 
chandise. Various causes have been assigned 
for the failure of the other two ; one account 
ascriUng it to the pride and vanity of the offi- 
eenrs, who refused to be guided by the advice 
of their Shetland seamen, and ran in among 
the ice with all sails set; but the owner of the 
fortunate ship assures me. that the error arose 
from going in with the ice at all. He says that 
his men were content to pick up the loose pieces,, 
called sunken, or fresh-water ice, that floated 
off from the bar or * stream,' which bounds the 
sea-edge, while the other crews entered rashly 
among the large masses, and made fast, in 
hopes of loading their ship in a little time, and 
without much labour; but that the ice closed 
upon them, while thus engaged, and destroyed 
their vessds. Be the cause of the diipwreck 
what it may, the .ships were lost, and moat of 
the mariners perished, only a few escaping with 
a boat, in which they were drifted and driven 
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. to Iceland, suffering, during their voyage, all 
those privations and hardships usual oh such 
occasions, while Mr. W— — 's vessel brought 
home a * full ship' of solid water, seventeen 
hundred pounds worth of which were sold to 
one establishment in the metropolis. Who will 
smile at Whittington's venture of his cat, and 
the return in gold it brought him^ in the ding}^ 
ages, when in these enlightened times thousands 
are obtained for ice ? 

We spent three days in cruising up and down 
our ^ hole of water,' which was to my eyes a vast 
lake without much variety, during which, the 
doctor and I amused ourselves with catching 
medusas, or * blobs,' entrapping mountebank 
shrimps, and making zoological observations of 
all descriptions. 

The Clio-borealis, called * mermaid' by the 
sailors, was one of the most singular animals we 
noticed, both in its soft gelatinous texture, and 
its peculiar form atnd motions; nor were the 
medusae, though most common, without interest. 
Their beautifully varying hues, and their multi- 
tudinous array of little fin-like feet, ever in mo- 
tion, engaged the attention with pleasure, and it 
was surprising to see, through their soft, trans- 
parent, jelly-like bodies, large shrimps in their 
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stomacbfl. From this circumstance it seems 
conclusive, that the medusa possesses an electric 
or torporific power, which deprives its prey of 
its strength, for, otherwise, the gammarus arctir 
cus, or arctic shrimp, would be a formidable 
enemy, and unlikely to become the food of a 
creature whose coomstence is scarcely so dense 
as starch-jelly. A medusa cannot be handled 
without its frame dissolving, or breaking to 
pieces in the fingers, and, the ^ mountebank' is. 
equal in size and hardness to a moderate shrimp 
of the common kind ; so that it appears capable 
of kicking the ^ bloV to atoms, unless deprived 
of its force by some galvanic agency. 

When searching for food, the medusa extends 
two long tentacula from its mouth, if the en- 
trance to its bowels may be so called, which 
float on the water like threads of scarlet silk, 
fringed on one side with fibrils of the same 
material. Each ^of these palpi arises frcMu a 
iieparate entrail, on opposite sides of the stomach, 
and possibly serves as a conductor to the electric 
influence, with which the animal disarms its prey, 
supposing such a power to belong to it ; and 
that it is endowed with a benumbing property 
seems evident to the hand, when a medusa is 
taken into it ; a kind of torpid sensation per- 
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vading the skin for a moment or two afterwards. 
The general appearance of these moUuscae is 
that of a cup full of weak, bluish, transparent 
jelly, turned out into water, and floating along 
with two bright red trains of floss silk waving 
after it, while rows of minute fins, ranged longi- 
tudinally, keep in constant motion, though they 
are not at first very perceptible, from their want 
of density. I saw two kinds, one octangular, 
about the size and figure of a quince, with pur- 
ple lines marking its angles, and a reddish nu- 
cleus, which was the stomach ; the other hex- 
angular, shaped like a small cucumber, with 
nearly the whole of its interior opaquely purplish. 
The fins are placed along the edges or angles, 
and by their ceaseless vibrations change the re- 
flection of the light perpetually, so that the eye 
is delighted with ever-varying gleams of those 
hues which shine with such splendour from the 
interior of the shell of the Haliotis Iris, or sea- 
ear, a sort of brilliant, deep-tinted mother of pearl. 
While * ratching' from * bight to bight,' and 
along * flaw edges,' a female whale, with her cub, 
appeared in sight, and led us a chase, and I can- 
not say I was sorry they escaped. It was 
highly amusing to see the baby monster throw- 
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ing up its little jet of steam, as if in cbililKsh 
mimickry of the lofty spouting of its mother. 

This bait caused us a ^ loose fall,^ which the 
sailors said would be lucky, because our ftrst 
loose fall was succeeded by the capture of our 
first whale. I laughed, as usual, at their delor 
sion, a reproach which they never bore with a 
good grace ; and the devil, as if willing to con- 
found my jeers at their superstition, prevailed 
upon a young whale to rise almost befone the 
stem of one of the returning boats. In. two 
seconds a harpoon was driven into its pucnle 
back, and a fall was called, and a jack was 
hoisted, without anyone but the fast-boat^s cvew 
knowing any thing of the matter, till the outcry 
commenced. Although the boat was two miles 
off, and hidden behind a humidock, the keen 
emrs of bur captain imbibed the joyful «(Hicd, 
and casting around his eyes, armed with a tele<^ 
scope, he discovered a signal flying just above 
the level of a large sheet of ice. Down went 
every boat, up went William's ensign, but 
poured a volley of diouts from throats whoae 
clangour might compete wkh tubes of bcass^ or 
windpipes of wild bulls, for mastery in discord 
-*-gIee flashed from every face— every feature 
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reflected a ray of pleasure, as the facets of a 
diamond gleam with sparks of light — all was 
gaiety, good humour, and jocularity, and the 
* first lieutenant' was made a4>utt for the merri- 
ment of all * true believers,' because he doubted 
the efiicacy of a loose fall. Little cared he for 
being laughed al, as one over-wise in his own 
conceit, he still persisted in his scepticism, and, 
in due time, the ' whalefish' was alongside, as a 
proof of his folly in dissenting from the dogmata 
of augury. During the process of killing the 
prize, however, some shade vras cast over the 
fair prospect of our getting a full ship, by the 
appearance of two vessels, endeavouring to 
break througli the ice into our snug lake, where 
we had flattered ourselves we should roam un- 
disturbed by rival sportsmen. G-reenlandmen, 
like tradesmen in general, look with jealous eyes 
on those who approach near the spot where they 
have ^ commenced business,' and being without 
any means of redress they vent their spleen in 
unjust reflections on the intruders. On this 
occasion murmurers were few, when it was dis- 
covered that the enemy were friends, that is, 
that the vessels were commanded by old ac- 
qaintances, whose company would serve to en-^ 
liven the monotony of daily * looking out,' an 
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emjdoyment as irksome as faeaiii^. appeal^ or 
ooarti^g a woman &r the sake of her moneyt 
whom one. hates for her waot of other altrac* 
dons. There was, likewise, a secret souree pf 
alleriation to the discontent which would cAher* 
wise have annoyed our crew, upon the en* 
trance ct these impertinents into our self-ar- 
rogated, domain, which was, the good-fortune 
of one of the visitors being a Dutchman. I 
could not at first comprehend why this cir-f 
cumstance should reconcile our men to thei 
chance of loong fish, but I soon afterwarda 
discovered^ that the certainty of getting to- 
bacco at lialf the English price, and liqu^ in 
the same proportion, was the feeling wfaidi 
worked so forbearingly on the minds of our 
worthy mariners. Tobacco is, to. a sailor, whatL 
tea is to an old woman, a sine-qua-non of 
social existence, and, indeed, a ^ tar ' is so coni<t 
pletely out of water without his pipe, th^t 
tinder-boxes are carried by many when tbey 
go out in the boats, that they may enjoy the 
sustaining influence of the consuming weed/ 
while ^ on the bran,Vor < hauling in the lines.' 

If my shipmates were, comforted in tb^ 
hearts with the associations they had i^pHced 
together between Dutchmen and tobacco^ I 
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had my hopes deduced also, as William would 
have said, (he being an inveterate punster,) from 
smoking ; for, if I could not smoke the coarse 
rank leaves of the Batavian tobacco, I might 
smoke the men who brought it, or, at least, 
I should enjoy the conversation and society 
which this important business of fumigation 
never fails to produce. I had, indeed, several 
times cast a longing eye upon the decks of the 
Altona of Altona, the Hanseat, and the Bre- 
men of Bremen, three Dutch vessels, as our 
sailors called them, with which we had fallen 
in at different periods among the ice, and it 
caused me no little regret that I could not 
transfer myself on board one of them for a 
few hours ; nay, we passed so close alongside 
the * Frederick VL' a Dane, that I could with 
difficulty prevent myself from leaping into her 
chains. It will, therefore, be supposed I re- 
joiced greatly, to find one of these * Dutch- 
men' impounded in our pool, among the flaws, 
especially as my joy was burdened with no 
drawbacks upon its integrity, like the satis- 
faction of my comrades. In distant regions, 
and desolate situations, there is little ceremony 
of introduction practised among fellow-crea^ 
tures, and, for my part, wherever I am, if I 
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canuot find an aniiiial of my own spedes (for 
a companion, I scrape aoquaintaace with the 
first bird, beast, or reptile, goose, pig, or frog, 
or whatever other ^ thiag of life* 1 may chance 
to light upon. Many a dialogue have I held 
wittr an old black rat, who lived by the side 
of the • antiquated wall round Beisyse-Houae, 
near Hampstead, when I passed a few wed^s 
at that village, in my days of sickness; tor 
he was, as his colour and breed denoted him, 
a British rat, none of your outlandish brown 
Hanoverians, with their long tails, and their 
vast maws, but a genuine rat of the old school, 
with whom one might associate as with the 
represaitative of an ancient and decayed £unily^ 
that is, with a mixture of respect and freedom, 
grateful to both parties, and expressive of ve« 
neration for ancestry. Much information of 
importance have I learned frptn this virtuous 
recluse, or, at least, learnt in his company, but 
I must refrain from dweUing on the pleasant re- 
ooUection. 

Making a few ' short boards' out of the 
* bight,' in which we lay, and round a 'hum- 
mocky peak,^ and boring through a ' youa^ 
flaw,** quite a baby indeed, so thinly was it 
frozen, we came to the ^ lane^ or * lead"" through 
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which the strangers were ' working up to us ;' 
all parties eager to learn ' what good' had been 
done, and what evils had befallen * the fleet/ 
As a specimen of Greenland news I listened 
to the following communication, which passed 
through speaking-trumpets, from the cr6w''s 
nest of one ship to the crow's nest of the other* 

A. " Yo hoy ! how do you get on ?'' 

B, " Oh, d d bad — lost a fish yesterday 

with two lines, after giving her play for six 
hours." 

A, " What was she, a razorback ?"♦ 

B. " No, but a very wicked fish. She got 
among a * loose pack,' and I thought we should 
have lost a boat as well. We have three size, 
however, under the detjks.*' 

A. " Oh that's very well — ^heard of Short of 
the Unity ?" 

B. ** Yes, he has got six fish — one he found 
dead." 

A. ** A lucky little dog that !" 

B. "* The Dee of Aberdeen caught a unicorn 
'tother day." 

A. " Nothing else?" 

JB. " I haven*t heard. Duncan of the Dun- 

* Afinner. 
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dee.has fish — so has the Exmouth. so has .the 
J.ohn of Greenock, and the Neptune of Hull ; 
but many have none — the Hercules of Abern 
iieeOy for instance, and the Trafalgar." 

A. '^ Eairbum is captain of the Hercules, this 
year, his first command-^I hope he may be 
lucky." 

B, ^^ I hear we have< gone to war with the 
Russians.'" 

. A. " How the devil could you hear that ?r— 
have you been back to Shetland ?" 

B. *< No, but during the late gales one of the 
fleet got into the sea, and was chased back 
among the ice by a Russian.brig, who was afraid 
to follow her." 

A. '« What ship was it r 

JS. « Don't know.'' 

A. '^ We must go home in company, and 
fight our way with harpoons and whale-lances." 

B. " Wait for me when you are going, for I 
have no knack at fighting." 

A. *' Well, I will if you'll come aboard, and 
take a pipe," &c. &c. &C 

In about two hours after this invitation^ our 
guests arrived, together with three other cap. 
tains, for more ships came in during the interval, 
and we- learned that they were glad to find such 
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open water as ours, for the ice had closed upon 
them so fast, during the last forty-eight hours, 
that they expected to have been beset. This 
was not agreeable intelHgence, since it gave us 
no encouragement to quit our lake, where the 
presence of so many vessels would diminish our 
hopes of taking fish to a mere chance not worth 
expecting. Still, it being better to remain in 
our present situation, than to run the risk of 
getting among closing flaws, we resolved to be 
merry, while we went shares in the prospect of 
sport. 

Seamen are almost always in a humour to 
enjoy themselves, and especially so when they 
have nothing else to do, and now that the har- 
pooners could occupy the crow's nests as well as 
the captains, the opportunity was taken to give 
a few hours to relaxation. Such snatches of 
conviviality, in such an unearthly ^ country' as 
* Greenland,' (for the sailors call the sea and 
the ice by these appellations,) are highly relish- 
ing to ships^ crews, isolated as they continually 
find themselves from all change of society ; and 
their gaiety, like the rejoicing of friends living 
far apart, and meeting seldom, is high-wrought 
and unbounded. Another object leads the com- 
manders of whalers to court each others com,. 



1 
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pany, and that of more utility than the mere 
wish for amusement. By continually comparing 
notes, and ' reciprocating ideas/ much service- 
able information is gained, with regard to the 
fishery, and the motions of the ice, and although 
to * landlubbers^ moUymawking may appear 
mere idle compotation, yet to the initiated it pre- 
sents itself in a more commendable "character. 

No one, in these gas-enlightened days, would 
be so bigotted as to suppose that British tars 
would assemble to discuss the relative positions 
of vast islands of ice, and deserts of frost and 
snow, the numbers and sizjes of fish seen and 
taken, the method found most successful in cap- 
turing them, the dangers incurred from ice- 
bergs and floes, the tactics employed to escape 
being ^ nipped,* and all the modus agendi, navi- 
gandi, piscandi, vivendi, et cetera, et cetera, et 
cetera, in such a hyperborean region as this, 
without having recourse to the thawing, vivify- 
ing, and tongue-loosening influence of grog. 
While every petty knot of pedling officials refuses 
to gather together unless invited by the vision 
ci soup, fish, and venison, smoking in the back- 
ground of duty, forbid it, Neptune, that sea- 
kings and water-vizards should meet without 
opening their lips for other purposes than talk- 
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ing. Neptune has ever forbidden such delin- 
quency, and, accordingly, we find that of all men 
sailors are least prone to fall into that deadly sin 
against sociality, refusing to drink, and, indeed, 
no beings are so well intitled to full shares of 
nectar — Jupiter not excepted. 

Duly impressed with a sense of its own de- 
serts, the cabinet council resolved itself into a 
symposion, where wisdom and liquor flowed in 
equal plenty, and with equal pace, till every 
topic connected with business was exhausted, 
and it was agreed, nem. con. that no fish were to 
be expected northward during this season, and 
that, consequently, to keep along to the south- 
ward was the most feasible and prudent plan 
for continuing the campaign. The principle on 
which this decision was made, seemed to me to 
be, that the main body of ice, formed during 
the winter, round the Pole, breaks up when 
summer approaches, by the united influence of 
the sun, the wind, and a current which sets to 
the south ; that the whales, finding the sea 
covered with fragments, which they do not like, 
keep at the edges of the flaws, or large fields of 
ice, and as these broad masses float away 
southerly, the fish accompany them. This is 
the reason why most whalers make their highest 
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latitudes at the beginning of the season, and 
gradually descend as the year advances. How- 
ever, when there are large spaces of water left 
clear among the ice, the fish resort to them, 
because they can enjoy their favourite * flaw- 
edge^ with open water, and at the same time be 
less disturbed by visitants. Accordingly, if 
there should be much room for the ^ fish to lie 
and play to the nor'ward,' they are expected to 
stray there, and ' the ships keep hovering among 
the ice' in wait for them* There are some par- 
ticular latitudes considered more favourable for 
meeting with whales than others; 77*' being 
alway reputed a * dead latitude,' while 79% 78**, 
76**, 76**, and degrees much lower, bear fair re- 
putations for affording full ships. 
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